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LATINIDAD IN LAW: 
A FIGHT FOR BELONGING AND JUSTICE IN THE U.S.



Over the last fifty years, the Chicanx-Latinx Law Review (CLLR) has provided 
an essential forum for the discussion of issues affecting the Latinx community, 
and other marginalized communities, that mainstream law journals continue 
to ignore.  In publishing Volume One, CLLR introduced to the nation the first 
legal journal that recognized how common law, statutes, legislative policy, and 
political propositions impact the Latinx community.  The United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, United States District Court for the Middle 
District of Pennsylvania, Nevada Supreme Court, and New Jersey Superior 
Court have cited CLLR.

CLLR welcomes submissions of articles and comments by students, scholars, 
and practitioners. To submit a manuscript, use the Submit Paper button on 
CLLR’s eScholarship webpage at http://escholarship.org/uc/uclalaw_cllr, or 
email an attachment to: cllr@lawnet.ucla.edu. You may also contact us at the 
address below.
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FOREWORD

 VOLUME 39  
LATINIDAD IN LAW: A FIGHT FOR BELONGING AND 

JUSTICE IN THE U.S.

UCLA School of Law’s Chicanx-Latinx Law Review (CLLR) 
proudly presents cutting-edge scholarship on the Latinx community’s 
fight for belonging and justice in the U.S.

Through Dolores Atencio’s Luminarias: An Empirical Portrait of the 
First Generation of Latina Lawyers, CLLR achieves the distinction of be-
ing the first law journal to publish research documenting the initial 100 
years of Latinas in the field of law. CLLR was impressed by Atencio’s 
depth of research, including coverage of 167 law schools, and her dedica-
tion to uplifting the many accomplishments of these Latina women. Given 
the few Latinas in the legal profession today, and the lack of research 
generally about this underrepresented group, Atencio makes significant 
scholarly contributions in the study of this systematically excluded group.

Professor Verónica C. Gonzales-Zamora’s The COVID Ceiling 
sheds light on the ways the COVID-19 pandemic visibilized and exacer-
bated inequities faced by a particular group of Latinas, Latina Mother-
Scholars. The Covid Ceiling calls for workplace policy changes and en-
courages us to reconsider the protections afforded to all women, with 
a special focus on Latina Mother-Scholars. This request is particularly 
timely in the post-lockdown era, as employers and governments explore 
new work-related policies.

Claire Lisker’s Geographic and Linguistic Belonging: A Prerequiste 
for Full Constitutional Rights showcases a novel discussion of the 
Supreme Court’s Insular Cases, tying their exclusionary legacy to today’s 
discriminatory border and language policies. Lisker’s theoretical frame 
is especially useful in understanding recent Supreme Court decisions.

In Latinx: Reserving the Right to the Power of Naming, Ed Morales 
exposes attacks on the use of “Latinx,” including state bans, while high-
lighting the power of self-naming. With confusion over the evolving 
term, and the government and society’s continued efforts to marginalize 
Latinx people, Morales provides crucial context to understanding dis-
criminatory policies and attitudes towards our community.
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