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by

J_s Lee Robinson, Jr.

Hot~r Africa.
MathaI" Africa
hCIol you catt to /fIB

on d1"U'II beat, of Cloltt~
wi tJa .0W!d.I blown
b,
i1"J"'B.i.tibZ.~ of
bt<Jclowr..
with '<mgs ~ni.scwrnt
of your ,oulldB
and 'OI01th of .oun<'i3
Blmg in fiddB and
black churches
made fronr lMin and
h~,

lfour cultu"", cones to InS

on dark night. and
at jiw porti,.
'-"
with nigg.,.. talking
""""i>og
-Mds bloated
witJa .nn. of brvinwashing
and too lIIarIy Io1Qrds
they d01l't hsar,
but .l M
Hother Africa in colors
of black
you C!GIIIIe wi th
blue b lack and green black and
1"l1d black and black black and
blacker thll7l black
wi th knotty h.ads
flatts>l4d nOlI..

• y•• of beauty
p""",,
HotJaer of 1IIlm. IIIOther Africaall _n--"".....0,,, _
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lII1 inC98tuou8 man
101M Npltd !IOu
sold th!l childNn
~loitltd thenr
NOOJ /wi retlU"l8
with Imiling face
and IfICI(Jgot It!lal
a haunted man!
frotrl a d!li"{l cuLtwolt
with d!lil'lg childNn
8111f1lLil'lg Liks th. l"Ot of
dBca!led fruit
!laah. his 8!188 8miLe
a sick Slol8at 8mil.
but hie haart i8 corruptBd
b!l thlt rape of the agas.
Hother Africa
"'ith sk!l fre8h plain8
rolling hiL/.s
nature'e Jungle8
uncorrr-pted air,
hOlol !Iou do call to trt8

a refuge front the
oppreeeion of a
Wtrlt.rn OIlinlal.

Th. mothlr of t'ltr Wlet
~y~

frotrl !IOU CQPIIIt hiJII
htr that rul.el thl loIOrld
loIith nU1llbld fing"'I.
slipping

11Ia mot/wlr of IIllII1

lolho told Abraham'e
fathsr a thing
or t:IoIo.
1 lolltr !IOU
mother Africa
loIith a Lovs
that il e tronger than a
bulging gl4cter'8 out:IoIard
push
a lOll. that i8 mighti.r
than a torrr' s bonb
a LovI 001'11 of
a coLltrctillil raplI.

with III1J 80uL hlU'ting
and at louL'e end,
a lollil of !IOU,
, hop<
Light in dark
a bright ra!l On
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"hady day"
an a!l" in a hurrica718
WUfJ. "",the" Africa
lew of !IOU
k#"p" ",.
IJQlkillg thi" "en-th
with hop" of thing" better
£.ova, in bl4ck
lew with aching heart
loN, a lighteftV1g bolt
lou., a lIIlUIician '" beat
Zov.. bat:4le",. bl4ck thighs
lou". a poet'" poer!f

lew. a fl.owr'" blootrJ
lew. WI "boffg body
a lou" that calla ... hottIe!

••••••

JAJlSS LEE R08r"SOff. JR. h ill qrM!uillte student in Pol1ticd
Science iIIt UClA. Nil 1I1so works with the Willtts Writers'
Ik>rkshop.
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