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Walcie:s gv;l, Y
s L,

eee = CGined &t Mrs. Hascell's, & went with her ... to the

Haymerket, Ve had good »nlaces in stage box, & were well amused.

Nothing Superflucus is a most foolish thing -~ the ennobling &
enriching of a Cobbiir, Mr, Reeve, not unlike the Devil to Pay,

b

B T o 2 am ’ Ny A Nt ays Toa 1 TS ;
& Liston in the farmer Alam Erock -- 1T 1s no

but has scome zood points. VWebster in Yuddlewick w

comic, Migs F. Kelly in Ulrica is in her usual unneani:

of affected drawl. DMiss M, Glover was bndiga instead of Mrs,
Humby, who is 111 & is & sad losgs.

We then had the Happiest Day of my Life, a droll farce from

&

the French, in which Iiston as Mr, Gillman the bridegroom was

indeed inimitably comie, & his distresses on the hap

were innumerabvle & very well

managed. lMrs, Glover in the talking mother wvas admirable --

9 4 2. 2. Y, 1, P, =] - 4 -
S en el o : Ay 2 - = ’s3 \ ~ R34 ~ [o sbs e )
before goirnz to church, as & sort of necessary vpreparation in
Sl e - T e - AT - - R nen o P - = e e
vIion Tiztonowmr o thmlised Tt oitln, wmn o foozziztitly Luiiiooiz .

A

We had lastly Spring & auvtumn, or the Bride at Fifty --
{rs., Rattle, Mrs, Clifford -- Mrs. Dartmouth, Mrs. Glo&er -—
Sir Simon Slack, Mr. Farren. aAll these 2 parts were admirably
acted ~-- Bbut Ccoper is dull in Rattle -- Vining would be much

better. Altogether the plece is rather too broad, but very

comic, & Mrs, Glocver as usual admirable.
/ LVvII, 11

[ 7. August., 1829

;
7 J
ee. I weny to the English opera, & saw, in a capital pit

place, the melodrame of the Serjeant's Vife. Miss Xelly's
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very gocd In the Toolman Jenking turned into Lord Iovewell

~ \ L]

L I 2 e ] S Y o . oy AT Py SR § o anem,
~-- the mistakes of them by Zarder the Landlord who recognises
- R . ~ & o <. P e - o P
thern ~~ The old gentleman Tomlins & the real Lord & Lzdy are
w_-,q b . b = - ’ T . . ROV B D ) e
21y comlc., eceiey & Mrs, Xeeley were cxcellent in the first

nicce —- he as & Trightened servant & che his wife a wmore courageous

7, With

11 the criginal music.

™

D ot A e o o s
Pailiips ie carital in Caspar, Sapio tolera..e in Rodolph, Miss
Tatta - o - S o S ¥ 7

Eetis poorx Paton in Agnes, & Mrs, Keeley ex-
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comic, & alfecting, & so distianet & tasteful her sing

Q"l ~ = -wm'\l-‘. AVd AaT S Q’q - 5y
S 18 ZCelly dellgntivae,

I went with Major Fancourt to see the Fire King, M. Chabert,

periorm, Apdbut 100 pecple at Argylie Rooms. A stout active strong

nan -- & good counvenance. He drew hot irons over his hair, face,

& tongue -- then swallowed oil at the heat of 400 -- then piaced

"

meited lead on his tongus witih his fingers -~ then set fire to

pricsphorous to shew it was so, had 16 grains welighed & swallowed
it 211! -- then retired to change his dress for an old thick
woolen sult, returned, heated the brick oven built on 4 pillars
in the nidst off the room to heat of above 500, hanging a thermo-
reter In it & shnw*¢o it -- Then went iﬂ;himself with 2 dishes

;

ol raw reat in tiy covers. whlch in § minutes were too vuch done

(')

3

-~ & he came ouc, his pulse abvout 200, & he himself no way 1il
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of wy Life, both of which I had seern belore & wags z2zaln wuch
. A Ve Teapator PR . N TR RN ]
pleased with. Mrs, Humby isg capital in both, & 2lso in Paul
- 2 T w M A T e e . T YN T
Pry, whlch I never saw before. Liston, Farren, X Mrs. Humby

- 2 LI S ] 3 - 2 d- Sh N [ ln AP - Lo o 4 - -~ e e
are inimitable in 1t, & Mrs., Glover acts her disagreesble part

admirably. It is a clever play, & Liston's Paul Pry is guite-
unigue, & the situations very comic.
' Lvii, 21

are to embark on board the Caiais steam boat, & bid adieu to

the shores of England. Mr. P. will only stay in Paris 10 or 1k

days. I am cuite uncertain if I stay there or go on to Italy:

-

sut at ell events I have had three very

L3

pleasant month in London with much society, many of wy nearest

[

& Gearest relations, and I trust have secured for myself a kind

& constant friend in Mrs. Hassells, whose amiable, steady, &

.

galins greatly on a further knowledge.
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Aer Zrand aly verlly LielY. 2250 the finale or wne L act, and
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DlanT vy e Sitaet g9 Yy 5C a et I
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opera, &nd &Ll T8 IUBLC, WALCO 18 LEelilyg FoNvid u....., cot the z¥ act
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15 TOO £a0rdy Was «ll iew TO Iil.
Vit i
o), Gt e 7 ¥ > 7
L 24, Septenver. 1o29
T3 o S e iy de o T g e e 4 T T S
eee LELY uSCrge 3 i LU_QS Gy NG L weliy S0 T4 Lcariian
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ODCLYE s wae <L Barvier €, Ol wWiicl One 1s never tirec, &G -y
S R T T YRR T e g s Zam T $ e S s e ol wm e o
was Gelizlusclully acted. oontag was i gicrious vOoice g S0 sUNZ
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Rodels variaticns .most delisgntiuliy. Twice. L never £ard any
) ¥
Ll AT o T & e L mem s AP ST e R
Lnayig S0 her singing Lt cnce bpelore. uarcLa
N - 1 o men .o i 3 AT e . Y- -~ D S .
(returned ame out in sliraviva, his 0L Zreat pa
A . PR I o T e s m 1 e S ot . TN . s - 2 - O 2
ana was LVELY s &1nG CONlic, ant adiflrapieé as ever Ln acuing,

clever

in Figaro, Gragianil comic In Dartolo. rropeivl in Easiliio was
poor, not comic, &nd had 1ol enougn veice,
TITTT 1S8n)
UadV el
T A0 o arntmea 5y 0
L 2¢. Seplember, 129 J
eeo L went to the Thealtse de Madame, and got a good place
in the parterre. The first niece was over, dut 1 was in time
for the three iast. One was Le Landau., Perlet in a comical
coryphec ¢i the onera, mistaken by o ounbrv Malre Tor a grand }
NP 3. o P P 4 i my .’.’.4 - b n} ‘ {
homze du cour, was very comical, The next viece was 2 Lune de |
./ !
evillé in two acts, taken from our Honeymoon, bul with t
. .



Waldics tLVII, a7

[
'«f

(/8]
Y
¢t
O
L)

and the T Zephy. wad Fleore axnd o.pid, and Venus and

tLVII, 88

)

Mers: altogether & most _ouvely ballol, end the story delizat-

fully told. Poul and Momtoosa were Zepny:s and rLore; Albert

Thelr Coneling Las divine, es-

L] PR P % - .o PO
and Noslot., vors aia Veas.

21

peciclly the pas {e dowir of the two Lot the last scene

{ +
©Q
(o)
V- X
)
X
Cu

was most lovely wivh all the zolss and Venus puriefled by the

-
3

Temple of Palilzs, aud & ~yjmenx, with torches and vases
of fire. The red and green 1i:hts In the forge of Vulcan, and
thae Cyclops, were Tiuly grand.
) : tLVII, 91
[ 1. October. 1829
cee 4+ wWent before eight to The Itallan theatre as usual.
It was very fuil, and Sortag was mogt &eiizhtful in Semiramide,
and sung finer than I ever heard her, wuun in the grand finale
of the 15% zet and in the duos with Assur and Arsace in the 2d,
especially the last, waich wag truly exquisite. A M., Inchiudi
(I believe French) appeared in Assur. His voice is herd and

neh

®

harsh, but iocud, which the Fr iike. I very much prefer

=
w
£

Santini., Pisaron ng well

i ’Ja

a Arsace; and the opera went
TLVII, 10%

oee Went to Clne with Madame Cztalani and Valabreque, where

were also MLie fngelicve and fuguste, wnd Saron de. Christophe.

-

..+ Lz Baron, Valabrecque, Catzliani, and I sung; and Auguste
sung a comic song; and xlée n“ﬁelique sung delightfully and

played very fiaely indeed. We had a delightful evening, and

plenty of wusic. Catalani in grand voice. She sunz "Sul

¢

margine" ani ¥.ia se del Malo miei" with me, and "Una voce!

very fineiy aicne. I walked home witia the Baron, and was much




Weldie: tLVII, 10%

plezsed with ais manner and counversation. 1 have litile Goubt
He ool m*;e inzelicgue will.mals out a marriage, &s they seen
ruch attoched, and I con gon T dame Catel~ni wishes it. They

Y -5 o P

folends, The Looews folthue naving been General

{).n

are very o.

Qf Valabrecuceis roguiiat,

tLVII, 106

[ 23, Cetcher. 2529

eee L went to the Vaudeville Theztre, and had a
tLVII, 07

zood place in uhe oucaestra., Zos P vaﬂw, very droll and
naturals = She quarreis of two brothers much attached to their
wives; Lepeintre aine, Lyonais, Madame Dusart very pretty,

and ML® 3rulen, all cxcellent. e Tirdw Pistolst. 4 man's

cu gaddingz alfter others, and gay parties,
by joining the perty as a SLLET youth, The husbhand®s confusion
was very comic, Arnsl in e hustond, Lepeintre jeune a comic
prec.se Inspecteur, and Lyonass capllal zs the wouid be gay and

eiggant man but only <4 coamisy Lot %=~ Viedmen as the wife

v

o
| S
v

¢ i
|
w
o
[l
o

i s a man was &elightful and very pretty. Le Hydrophobe,
& very ccaie farece, iinal ag Coessar, wao is persuaded he is mad
Trom eating the flesh of & cow supposed to have been bit by a
wad dog. It is very silly, but Arual and M-~% Wiedman ¢id all
cchey eould., The lzgt was Lz Brigend Fepoclitain: most beautiful
music, A young painter is carrlied olf by Diavolo. the great
robber, from a promise made to a Count to get rid ol said

painter, who had got into the good graces of Mile
' tLVII, 1063

-

Filorival, ©bvut a fzithful Iazzarone contrives & scheme of bri.ging
up a cary wioon Lorscls Tilled with men to ritake the palinter, and
the lady comes v as tae wife ol thelszzarone driving the cart.

The robbers wre v_Men, and the palutor il lady go of for Fiance.
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The scenery, siti..tlol., anu music are beau iful, and it was

-

alnirably acceed Ly Lepelnir Ia Dl;vo‘og Zyrollte in the
Tazzezons, Thenard in tho seinter, end Loneintre jeune in an
old wobber. It was much the pritticct of th b picces, and
cuite an csera comigul,
[ 1%, October. _i29 ]

vee < dined with Riario, end the Marchesa, and Miss Carzon,
and M. Ge 1a Iriche., Ws &all went oo the Duke of Orleans' box

an

at the Fronceh opers, and saw the taree last acts of Guililaume

Tell, Tae Y.use vwas

tLVII, 109
very fUull. ... La0' suppoOsclly talen fron Sehiller, it ic poor
in action and S_uuat—uﬂ, wita Lrnoiéd rather than Tell as chief
charceter, and froclicn for the Swiss not uede much of a Gramatic
issue, The scencry and nusle ol The opera are beauviful, but it

-~

ourrit and Madame

i

is heavy, anl wot dramniic like Ia Muetie.
Cinti sunz Iinely, especlially the former.
tLVII, 110
- B ) e T '
[ 25, Ociober. 1329

oo wWont o the

B
-
&
'. A
b
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o)
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ees -v wWas the new opera for

the firse Time, Matilde di Shabran, whaich I have seen at London,

‘Berlin, znd Roaes It went off deiizhcfully, and has some charming
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mugic, The scstett in 29 zet is cruly lovely., Donzelli was very
good in Corrallino feroce, ani Sancini was capital in his servant,
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see I went to Malame Catalani's, All of them, Mrs. and
Mizs Clarlk, a dslizhtful Signor Banderali, whose singing, fine
conception of passages of change and eubellishment, I have never
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heard equalled, Ke and atalanl sunz the grand duo of Semiramide.
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I sung "Sul margine! end God save the King with Catzlani.
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which I remember seeing in Iaples in 1817 oy Colbran, David,

‘and Nazzari as Zlisabeita, Lelcester, ané Norfolk. Here, these
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the last was flat, and In bad volce, but acted well. ylle
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betta, But it is odd that there is not bass part in the opera:
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on the whole very dull.
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pileasures singly, waiting for those moments whexn the union
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is complete and perfect.
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by Donzelli axnd Bordogni, the grand aix of Zelmira at the end,
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g Waldie: LVII, 6[a]

[ 9. February. 1830 ] London
... I went before 8 to the opera, It was thin., I met
Ella; Spagnoletti; Eliason; Mori, &c. ... Semliramide was per-
formed -- the orchestra went very well, but 1s not so sweet as
Paris, Santini produced a good deal of effect in Assur, but
he is much better in buffo. As for M1® Blasis & Madame
Petralia in Semiramide & Aisace, they only made me lament the
loss of Sontag & Pisaroni. M11® Blasis understands music &
acting, but her voice is harsh & dull & often inaudible, & her
appearance much against her -- nothing to interest. Madame
Petralia is dull & vulgar & old, & has a bad manner; but pro-
nounces well & plain. Curioni quite roared in Idreno. Alto-~
gether I never saw any thing worse in the theatre. Le Carna=-
val de Veﬁise was stupid, but there was some pretty dancing
by a very clever young man of the Academie here & Mil® mu114n.
[ 10, February. 1830 ] WiI, 7[a]
ess Hervey went with me to the theatre at Covent Garden.

We got good places in the plt -- & saw Miss Fanny Kemble,
Charles Kbmbléas daughter, who draws great houses & has made
a strong sensation. Venlce Preserved. Warde in Jaffier 1is
dull & formal but respectable -- but is bad after C., Kemble's
Jaffier, Plerre by C. Kemble is good, as is all he does, but
hls Jaffier was more delightful -- the rest, of course, are
nothing -- but Belvidera by Miss F. Kbmbi; is the great at-
traction. She wants power, & is often too rapid, & her figure,
hands & feet, are not good -- she is little & has not the |
Siddonian air, She is more like her Mother & Mr. Decamp -~
& has very fine expressive eyes -- she has much to learn --

& never can be a Mrs, Siddons. There are occasional glimpses

of resemblance to her Father's family, but small. She
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reminds me of her namesake, Mrs. Arkwright, when young -~
but her great force in pathos & the real tone of feeling,
which pervade her acting, will ensure her success in pathetic

characters -~ Jane Shore
LVII, 8(a]

will suit her, also Euphrasia & Juliet, both of which she is
now acting -- but I do not think the loftier parts, or such
as Isabella, will suit her. I own a disappointment -- hoping
for more of Mrs., Siddons, I am scarcely content with a part
of her perfections -- but must see her again ~-- the mad scene
of Belvidera was very effective. Her countenance is deeply
expressive, tho' not beautiful, yet highly pleasing.

We had a long farce in 2 acts with no music called a
Husband's Mistake, or the Corporal's Wedding, in which the
only amusing incident is Keeley's being stuck up on a pedestal
as a statue to hear a man apparently make love to his bride.
Keeley made a great deal out of nothing -~ he was a militia
corporal & an upholsterer, & Mrs. Glbbs in Madame Gigot, a
milliner, was very good. Bartley, Abbot, Miss M. Tree, &c.
did the other‘firesome characters. Pretty view of Vienna &
the nelghbourhood by moonlight.

[ 12. February. 1830 ]

ees went to C, G. Theatre to the pit to see Miss F.

Kemble in Juliet, which S

LVII, 9[a]

| LVII, 10{a]
was the first part she appeared in & she has acted it 34 times.
C. Kemble was Mercutlo, having left off Romeo on this occasion,
which was good taste. His Mercutic was so spirited, lively,
comic, and finely studied that it was really a treat. Abdbott
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was hié substitute in Romeo, but he is harsh & wants appearance;

yet has some power & some feeling -- but after C., Kemble's Romeo -

nothing else can please. Mrs., Davenport'!s Nurse 1s most excellent,

& Warde in Friar Laurence was very weli -=- indeed 1t is finely got

up ~- but I had no idea of the power & effect of Miss F. K.'s

acting In Belvidera, which I thought rather underplayed -- but

in this she was nature & grace itself -~ her attitudes so easy

& fine -- her voice, eyes, & mouth so expressive -- & her variety,

- & her extreme simplicity & total absence of effort -- yet her

agonies before taking the draught were most heartrending. Her

first point also in asking who Romec was made me burst into

tears, Her likeness to Mrs. Siddons was strong in the tomb

scene, Her disgﬁst & amen to the counsel of the Nurse were

most emphatic; She is indeed a plant of the real Kemble stock

with a little of the Decamp talent. 1 have no doubt from one
I.VII; 11[a]

or two points in the scene where the Nurse comes back from her

first message ghat Miss F. K. will play comedy finely. She

has a truly irtellectual face -- & it is so far like Mrs. Siddons

that it is a picture of the sentiment to be expressed. She 13;

like Mrs. S., an actress of true feeling, but I fear a little

unequal. Certainly her acting tonight was far far superiocr

to that of Wednesday. I came away after ghe play; not wishing

for a second dose of the Corporal's Wedding.

[ 13. February. 1830 ]

vos went to cQ G, Theatre to see Ninetta, the Mald of
Paliseau; in which Miss Paton sung very finely in Ninetta.
Nearly all the music of lLa Gazza lLadra was glven & no other

introduced. Miss Paton sung it much better than Malibran,
notwithstanding



Waldies LVII, 12[a]

the fetters of English words. Her '"Di piacer" was exquilsite.
Wood in the lover, Penson in Podesta; Miss H. Cawse in the
wife & Bartley in the husband, Morley in the father, & Keeley
in Blaisot, an additlonal character to make people laugh, were

all good -- & the music went very well, tho' the wind instruments

. were often too loud, & the violins too sleepy ~~ however it was

very delightful, & the house was very full., -- and it was, at
least, better written than the Maid & Magpie I saw some 8 years
since, and the musiclkept up its charm.

If all music does indeed have its origin in the rhythmic
nature of language, how fitting it 1s to elaborate & orchestrate
that natural melody in opera, so that music.and drama may become
complete and perfect. Yet here the Itallians have the advantage,
for the English word; tho! it may have great power in drama, has
musical ease only in simple song, ballad or air -- and the French
rhythms become too screamy or declamatory when serious; or too
1égérté when light-hearted -- while the German word often grates
or heaves too q;rch & heavy to be pleasing, but suits well the
somber themes,ﬁor those of magic & mysterj, as in Der Frelschfitz

or Dg'g Zauberfldte, Whatever advantage for dramatic performance

there may be in the manner of language & the style of music, French
or Italian, German or English, too often it is abrogated by giving

only parts & pieceé, so that one has someqying like the pleasure
of a vocal concert, but the point & effect of the whole is lost.
LvIiI, 13[a]
We had next Teddy the Tller -- one act =-- taken from the
French, Power, an Irish Tiler, in a shower of rain tumbles into
a garret for shelter, inhablted by the heir (unknown to himself)

of an earldom & fortune. Teddy amuses himself & a comrade by

putting on the coats & waistcoats of the young nobleman =- & is .
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presently wvisited by'an Attorney who takes him home to the
family as the lost helr -- & he 1s received by all the family
as such ~- & a fire haprening in the adjoining house; he rushes
up a ladder in the Tyler style & saves the real heir; who was
there locked up to look‘after a young lady. It is most laughable.,
Power is so truly humorous & comic, The other characters are
nothing.

The whole finished with a new version of Don Glovanni as
Robert. the Devil, Duke of Normandy, with a female statue,
Mrs. Vining, a singing young lady, Miss Cawse, & another, a
Miss Hughes, & Robert by Mr. G. Bennett, who is an actor of
power & feeling. Keeley 1s his Leporello & as usuwal 1s comical
without any words or situation to help him, Mrs. Vining's fine
statue in a long scene'was really well done ~- but the plece is
worthless, tho' the music by Mr., Barnet is rather pretty.

| LvII, 14[a)
[ 15, February. 1830 ]

«ss went to C, G. Theatre -- good place -- but very full,
The Grecian Dgughter. I just recollect seeing Mrs. Siddons in

1t -- 1t is a dull play -- & revolting subject.
. IV1iI, 15[a]

Miss F. K. was too tame in some parts -- but yet in others most’
affecting -- her voice is pathos itself -- but 1t wants power &
volume for exultation; scorn, or rage, Q?e was very lnteresting.
C. Kemble is too vigorous for Evander -- & his voice too strong.
I do not think it one of his happlest efforts, tho'! he gave some
points finely. Dionysius by Bennett, Philotus by Warde, & Phocion
by Abbott -- all tolerable -- but I was less pleased with Miss

F. K. than in elther of the other parts -- her countenance &
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action are exquisite -- but the part was underplayed, & she wants
a little of the Siddonian fire.

One of the most pleasing paradoxes of the theatre is the
union of nature and art upon the stage: The Grecian Daughter
has 1ittle of either, tho' Miss F. K.'s Buphrasia had more dignity
than Miss O'Neill gave the part, and it is in the end unnatural,
There is, after all, no reality on the stage but the reallty of
the stage -- its only nature is what we recognise as a projection
of our own experience ~- &.ults only truth llies in persuading us
to indulge its pretences.

We had Teddy the‘Tyler agaln, in which Power made the audience
laugh. The whole finished with Harlequin & Cockrobin; a pantomtme
of Gods, Devils, Birds, Beasts, Harlequin.& Columbine, Clown &
Pantaloon, & a great variety of clever changes -- but it is silly
== & not laughable. There is a continual succession of beautiful
scenes, of which the most beautiful are the Diorama or moving
views of the Voyage to the North Pole -~ the views on the Thames
& in the nortéérn latitudes were really most beautiful -- & the
finale of the" Pantomime is a splendid archway & temple, with
dancing, &, ‘

i1, 17[a]
{ 19. February. 1830 ] |
| .. went to D, L. Theatre -- got a good place in pit =~
house very full, Merchant of Venlce. Sleock; Kean -- very
dull & weak -- all his points fall ~= & he 1s evidently only
acting from memory -- of better things. He looks the part &
still has some good points in it == but it is very heavy and

feeble indeed. ‘Portia by
LVII, 18[a]

Miss Phillips -~ genteel looking -~ speaks well == too tall ~- |

not interesting -- but sensible -- no vivacity or life. Cooper \
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very dull in Bassanio. Harley good in Gobbo. Sinclair & Miss
Betts sung tolerably in Lorenzo & Jessica -- but except "Haste
Lorenzo" they sung nothing belonging to the piece. Milss B.'s
voice is very good & well in tune, & she might be made a good
singer. But Kean's Shylock was as poor a performance as I have
seen., I recollect S. Kemble; C. Kemble; and the great J, Kemble
in the part; & even a German player in . Brunswick,

Where the author has truly contrived a turning situation,
Justly yet beautifully tuned his words, brought together art &
life, then how dellcious to read and read again -- & even more
to witness repeatedly the scenes of love, laughter; passion,
pain; tears; triumph; tragedy, ever the same yet ever new, rising
from dead word to breathing experience, happening always. But
with Kean nothing happens, for he has not the genius to play &
‘play again the same part without making it mechanical & monotonous.
The action, of course, can live only in the acting -- & the actor
must animate the word & reveal its telling point. His is a
peculiar profgésion: an instrument to be played upon; an in-
genious marioﬁ%tte; yet he is at once puppet & puppetesr --

a man of manifqld consclousness: subjectively engaged; objectively
detached -- all nature & feeling, yet all science & control -=-
attentive to hils author & to his audience; intent upon the part

he has to play == & playing it as if all Qis being were given

up to 1it.
WVII, 19[a]

The beautiful pantomime of Jack in the Box followed -~
the scenery very lovely, especially the moving diorama of
~ Windsor Castle; Town, the Park, Eton; Virginia lakes & lodge
& ruins & the waterfall in real water. The frigate & King's
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boats, with his Majesty, &c.; form a charming scene. I never
saw any thing more beautiful. The tricks & changes are more
comic than at C. G., & Howell & Barnes are a capital Harlequin
& Pantaloon & S. Grimaldi a very good Clown, & Miss Ryals pretty
well as Columbine, I was much pleased with the pantomime, but I
never saw the Merchant of Venice go off so flat & dull.

ILVII, 88
[19. April, 1830 ] Birmingham _‘

eos I went to the theatre & found it but poorly filled.
It 1s a tolerably handsome theatre. Cato was finished. I saw
the Innkeeper's Bride, a tolerable farce, in which Mrs, Humby

was very comical, LVII, 89
9

& a new plece wlth scenery called Shakespeare's Early Days,
in which Mr. Bemnett as corpulent Sir Thomas Iucy was very
comic, A Mr. Baker as Gilbert Shakespeare; a silly brother
of the Poet, was not amiss; and Vandenhoff as Willliam Shake-
speare was most elegant, pleasing, natural, & full of feeling.
I did not thingjhe had been so young. He 1s an actor of true
feeling & geniiis without trick, & most unaffected & pleasing.
I wish I had seen his Cato.

[ 27, April, 1830 ] London

«os Wwent to C, G, Theatre to see Cinderella -- La Ceneren-~

LVII, 113

tola, with many alterations -~ in the Englgsh opera., The story
of the fairy, the car, & the mice & rat is kept up & gives an
‘opportunity for splendid changes, The house very full, but I
got a capital place in front of plt, near a sensible musical
man - & quiet people., After the overture; the fainry & her
nymphs sung, forward the Prince, who is mnting & falls asleep

& has a dream, in which Cinderella appears most lovely as a
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statue in the fountain -- it is really most beautiful, & Miss
Paton looked & suhg divinely, Wood in the Prince looked well
& sung agreeably. G. Penson in the old Baron was really comic
& sung and acted well -- but Morley in Dandini was insufferably
ugly & stupid, & made nothing of the part. Miss Cawse & Miss
Hughes were very good in Clorinda & Thisbe, & upon the whole
the music went very finely. This is the 7%R night of 1t. &
good deal of the music is taken from Armida; Maometto, &

Guillaume Tell, LVII, 11%
]

and is applied to the added parts, especially the hunting &
daneing & Swiss chorus from Guillaume Tell, but except the
sestetto in 29 act nothing else is left out of great conse-
qﬁence, & a fine duo between Miss P, & Wood is added, Her
singing in "Un ora sola" was delightful indeed, but her triumph
was the conelusion, "Non piu mesta;" vwhich was encored, & both
times with such power & effect as are really astonishing. Much
as I admire & delight in Sontag, I must own the power, force,
- ‘ease.& eleganqg, grand intonation and sweetness of Miss P.;
or rather lady W@ Lennox, in this air is truly enchanting --
and most deliclous. I was altogether much pleased with the
plece, which, tho* very different from La Cenerentola; is well
got up & put together; & well acted & sung; except by Mr. Morley
' in Dandini. I should not forget that Keelby in Pedro, an
attendant or servant of the old Baron; is most comic ~- he
is added & accompanies Cinderella to the ball, His ecstasies
. on hls changes of dress & horror when twelve strikes & he is
put into his o0ld dress are most comic,

After Cinderella; we had a new American plece, taken from
the novel of Red Rover; called the Wigwam,
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The American scenery of snow, & waterfalls; houses; villages,
mountains; & huts was most beautiful., The acting tolerable --
but there is little interest & much coarse vulgarity. Blanchard;
an old hunter of the woods, who saves the life of the heroine -=-
Miss E, Tree looked pretty in an old English dress -- Wrench in
a talking factotum American -- Mrs, Gibbs in an old.American
housekeeper -~ G. Bennett in a young hero -- & Bartley in an
old English sailor -- all very well done; but the plece is dull,.
~tho! the scenery is lovely.
[ 30, April. 1830 ]

«so went to C. G. Theatre to see Isabella -- very full

LVII, 117

house. Biron is a poor part, but C. Kemble made much of it,
especially his dying scene. Viileroy & Carlos by Abott & Bennett,
the last was good. Miss F. Kemble in Isabella is more pathetic

and interesting than ever. Her volce 1s perfect music, & her
countenance full of pathos & nature -~ her action & every trifle °
are study; & give the most wonderful reality to her acting --

but in figure,;& powers of face & volce & strength, she can never

but yet she gilves a wonderful effect; even to the mad scenes,
by her varietyrof tone & countenance. I think ¢n the whole 1t
is the best part I have seen her in, except Juliet. I prefer
it, of course, to Euphrasia & also to Bel¥idera, I did not
stay after the play, having seen enough of the Wigwam on
Tuesday.

" ves Here finishes the U9 yexr of my life -- probably

near its close, for I feel my frame is not calculated for
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long duration. The loss will be small to the world or almost
any of its inhabitants -- & I fear I have not done as I ought
in many things; but trust in the divine mercy; & have never
willfully injured any human being. My fault has been in not
making use of my own talents.
[ 3. May. 1830 ]

..o Went to the Adelphl Theatre to see or rather hear

LVII; 124

Mathews =- very full -- capital place in front of pit, next

to a pleasant young man of good taste & information, & travelled.
Mathews! Olio 1s this year calléd The Comic Annual, & has many
amusing parts; but I do not think it equal to any of his others
on the whole -~ tho' his Vauxhall Gardens Song; with his fire=-
works; his Famlly of Sadjollys, his Corkcutters' Public Dinner
with speeches; his Mr. Shakely "not fit to be left alone" &
Jumbled from end to end of an omnibus, his Mr,., Dispepsy in

bed & thinking of his dinner & his vain attempts to get to sleep
are all, especlally the last, inimitably true to nature and
comically del;%htful. The last part is a Monopolylogue called
"The Lone Hougé“ -- an old Housekeeper, a frightened Hostler,
who enacts Capt, Grapnel & a French cook & a Welsh gardener,

and forms a large concert out of the 1$mp, figures, chalrs, &
busts, in order to frighten 2 robbers, who are to break into

the house. His acting in the frightened_?ostler is most

inimitable, & also in the two
WVII, 125

robbers, one a gruff old caﬁtain & the other a strange sort of
blood such as was not uncommon 50 years since. The fears of
the Hostler were nature itself, also the old deaf housekeeper

was quite astonishing. He is not as quick as Yates, but is

far more finished in acting 1like reality -- & his face capable
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of many more real representations of character. He is indeed

a most wonderful & inimitable actor, & I was glad to see him
" in good health & spirits evidently. Not home till near 12.
For 3 1/2 hours he alone keeps a full theatre in a roar.

LVII, 133
{ 10. May. 1830 ] ’

.ee went to Mori's concert at thé Opera Room. ... It was
a capital selection -- overture to Freischiitz was superb --
Papataci trio by Donzelli, Santini, & De Begnis -- M1l® Blasis
- sung "Una voce'" delightfully, but she is not Sontag. Mrs,
Anderson played a grand planoforte concerto with great dis-
tinetness, power, & taste -- the music of it by Hummell is
fine. Mr. Phillips sung a caplital German Bacchanalian Song.
His galety & sweet volce were charming, & the air beautiful.
Begrez and Mr, E, Taylor sung the duo of "Claudio" in Elilsa
e Claudio -- the former sung it with great feeling, Mori
rlayed a grand plece of Mayseder's, & with astonishing tone
& execution -~ but I prefer the sweetness of de Beriot. Madame
Stockhausen sueg a pretty Swi;s song. Donzelll sung the beauti-
ful air of Beliini in I1 Pirata, "Mavedrai,"” very finely, but
not equal to Ruhini at Milan, Madame Malibran sung "Tu che
accendi" very well, but her voilce & power are much altered.,
The first act ended with the quintett of “Oh Guandate" from
I1 Turco -- ML1® Blasis, Mrs. Knyvett, Santini, Begrez, & De
Begnis.,

The 29 act began with three movements of Beethoven's
Sinfonia in C Minor; which I have heard before, but never with

such transcendant & delightful
LVII, 134

effect -- the changes in the latter movement are quite electric
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& exquisite. It was really a feast of sound, but thrown away
on 9/10%hS of the people. Mrs. Knyvett & Miss Stevens each
gave an English song -- the latter much fallen off. A young
Signor Sagrini played a gultar concerto with great execution.
M, Drouet played variations on the flute to the Bunting Chorus
in Frelschiitz - most brilliant, & for execution, double notes,
& even bass accompaniment, quite a pianoforte. It was delight-
ful. The duo of "Vanne vanne" from Mercadante's Ellsa e Claudlo
by Madame Stockhausen & Malibran was exquisite harmony -- the
latter is much better in contralto. She sung the o0ld part in
"Le faccio un inchino" with Madame Lalande & MLl® Blasis, & the
trio was delightful -- but I was astonished and pleased with
Madame Lalande in the variations of "Conpisa 1l'alma mia" by
Donizetti -- her voice is reach, clear, shrill & sweet -- but
not liked here -- but her intonation is delightful, She was
looking fat & well & seems to ﬁe much improved. De Begnis gave
with great effect hls scene from Il Fanatico of orchestra
directions -- & there was a trio for 2 violincellos & double

bass by Lindley, Brooks, & Antossi,
LVII, 135

which was played very finely -- but I can't bear Corelli's

old music,

[ 15. May. 1830 ]
<o The opera was Il Matrimonio Segr@to. ILablache in

LVII, 138

Geronimo as I saw him do i§ at Milan, He 1s just the same --
droll & natural -- & superb volce. Madame Lalande was most
brilliant & delightful in Carolina; not so sweet but more

power than Sontag. Miss Belchambers did Lisetta very tolerably
& Madame Malibran made much of Fidalma; the old aunt, Donzelli
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sung well in Paolino, & Santini in the Count was
, LV1iI, 139

truly comic; so very natural & droll -- he is a rich mine of
goodnature & galety & fine acticn, & his duo with lLablache was
delightful. The trio, "lLe facelo un inchino;" by the three
ladies was encored, also a quartett with Lablache, &., in the

lst

old. We had the ballet of Gulllaume Tell, partly taken from

act, Altogether it is a charming opera, tho'! now so very

Rossini's opera, but it is short & dull, tho' with some beauti-
ful scenery. The dancing in it is very so so. I suppose it
was hurried over tha¢ the curtain might drop at 12,

LVII, 157
[ 5. June. 1830 ]

Jee Went to C, G. Theatre -- and got a good place in front
row of pit -- very full., Poor lady W. Lennox's rupture with her
husband has made her even more popular than ever. She has been
cruelly used, Her‘singing was exquisite in Cinderella, which I
much enjoyed the 29 time., It has been acted above 20 times.

ess Miss Foote (who has lost much of her beauty) & Mr.
Abbott played Personation -+ her French very bad & no humor.
Mrs. C. Kemble;used to do it very finely.
{ 9. June., 1830 ]

«.. went to the French play. ... Laporte capital in Le

LVII, 161

Bourgeols Gentilhomme -~ truly droll in taking his lessons, &c.
Singing by Santini, Ponchard, Lablache, & Madame Ialande, very
~delightful -- & dancing by Coulon, Mile Athalie, Frederic, &
Mlles pAdele & Clara, Le Concert a la Cour I have seen before
-- very dull, Graziani did all he could for Astuzlo, & MLie

Gossens sung well in the French Singer.
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