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THE VOTERS tumbled out of the trucks, made their way
to the little table, got their pieces of paper and formed
in line to the polling place. The line moved quickly

As in the Reconstruction Period

after the Civil War, carpet-baggers are going sty
THE AUTHOR, Zora Neale Hurston, is the to

5 daughter of an Eatonville, Florida, minister. - tal

after the Negl‘O vote. Here is an account, by Studied at Morgan College, H:)ward Uni,versity and tic

a distinguished Negro woman, of what re-

cently happened in Florida

/) TLLIONS OF AMERICANS no doubt harbor the
illusion that the Period of the Reconstruc-
") tion ended in the 1870s, and in dying out

took all of its symptoms with it. No more
herding of the Negro vote by greedy Carpet-baggers
and their allies, the opportunist-minded southerner
who came to be known as the Scalawag. No more prosti-
tution of the purposes of free election by packing the
polls with Negro voters who balloted as they were told
without understanding what any of the commotion was
about. Those days were gone forever.
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Barnard College. Is a distinguished novelist, an-
thropologist, sociologist and writer, former head
of drama department, N. C. College for Negroes

Those, like myself, who held that delusion, were never
so mistaken. In the Florida Primary election of May 2
1950, I saw Negro votes being peddled on a big scale.
Single-shotting was the order of the day.

To those who might not be familiar with the ternd
single-shotting in an election means to go into the boot
and pull down a single lever, ignoring everything else
offered for public consideration. This erratic behavior
on the part of a voter is a dead giveaway. First, it signl~
fies that the voter is unprepared in his own mind to
comprehend, even vaguely, the contested issues. Secont




it betrays the fact that the ballot-
wielder has been coached. The in-
structor does not trust the voter’s mind
to retain but so much, so no risk is
taken by trying to teach the whole
ticket. Just go in and pull down lever

DESPITE powerful backing Claude Pepper lost his
- Seat in the Senate to ex-Marine George Smathers

By ZORA NEALE HURSTON

Number 2, for instance, then come on
out. Lever Two, you know a 2 when
you see it, don’t you? Pull 2, t-w-o,
and come on out and get your pay.
That or these, are the mechanics and
the explanation of single-shotting.

It was while registration was
going on that a murmur
reached me that this was going
to be a hotly-contested sena-
torial fight between the incum-
bent, Senator Claude Pepper,
and his challenger, Representa-
tive George Smathers, and that
an organization from the north
was going to come into Florida
to organize and deliver the
Negro vote in a lump. From
historical background, I did not
believe that an outside agency
would dare to interfere in a
southern election, nor did I be-
lieve that the Negro vote could
be handled as a dark, amor-

phous lump. Then and there I made
up my mind to be in Florida for this
struggle at all costs, and to be in
Miami, Florida’s largest city and the
seat of Dade county, which from rumor
was slated to be the hottest battle-
ground.

So I planted myself there and saw
the intense and well-organized drive
to get the mass of Negro voters reg-
istered for the polls. I heard about the
payment of a dollar to each prospective
voter, because you cannot keep secret
what thousands of people know. It was
a dollar for each person who registered
to vote, and twenty-five cents a head
for the bush-beaters who rounded up
the people and delivered them to the
registration centers. By all accounts,
this was the heaviest registration of
Negro voters in the history of the
State, and perhaps many years will
pass before it happens that way again.

Whether  (Continued on page 54)
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Would YOU Like to Make

$1,000 A MONTH?

= That's what Stanley Hyman
is making selling the amazing new ¥
PRESTO Fire Extinguisher!

MAZING new kind of ﬁre extin-
guisher. Tiny ‘Presto” (about
sizc of a - flashlight!) does Job of
bulky extinguishers that cost 4 times
as much, are 8 times as
heavy. Ends fires fast as
2 seconds.. Fits in palm
of ‘hand.. Never .corrodes: Gumam‘eed
for 20 years! Sells for only $3.

Show it to owners of homes, cars,
boats, farms, ctc. and to stores for re-
sale - make good income; H. J. Kerr re-
ports’ $20. a ‘day.. C; Kama, $1,000 a
month. Write for FREE Sales Kit. No
obligation. MERLITE INDUSTRIES,
inc., Dept. 2911, 201 East 16th St.,
New. York 3, N. Y. IN'CANADA: Mopa,
Inc.;. 371 Dowd. St,;. Montieal 1, P. Q..
(If vou want «a regular Presto 1o use as a
demonstrator, send $2.50. Moriey back
if you wish.)

STANLEY
HYMAN

Science's

“PRE

A famous hook on a famous hobby
plus a copy of Model Railroader
for only 25¢ (a 45¢ value)

® Model  rallroading ig' more

fun than you imagine. Here is

the world’s. fastest growing
hobby. . The. ‘book, . ‘'‘Model
K Raihoadmg for . You,” tells

i you- how.: you ¢an have your
own railroad with little space
and - little money. . Send: 25¢

.i.today- for  this book: and:also
get: a-'recent copy.: of: Model
Railroader, - the. big 'magazine
read by all the hobbyists. This introductory offer will
openyour:life to a new, exciting hobby: that is en-
Joyed by 250,000 fans from 7 to 70.

Mail your 25¢-now to

MODEL RAILROADER MAGAZINE
= Dept. 5247 — Milwaukee 3, Wis: ;

Many Causes of
Chronic Ailments

FREE BOOK Tells How To Help
Guard Health

Many facts about colon disorders,  headaches,

constipation, ‘nervousness - or stomach, liver and

bladder conditions are explained in a new 40-page

FREE BOOK.. Write: today. Thotnton & Minor

gllic, Suite 1187, 911 E. Linwood, Kansas City
Mo .

Get QUICK RELIEF! Dr. Barron’s Foot Cushions
RELIEVE painful pressure . from CAL| LOUSES,
ORNS, SORE HEELS, support. WEAK ARCHES

'\bsorb foot “shocks.

N ONEV! Pay poste

for PAIR:. plus postage - (or send

$1 98. we pay. postlg’e) State shoe size and if
WOoman. 0.-DAY " TRIAL. Money ' back
GUARANTEE i£ no blessed rellef! Order NOW!

ORTHO, INC,, 2700 BROADWAY, Dept, 61T, N. Y. C. 25

| INVENTORS

If you believe. that you have an invention, you should find
out how to protect it. We are registered Patent Attorneys.
Send ‘for. copy of our Patent Booklet: ‘‘How - to Protect
Your ' Invention,’’ and-an ‘‘Invention Record’’ form. No.
obligation. They are. yours for the asking.

McMORROW, BERMAN & DAVIDSON
Registered Patent Attorneys
446-M_ Victor ildi . w

ton 1, D, C.

Earn *100 CASH

lus 24 wood card tables
or your Legion Post!
No risk. Nothing to pay.
For details write F. W,
MATHERS, Dept. A.L.,
Mt, Ephraim, N. K :
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lifeline “érept. aft. Strain came into’ it.

L “Bill,)” I asked, “how goes it?”?

The phone was-dead. Then the line was
swinging: forward' to ' straight down. It
could mean but one thing. Holmes’ voice
croaked, “Virg! Virg! I'm comin’ up!”

I yelled and jumped for the lifeline.
Jerry cut the motor. The three of us

hauled in like mad. Holmes was coming *

up under the boat and he was ready to
break the surface before we fought him
clear. It was not the diving helmet that
rose above the sea, but the ugly pear-
shaped: body ‘of - the octopus. He was
perched atop the helmet, all' eight ten-
tacles ' twined : about. Holmes’s body. I
grabbed the pike pole and with a single
smash drove it, spur and all, completely

through his head and a yard beyond.

We got the helmet off and stripped
away the suit. He'd been sick inside. the

-helmet: several’ times. He stretched out.r

on deck;’ eyes shut, and drew in great

gulps of air. He'd been down three hours. .

At last he muttered, “That pull broke
him' loose, then he climbed on top of me.
I—1I thought I was a goner.”

An hour later he was- all right. His' left
leg was sore but that was all.

T would not hestltate to meet -him wit

Holmes’s experlence proves someth
I've thought a long time. It's the diy
panic that licks him. The octopus.
actually -done nothing more thapn
him. If Holmes hadn’t speared him, y
octopus would not have attacked,

I'm convinced the octopus is one of
biggest cowards in the sea and his fs
some reputation is more fiction than fa
I've often had a pair for company whi
working fifty or a hundred feet down
side a trap. But the octopus is no salm;
eater if anything else is available, go
armed truce exists between us, He kee
as far from me as possible and I makea
war-like moves. His first grab at a’'diy
I'm sure, is simply exploratory,  Wh
the diver becomes panicky so: does t
octopus. He continues to hold on throu
fear alone.

In nine years of searching I have four
not’ oné verified case’ of an’ octopus ha
ing killed a man’ If the’occasion deémand

sharp knife and predict the outcom
Which doesn’t mean I feel at ease in
presence. 1. will: still walk a long: w
around to avoid this “Karloff of the Deep

THE E

Y | Saw Negro Votes Peddled”

< (Continued from page 13)

there "was - 'an organization = behind  this
intensé drive was answered for me posi-
tively by a Negro schoolteacher who was
part of the movement.

“You were correctly informed,” she told
me with assurance, and even a touch of
pride in her voice. “They: are really here.
That is no rumor at all. It is a positive
fact.. They are our friends from up North
here helping us- out and they are doing
a ‘wonderful job. The  Negro vote holds
the balance of power, and the way we are
organized now, I can’t see any way in the
world for our candidate to. lose. Not with
the help we’ve got. It’s. in the bag!”

That was. the way it' was. Under the
promise- of gain, if:you can call a dollar
bill- gain, the inert section of-the Negro
voters were needled into action and reg-
istration. The Negro bush-beaters herd-

ing “the "prospective voters' in, and- the

organizers in_ the shadows dlrectmg the
bush-beaters.

But all of the Negroes did not hurry to
register for the sake of a dollar. There
was  a"sector “of the socially-conscious,
who -already knew. something ‘about the
organization- from the inside, and saw in
the election a beautiful Trojan horse. They
were on hand  to open the door and. let
out the warriors on' the State: The long-
delayed capture of the South by the left-
wing was at hand.

Estimating that at least 50 percent of
those Negroes who had been pressured to
register would forget all-about the whole
thing in a few days, I watched. to.see the
inertia set in. But the organizing experts
had thought about that too. For that sec-
tion of the voters who could be appealed
to through their desire for political power,
the FEPC issue was kept at:white heat.
It was going to do everything for them,
down to: frying the breakfast bacon and
hanging -out" the wash on the: line. For
those indifferent to: such: things, a kind

‘. government that poor people needed, a

" some new wool blankets: too. Her ne

of voter’s soup kitchen was provided. W1
the proper. credentials,: those pleadi
poverty could go to certain addresses:ar
draw groceries. Here they. were exhort
to. kold firm and to spread. the good go
pel wherever they went. Vote right, a
there ‘would be. a lot. more free things
besides: groceries. That was: the kind of

that was the kind: that they would get
they voted right.

Then . there. were. those post- prima
promlses They. gave unthinking vote
visions. and. made them: dream: drea
One young woman worker told me wi
a confident smile that the day after
election, she would be driving a Cadllla
Just like that! A drab middle-aged wom:
told me about the groceries that she h
already got, and how she had been prom
ised plenty of sheets and towels for
house; which she needed badly. She on
wished that she had thought to ask £

door neighbor had put in for some. Nic
new, pink-colored: blankets and all: still
another settled woman was glowing ov!
the promise of two new inner-spring ma
tresses for her beds. She was very excl
about: the prospect. The wishés of man,
years coming true at last. Oh; no, s
answered my doubts. She was not golr
to be fooled. She had told the white
woman whom she did day-work for tw
a week about it. and asked her: please
go down to the party headquarters the
day after election and pick out her tw
mattresses for her and have them
livered right away.

This- voting - for what—you—could =g
was ‘making me feel sick and sad:
right: to' vote, to express the will of t
individual in the affairs of the communit
the “commonwealth and the nation, ¥
nowhere to be found in this general ta
that was going on all around me.




of the franchise, the most potent, the
t~ sacred thing  that man has con-
ed.and strived for since humans began
ive in communities, was counted as
tically nothing.

I am only too aware that corrupt poli-
cians buy white votes, and. that un=
inking white voters sell them, and often
ry cheaply. But this right ought to be

WALLY

Arsillery” for You 40 drive ome' Y

T hale o tell ou, but qouv wife s
waihivg outside with a bunch of Ladies
////’/’//

 Your wice new Car ! VR

wisly \/C "( ; ¥

(I'ram October, 1936 A.L.M.)

’

ept was entirely missing. The exer-

' Advertisement

From where [ sit

éy J o‘e'MVarsh

Id in" higher  regard by Negroes than
y- other citizens in- the United States.
v us; this prized symbol of citizenship
s a’long ‘and ‘somber history. It com-
nces with the very inception of the
ited ’ States.” There have been more
blic debates; more moral preachments;,
ore  laws proposed and’ passed, more
ntention, and’yes; more human" blood=

n cast a ballot, and thereby express our
11"in" the affairs of our couritry, than
vbody: else in America. It is positively
ounding that any adult Negro could
k upon. the right to vote as a small
ng, let alone regard this highest right
civilization in such a way as to put a
ce ‘upon: it.’ In the establishment of
man rights and the importance of the
ividual from- Greece to. Rome to Eng-
d and to its elevation in the United
tes by fundamental law, it has been a
g, terrible and bloody road. Americans
ld it so sacred that they laid down their
es-on’ the field of battle that we ‘too
ght share this right. It struck the as
nical that what others thought worth
ing their lives: to gain' for: us, somé
ong: us: could think so- little of that we
uld sell it for a ‘dollar and think that
had gained something. .

The polls opened- at seven o’clock on
morning: of May 2nd, and I was on
nd to see what would happen. Observ-
as carefully as'I could, I went through
colored neighborhoods. from one pol-
g precinct. to the other. Except for
nor -humari-interest details, the scene
s the same everywhere, The organizers
re ‘on hand at every place, carefully
ting up their pitches the required three
ndred. feet” from’ the polls. There was
Mebody seated at a little table. The
hout in the early hours was tremen-

1 Have A
- “Close Squeak”!

Spent last Saturdey morning wan-
dering all over the house. Wherever
I went—upstairs or down—1I kept
hearing a “‘squeak.”’ Couldn’t find out
where it was coming from until noon-
‘time when the missus came home from
her weekly shopping. ;

“Listen,” I says.to her, ‘“hear that
squeak?”’ 1 started quietlike across
the kitchen and there it went again!
“Joe Marsh,” she laughs, ‘“that is
nothing but your suspender clips rub-
bing back and forth when you walk!”’
And darned if it wasn’t!

From where I sit, I'd been lettinga
little thing become a serious problem.
Like some little difference of opinion
or taste will start off a great big argu-

ment. I may prefer a temperate glass
of beer with my dinner—uwhile the
missus likes tea—but we figure that
no two people have exactly the same
likes and dislikes. So, why get all
“het up” about it? %

The moral is, check your suspend-

ers—and check your temper When it

comes to little thmgs.

Copyright, 1950, United States Brewers Foundatlon :
The American Legion Magazme o November, 1950 ® 55




NO TIME LIKE NOW TO
GET IN McNESS BUSINESS

It’s no trick to make good money
when you uge your car as a McNess
#*Store on Wheels,’’ Farmers
buy..everything they ecan
from McNess Men because

+. MeNessProducts are
tops in quality, repre-
sent. extra values. At-
tractive. business-get-
ting prizes and premiums;
also money-saving deals to o
customers make selling McNess
daily necessities a snap.

WE SUPPLY CAPITAL~-START NOW!
There’s no better work anywhere. Pays well, permanent,
need no experienee to start, and we supply capital to help
ou get started quick, You begm making money first day.
¥Vrite at once for McNess Dealer Book, It’s FREE. Tells'
all==no obligation, - : K (15)

THE McNESS CO., 915 Adams St., Freeport, Iil, -

Slight

\mperfect
Foctdty NohNTS

Genvine 100% GABARDINE

finperfections véry slight —- positively ‘do not
affect: wear. Ideal for dress, school, play, work
Firm: hard Tinish. Wrinkle and shine resistant

S. Zipper: . front. . Roomy
pocketsi: Blue, Tan, Gray, Sand, Lt Brown, Dk,
Brown,: Blue-Gray or Green. Waists 28-42

SEND NO MONEY.  Sgnd name, waist

size, . 1st, 2nd and
ard color choica. - Pay postman only $4.95:
plus. smali- postage. -Or -send money and
save: postage.

Money Back Guarantee.

" “LINCOLN TAILORS Dept.'AM-11 Lincoln, Nebf.

e “S”
‘What does Stand For?

‘Service. An Income Gift Contract means that
your money will carry on:in Chtistian service.

SECUI’“Y An: Income  Gift Coﬁtracr guaran-;

tees you a life income depending on your age. .

! S(ﬂ'iSfﬂCﬁOﬂ An Income Gift Contract. gives
- you. secutity plus- the satisfaction-of knowing you
are-blessing othérs: . : :

Salvation Army Income Gift Contract

: Enables you to know this happiness and at the
same-time spread - the Gospel and care for the
needy. Mail coupon below for more

MAIL information.
o TO
THE SALVATION ARMY

Extension.Secretary

“T18N: State St., Dept. AM-110
Chicago, I,

Please send me FREE copy of brochure: *‘City. of
Refuge'’,

 Address

dous, for the most part arriving in t'rucks,

“forty to fifty to-aload..

The voters tumbled out of the trucks,
made their way to the little table, got
each a’ little piece of paper and formed
in line to the polls. The lines moved in
and out of the polling-place with aston-
ishing speed and smoothness. They knew
exactly what they were to do and they did
it fast. Pull down one lever and come out
of there so that as many as possible could

.do the same thing before they had to re-

port to their jobs of work.

When these voters -came out of the
booth; they all did the same thing. They
went back to the little table and were
handed another piece of paper. With it in
hand, they hurried back to the truck and
it sped away to bring in another load.

Even if somebody had not told me, my
intelligence would have informed me that
those pieces of paper passed out after the
vote could’ mean ‘but one thing: ‘Thats,
these men and women wete being paid
for their votes. I further learned that the
piece of paper was worth two dollars to
the holder when presented at the proper

© place. But just to pile things up, I got

around - among - the party - workers who
were handing out literature to voters
headed. for the polls. One snarlingly re-

_fused to give me any answer to my ques-
" tion.  But several others . gave me  an

answer, and their phrasing was so ‘iden-
tical in every case that it could not pos-
sibly be by accident.:

“That is ‘a lie.. We are not paying any-
body to vote. These are poor working
people, and we are giving them two dol-
lars- apiece to pay them for their time to
take. off long enough from their: jobs to
cast their votes. You can’t make nothing
illegal -out of that. No' law against it at
all”’:Then they - grinned in- a way to let

- me know that they had all the answers.

Standing around’ in- the -warm. Miami
sun; I suffered from a number of thoughts.
During ‘slavery; a “healthy Negro ‘slave
brought anywhere from seven hundred to
two. or. ‘three thousand dollars: on the

- seribed for me thé political mechanics

block: That was trading in Negro bodije
Now, here Negroes were selling somethiy
supposed to be infinitely more ‘precigy
than our bodies at two bucks a throw. 1
mind flashed to that big scene in Ung
Tom’s Cabin, where Uncle Tom declaim
“My. body might belong to you; but iy
soul belong to God!” Then I smiled, Tk
election certainly was a big joke on po

old Uncle Tom. .

From Uncle Tom’s Cabin, I passed eagj
to the Reconstruction, what it had meant
to Negroes; what it had meant to southey
whites, and what it portended in' lat
years for both races. :

The over-simplified " accounts of thoge
days, heard’ in my childhood, made it 5
age of splendor for Negroes. Nobody ev
connected up the awful decades that fo
lowed for “the Negroes with those t
years. I was a freshman:in college befo

. T came upon any ‘details’ of the Reco

struction.. Then an “elderly and  very
scholarly Congressman from Virginia de
that time in the South.: - . :
The Carpet-baggers were in:power
the South. Not being citizens in“southern
states, they could not' vote. The newly
freed Negroes were citizens; and had 1
vote.' Some southern opportunists - huy-
riedly. took the oath of -allegiance; and
between them -and the Carpet-baggers,
the Negro voters were exploited to p
litical advantage:s An election went som
thing like this:’ The candidates and: their
supporters contracted  for Negro ‘votes
Naturally, few could read or. write, bu
there were no voting-machines: in those
days.' Come the'day of election, anywhe
from &> hundred to five: hundred Negro
voters could be found locked.in a barn
with plenty: of cornliguor. promised.

“them. as soon as the voting was over, Also

they would get a whole dollar: apiece t
spend. ' B . i

At the first eall, a sort: of foreman
wotld unlock the door and march out ]
herd of voters in:their shirt-sleeves a
to the polls. After voting, they. would

AMERICAN - LEGION- MAGAZINE

“Did one of your men lose this?

I found it on my windshield!”
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ken back to:the barn to put: on coats, ,‘

en back again to the polls to vote again.
ter- they put on hats and the candidate
ayoted their hats.” If necessary, they were
rambled: up and’ brought back to the

lls from another direction and voted. :
ain. ‘All that a white man needed who,
earned for place and power: under. that

gystem was a few hundred dollars and a
tough conscience, and he was in. With the
ng and bloody struggle for Negro free-
dom in mind, many of those Scalawags
nust have laughed a-plenty to themselves.
At a dollar' a head, and voting each man
three - times, a. Negro- that during slavery
uld: have:brought at least seven hun-
dred dollars on the block, he:could now
v for. thirty cents. And the Scalawag
uld: profit infinitely more by the cheap
yote than he could from the voter’s sweaty
abor, and he did not even have to feed

and shelter him. o

The measures of Rutherford B. Hayes.
yrought to -ah*énd - the ‘golden” picnic:of.
the > Carpet-baggers and Scalawags. Be~. -

fore the fury of the re-enfranchised South,
they  scattered  inevéry. direction. The
en who: had reaped the harvest from
e conquered: and prostrate South were
ne, but their naive tools; those Negro
voters, were still ‘around. And the scars

of those Reconstruction years remained.:
Negroes had repeatedly voted their shirts,”

their coats and their hats, but had noth-
ing to show for it but empty hands and
eyes to cry with. Yet they were called
upon to pay for what their exploiters had

ne.. In those dark after-decades arose
the: Knights of - theKu: Klux Klan, dis-
franchisement of the  Negro through the
three: disabling clauses, the. Grandfather
Clause,  the “ Property - Clause -and the

teracy Clause. There eame the habit of

nching, ‘and later segregation in every ‘

te in the South. ‘

Those - Negroes,  fresh out of slavery,

nnot fairly be held responsible for what
ent on during the Reconstruction. They
ere illiterate:” They had no background
for making decisions; even-to small ones
at ‘concerned- their daily - lives::-The
oundrels who took ‘advantage of them

e the niost reprehensible in all history.:

nd to make it worse, they had brought
this monstrous villainy under the cloak

“friends of the Negro.” But where, oh,

here were these “friends” while the ter-
ble decades rolled in? Unlike the turtle,
eir:voices ‘were not heard in the land.

But this'is ‘A.D. 1950. I am standing on

e corner in Miami; Florida. It is a south- -

n-city  with hundreds of very modern
d comfortable Negro homes, lived in by
egroes of ‘many professions,” from the

est . “colleges "and " universities in the

ans, 'dentists, lawyers, morticians, phar-
acists, teachers, registered nurses,; min-
ers, journalists, and the like. A Negro
dge presides over a municipal court,
d Negro: policemen patrol the streets.

rée “publie schools “available for Negro |7}

ildren’ are  ably staffed by Negroes.
egro business men control into the mil-
ong in wealth. Yet, here is the saddening

cture of hundreds of Negroes, no thou-

nds, being herded to the polls just as
1870, and paid two dollars® for votes.
- (Continued on page 59) - )

A new high in STARTING POWER
'LONGER LIFE than ever before
MORE BATTERY FOR YOUR MONEY

The new Exide Battery is the result of develop-
ment by the largest research-engiheering staff
in the battery industry plus 62 years of
battery making experience. :

And, in addition to more battery for your money, -
_Exide has everything in service, too. Exide
" dealers know batteries. Their stocks are factory-
fresh. Their scientific equipment takes all
guess-work out of P : :
: testing and sérvicing. :
Depend on the Exide
dealer for good pfod-
ucts, good service.

- THE ELECTRIC STORAGE BATTERY COMPANY
‘ Philadelphia 32 ‘

Exide Botteries of Canada, Limifed, Toronto

“Exide” Reg. Trade-mark V. S..Pat, Of,

WHEN IT'S AN Eméz YOU START
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(Continued from page. 57)
o me, it represents an incalcuiable loss
prestige to the American Negro. There
omething ironical about peddling your
ote for two dollars, then calling yourself
“Race champion” fighting for more Civil
hts. There has to be an overload of
olf-pity and insufficient self-confidence
d respect to cause a Negro with a ballot,
he most potent weapon in a republic, to
aake him feel that he needs to be led to
Hie polls to express his convictions on
ublic affairs. It has to be a lack of some-

ook for some. “friend of the Negro” to
ook ‘out for his advancement. It is like a
han in a jungle facing a tiger and throw=
ng his high-powered rifle away, then

hing to cause him to sell his vote, then

“What did you expect — belches?”
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calling for some friend to come help him,
 Why so many ‘of our so-called leaders
pend so -much' time: and: energy’ hunting
up “friends of the Negro” is more than T

self-evident that these persons who talk
o loudly and so much about rights and
things like that have no appreciation of
their’ present status. They. have not yet
Coniceived:-of themselves nor the mass of
Negroes “as ‘American - citizens, with the
same ‘responsibilities towards: the nation
s others here. To them, Negioes are still
ards of: the nation, to be done for, but

of .the United: States. “We are' just here
like tolirists." Therefore, it is not up to us
to. fight for able; impartial executives,
legislators and jurists. We get- earried

claims to be a “friend of the Negro.”

- Like" " voracious bluefish: swarming
around a school of menhaden, this type
of ‘politician’ has been fattening. off of us
since 1865, and- most ‘of them have done
very well for themsélves by their insin-
cerity ‘and our -credulity, But even so,
these . political - eraftsmen ~cannot : claim
credit for originality. This “taking the
heathen” gambit is only a variation of the

can-understand-in this day and age. It is’

Wwith' no" responsibilities for “the welfare’

away by anybody who comes along and.

old missionary.: game. For ‘nearly three
hundred years: the English boasted that
the flag followed the missionary. The rou-

tine is, finding the competition too keen -

among your ‘own kind, you fit out a ‘clip=
per and set sail for the “heathen.” Ap-
point yourself his pitying partisan until
you can' land-enough force to take him,
Variations of this racket have been
worked out and succeeded all over the
world, even right here in these United
States. Sell dope to the heathen. The dope
may be beads, lengths of calico, whiskey,
opium, friendship, or some other stupe-
fying stuff. It is'a good way to make a big
man ‘out of yourself in a hurry. The old

-game is still good as long as you can buy: |

their votes for two dollars and put them
to single~shotting. . :

But no fairly intelligent Negro has any
right  to be deceived by any political
¥friend” who offers to buy his vote. The

. fact that he offers to buy it tells you what
"~ he thinks about'your character, and the

petty amount gives you his estimate of
your intelligence. Lumped: together, you
are two- dollars worth of integrity and

 brains. :

Nor need the Negro leaders of the vote-
selling, single-shotting Negro electorate
hope for legislation in our favor. They do
not seem to-realize that when the candi-
date has paid them off at the polls, he has

no further obligations. Nor has he any

cause to wish to further our interests out
of respect. Under our Constitution; there
is'no royal ruler. That quality is distrib=
uted among the citizens of - the United
States. " Every ' American is' part . of the
king that rules over this nation. To sell
your vote_ is to abdicate your part of the
throne, and that is that. ‘
And how can the Negro leaders wh
hailed' these outside organizers so loudly,

 and the voters who so slavishly followed
their counsel; reconcile their “friendship” -

with. the  fact  that they - neglected : the

~twelve-and-a-half~million-dollar:school

bond issue at the polls? A‘generous slice
of-this was" earmarked. for the improve=

ment of Negro schools: in Dade County.-

If these organizers had really been our
friends, they would have stressed the im=-
provement-of Negro schools over the sen~
atorial: race. But this was certainly not
the case. I sampled 164 voters as they left
the polls and asked if they had voted for

. the Bond Issue. Many of them behaved as

if they were hearing about it for the first
time. Thirteen stopped and told me that
they. had voted for it. Two of the others
told me that it was'not important. What
they needed to do was to get the right man
in the Senate. That school business could
be looked ‘after later on. What can be
clearer proof that;, no matter what they
said. about being “friends of the Negro,”
it. was not true. The Negro vote was
thought necessary to elect the candidate
they were here to put-over, and that was
all.

Negro' participation:' in the southern
primaries has only just now been restored
after “generations of being outlawed. So
the Smathers-Pepper race is, or was, of
the greatest importance for Negroes. It
does not gain its significance for us and
the nation’ half ‘so much from what the
candidates “said ‘about  Negroes, and how
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REAL OFFICER'S STYLE!

With: Military- sleeve —-

NOT RAGLAN; but 6 .

set-in: shoulders, -stormpieee, shoulder
Astraps, volke lining, .2: big- slash. pock=
“Jets, belt -all around.. Weather-sealed
by Impregnole,’ Sizes 34-46.
Regulars, Shorts & Longs ;
+Pay postman: plus
SEND. NG MONEY 85¢-- COD charges
or -send - eheck : or- money: order. plus
25¢ postage, Print name; address, size.
Guaranteed fit or money bagck.
STRAGO MFG. COi, Dept.'A
13 W. 17 St., New York 11, N. Y.

And Folding
Chairs
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Handicraft Hobbies
Household Repairs

Auto. Maintenance

EVERYONE NEEDS
A HANDEE!

Absolutely the finest In
hand power tools. Cool
running, controlled power
for those countless small
Jobs, A whole toolshop in""
your . hand . grinds
drills,; engr 1ves, cuts, Dol~
ishes, SAWS, s, sands

pays for itself q\n(.klyl
N HlANDEEh\t\;n:ll 51 accesso-
L ries; i {1
steel " case $ 50

HANDEE with 7
basic accessoriesslq.qs A 's owIi
ac »
MONEY ~BACK  GUARAN: %\Irlte.coadaapp cations
YEE! Liberal '10-day:. free

trial offer. Get HANDEE. at- CHICAGO WHEEL & MEG. €0.
your:: dealer’'s today; or Dep Al.. llolWestMonroeSt-
order - direct: postpatd hicago 7, 11l

ssaw RUBBER STAMP
PAD & HOLDER
IN ONE UNIT!?

¢ on,a/éé'$

ADDRESS,
: or any 3 lines
Back Guarantee of wording
u want to.fit space 357 X 2% , on' Rubber
tamp fitted in trim, all-enelosing case complete
with ink pad, always ready for use.:: Handle lifte stamp.
out for éasy use. Smart; flat case slips easily into pocket, -
" or. purse.. . Perféct  for . business. men;. women, - school
ehlldren. serwce men and glftsl Sl posmmd or $1

WESTERN STIA)TIONERY 00., Dept. 7360, Tupeka Kan.

WANT TO BE PREPARED IF

YOUR NAME AND
AODRESS OR OTHER
WORDING

. ‘ﬁi SAVE GAS 2 ratioNING COMES

AMAZING

GANE
_NEEDLE

ey one FREE

IN YOUR CAR!

MANY GANE - NEEDLE :USERS. RE-
JPORT.up’:to: 259 .. more-mile;
fasteripick- ui) easier starting and
smoother idling.
: NOW. TEST A GANE 'NEEDLE IN
YOUR CAR for ten days, then com-
Lopare - your: mileage-. and erforms-.
‘ance.:If satisfied, send $1.50 per.
needle: (8 ¢yl, . cars-take :2). If:§ products, (Sent ab-
. not-satisfied, just: return 1t — fair | solutely free:to all
enough? Since authorities differ on | Who  "try. Gane
itsvmerits and Needles) .
no::improvement,: Y . BEFORE

Auto Economy Manual

Télls how: to: save
gas; tires,’ brakes,
etc. . Also introduces:

many new economy

L YQU - BUY!. . (Gane Needle: replaces
... 1dling - adjustment screw in:carburetors —. easily installed
in:a few minutes).
RITE TODAY. ENGCLOSE' NO- MONEY, PAY' POSTMAN
NOTHING. Just
: and-year.of car.
NATIONAL AUTOMOTIVE R SEARCH CORP., Dep!
- Wi Washington Blvd, nice,. Cal

Free for Asthma

“ Xf you suffer with attacks of: Asthma and choke

and: gasp: for breath, if “restful sleep is. difficult
because of the struggle’ to’ breathe; don’t; fail to

send ‘at:orice. to the Frontier Asthma Company for~

aFREE trial: of the FRONTIER ASTHMA
“MEDICINE,. a‘ preparation for. téemporary’ symp-
tomatic’ relief of paroxysms-of Bronchial. Asthma,
No: matter where:you: live- or whether you have

SO faithin, any - medicine under the sun, send' today

for - this  free. ‘trial. . It.. will. cost you nothmg

FRONTIER ASTHMA! Co 885~ D FRONTIER BLDG.
462 NIAGARA ST: BUFFALO I, N Y.

LEARN RADIO
- TELEVISION

Train at Home-Make Good Money

<. Get “Actual Lesson and 64-page book--both FREE.
Virhow:X - train you AT HOME for good. jobs and. a brlght
cfuture:“in: - Ameriea’s. fast. growing indusfry.

You . get
PRACTICAL EXPLRIENCE building Radio, Tester; ete:,
with many. kits of parts I send.' Make exira money, fixing
Radios in‘spare time while learning. Send Coupon NOW]

VETERANS' APPROVED UNDER G.L.BILL
J SMITH; Pres;; Dept. OMI8.
\‘nt’l Radlo Inst.,” Washington 9,” D, C.
: Mail me Sample Leﬁson and book FREE.

Addless
: . Cxty o

sobere

Stateriinies
D Check xf Veteran .

end: us- your. name, address, and  make:

pany..
- ‘Dear-Mr. Jones’ far more than the im--
“'personal ‘Dear Sir.” More important; your

use of my name tells me at once that you'
“have done ,some investigating- of . our

théy said it, as from our ‘own: concept of

T the value of the franchise as expressed by
“‘our ‘behavior- at the polls. Evaluations of
-Negroes as participating citizens are cer-

tainly being made. Serious and-analytical
minds will search out whether we. see it
as our responsibility to serve the common
good by supporting men of high caliber
for important offices, or whether, ignor-
ing such qualifications, we rally around
“good masters” from the Negro point of
view. That will determine whether we are
slave-minded mobs or reliable citizens.
One very successful professional Negro
man observed, “This FEPC is not the big
bonus that our people are taking it to. be.

In the first place; it is unworkable, and.
" if it ‘could be.made to work, it would be
- a two-edged sword, These Negroes don’t

seem. to realize that. If it could be en-
forced, ‘what would hinder white office

workers, insurance agents-and executives,
“morticians and.the like, from penetrating -
Negro business and throwing thousands of -

us now gainfully employed otit of work?
Don’t fool yourself that none™ of them
wouldn’t do it if there is a good living to

‘be'made at it; and there is. White teachers.

could theri man our schoolrooms. We had

‘ better learn to think before:. we yell 'S0

much ”

. and: become: individual citizens. In ot

“Man!” A pastor of 1a large Bapt
church shouted. “You got somethmg the
You've: got. cold. chills running up g
down my back. Supposing this law pasg
and -a“ white preacher. who has ke
struggling along ror years with a lj
charge of around a- Hundred. menk;,
made up his mind to. take over my fiy
thousand-members church! And that
is out there single-shotting for him y;
now. I'm watching out for these “frieng
of the Negro’ from now on.

Whatever the issues might be at a
given time, it is certainly high time
the ‘Negro 'voter took his- responsibiit
seriously. It is time for us to cease to
the single-shotting herd: Let us vote ¢
heads instead. of our hats and shirts. Ky
voter approaching the polls fired: by
own well-considered convictiong and be
forming thls most sacred civil duty in
way that it ‘wag intended. It is'time
us_to cease to allow- ou1se1ves to be ¢
livered' as a mob by persuasive “ friends

words, turn our backs tpon the conce
of the Reconstruction and.not keep tur
ing back the clock: To take a.look at
calendar and read it rlght Find: out't
this is the Year of our Lord 1950, and
1865 :

How Can You Get A Job For Sz.x Cents

(Continued from page 15)

péragraphs,’ advise the majority of the
personnel -managers queried in- the na=

tionwide survey. “Every word must count,’

linking ' your .expérience, education. and
abilities to the job you want. Keep it brief
and ‘to the point. We're human, too, and

we tire easxly Most apphcatlon letters-
|- are too:-long.”

Since your: first aim is to win the per-
sonnel manager’s attention; you can start

“on this task by addressing him by name,
‘rather than by title alone. “If the sweet=
est sound in our language is a man’s own

name, as  psychologists “claim, you'll" be
wise to use the. employment manager’s

name when you write him,” suggests the

personnel manager- of ‘a- Cincinnati- com=
“I-admit: that I like the salutation

The majority of the 178 personnel man-
agers - agree . that  you

for a specific type of job instead of writ=
ing Vaguely, “I'd like to work for your
firm.”

“When  you apply. for a spec1ﬁc ]ob—
for instance, as a junior accountant, clerk,

handyman, or office secretary —you show’

me that you know the kind of work you
are  best - equipped. to~do,”
New York executive. “It also shows me
that you have some knowledge of our
company’s employee needs.” .

You should tell the personnel manager
why you are applying for'a job with his
company, why you want a particular job,
and what you hope it will eventually lead

0. “The applicant’s long-range job: aims
are so important to me that they often de=

ftermme whether or not he is hired,” the
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.tive employee. The secret? *You can:

“your: training, education and job' expe

“you:should: not:write:  “I'm anxious

“the selfish “T” attitude. When: you us

increase” your:
chances of employment when you apply-

‘make use of my.‘experience in .:. .
- “My specialized trammg should help

comments: a
tail in the letter is unnecessary if.¥
. training and. experience are listed 0

employment manager of a.Southern pub
lic utilities company points. out. “I w
to know, a man’s vocational plans so't
I can tell if he will fit mto our orgamzat
and grow as it grows.

Your big task is to make the persons
manager- inferested: in’ you:as a: prospec

a personnel manager: to considering. yo
as. a. man worth hiring only if you 't
his' company’s- viewpoint™ is the ‘cons
sus of the executives queried in the's
vey: “You must play up those features

ence that will help you be of some' v
to his company.”
The 178. personnel managers ‘agree t

have ‘a-job ‘because I want security
“I'need a job because I'm-a married
with ‘three children to- support.”. Thaf

you. are thinking only-of yourself.
Instead, . you must  také: the comp:
viewpoint. Then you will-have the “Y
attitude so-essential to successful sale
manship: Personnel managers report th
they “are. impressed  when you W
“Your " organization should. be: able

be of service to youas...
But there: is no need to go-into thef
tails of your training and experience..

data sheet,” says the personnel manag
of ‘onie of ‘America’s largest. corporatl

If you are a young college graduate W
1io job experienice, don’t be dishearter
“Neither I'nor any-other personnel mal
ger: expects the average recent gl'adu
to have any jobs to his credit,”a St
executive writes. In fact, w1th some co
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