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Do We Really Need More Housing? 

•  Large inventory of mortgage 
default properties? 

•  CAR says Bay Area Single 
Family Home Price $499,000 
vs $301,000 for CA 

•  Affordable Rents for Lower 
Income Households Scarce 
–  66% of Households with 

incomes less than $35,0000 
Income Overpay 

–  32% of Households with 
Incomes between $35,000 
and $50,000 

•  Jobs Housing Fit 



Bay Area Housing Production 



California Department of Finance 



 Preliminary Housing Market Research 

•  Looking at the Bay Area and Northern California 

•  Objective is to identify detailed housing characteristics 
and estimate demand by broad product types 

•  Alameda County Example: Empty Nester Households 
from U.S. Census (2005-2009 ACS PUMS) 

•  Might be interested in relocating to a smaller home in a 
familiar area or capacity in an existing home 

•  Empty Nesters: Households that are: 
–  Owner occupied  
–  Single family detached 
–  One or two occupants. 
–  Age of Householder (50+) 



% of Alameda Households  
(by Age and Number of People)* 

*Owner occupied, single family detached 



Percent of Alameda County Households  
(HH Over 50 yrs of Age by Size)* 

*Owner occupied, single family detached 

159,000 Households 



Space for a Sewing Room? 
•  In Alameda County over 

81,000 households  
   (Over 50 yrs old, 1 person 

with 2 or 2+ Bedrooms, 2 
people with 3 or 3+ 
bedrooms) 

•  Roughly 400,000 
households (or 14% of all 
households of all types) 

•  Just the envelope 



Alameda County Land Potential 

Yard size of at least 4500 sq ft. classified as Non-Rural, Zoned for 
Single Family Dwellings----165,000.  



Conclusion 

•  Preliminary analysis of local housing markets 
shows some significant potential 

•  Further work to link household characteristics 
and land use.  

•  Eventually, want to look at demand for in areas 
for different housing products.  




