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Zero“ Emlssmns

Christine Saum

In Octobtﬂ T visited an urb"m design
worl hop ¢ tlnt was studymg the south-
ernare of © hattanc)og,a s central busi-

ness d 1str1ct Phcus like thls, cut off
from other parts of town by freeways
and characterized by abandoned or

marginal industrial facilities and pock-
ets of neglectcd worker housing, can be

~founp n many cities. [t’s the sort of
‘ne;ghborhomd that fills one with.
despair becausc of the waste it repre-
sents — waste of character-filled build-
ings; infrastructure and stmtegica]ly
located de el()p’\b cland.

 design. center statt) wi

2 meeting of the Pr

RiverValley and the phnmng and Can Chat:tanoaga puﬂ‘ the plan OfP -

 Sustainable Developm

emissions zone, WhICh means th‘lt all
_industrial ] and 1c51dent1al wast ‘gcnek
‘ated in thc area would be treated thele

 tionsan ‘prod ucts. to build
there. Still other strat

 people can live, shop, ;

for breaking down the bdrrters that
 single-minded, mngl ‘ k

Chattanoogq in January.
‘The guiding pxmuple that emerged ;
was to transform the area into a “zero

as well (T his is one of seve al 1deas
McDonough has outlined as the

nd De&gn Centel

“Chattanooga Principles.”) RiverValley . and ijchalley Partnels were instru-

iz

also wants to persuade companies with

a commitment to sust

gies wou 1d help .

cut auto use (and emlss}ons) — ‘laws and be prepared to Iure busmesses .
improving pedestrian and tmnsxt con- . kw1th ﬁnancml enticements. Local busi-
nections between south CBD"lnd the

rest of G hattanoogq and encouragmg a

ness and polmcal leaders, mcludmg the

diversity of uses w1thm the districtso

d p]ay in

a pedestrian-oriented neighborhood. Foreen’ mdustry asa marketmg stxat

The workshop also generated ideas gy; the city has already developed a

‘ﬂedg mg mdustry n eiecmc busses,

“The goal of the three-day wor kshop

(ol,gamzed bY RiverValley Partners, a
private redevelopment non-profit, and
 architect Bill McDonough) was to

deveiap a plan that not only spurs eco-
nomic development in the s uth GBD

‘ but also. makes Lhc arcaan dcl of Sus-

tam \bil 1ty

The workshop began with discus-

5101s AONE Property owners, resi-

dents and political leaders of the issues
P

that‘Wmﬂd‘guidc the plan. Then a
team of dc‘;lgn(,l sretreated to

Chattanoogas Riverfront/ D ywintown
Planning and Design Center to draft a

preliminary plan. (The center coordi-

nates and guides public and private

, deve]bpinérit projects in the city and

receives both public and private fund-

‘mg) The. team presented its work at
the end of the worksho p; a final plan

(prepared by Calthorpe Associates,

78

_poseto 1m

rate the vis

_ would function as a tree bank for pub-
 lic landscaping P

proposed for a local umversu:y) resul tk .

ments Al

ual impaét of 2 freeway : h]nk‘s Chattan()oga could be the

interchange led to a pfoposél toran jAmerxcan Cunnba other Jocal Ofﬁc:lals .
urban forest along the rlght of-way; i it

redu e the pranse of unattraci
non-porous surface parkmg thats noi—,

mally surrounds a stadium (one was - commmntles The strategxes the work— '

hop formulated frera stmcture for

ed in a suggestion for ¢ parkmg stx cets ‘

that would accommoda

; pér 11

- provide grassy medians at oLhm times.

- would be a bioremediation centel, -

~ waste from within |
_be a place where citi;

5 duung stadl‘ i event: and

B

The jewel in the envir onmental erown

: sound economxc deve opment env1—

ronmenml sustalnabihty, preservatxon -

which would nc cmly trea 111c1u<5t11a1

of local hlstmy nd culture — that go.
‘ ] dble commumty

about the process. |
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