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Age-related change of hand raising behavior in elementary school children

Kazuki Sekine
Radboud University, Nijmegen, Netherlands

Takashi Ito
Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan

Abstract

Raising hands is an important behavior in a classroom because children get a chance to participate in the class by doing
it, and teachers use it to monitor how well children have understood the lesson. However, little is known about the
hand raising behavior in a classroom. Thus, we examined to see if hand raising behavior varies with childrens age in an
elementary school. Children in the first, third and fifth grades participated in this study. We recoded the teachers and
childrens behaviors and speech observed in Japanese language class and analyzed their interactions. The results showed
that fifth graders frequently raised their hands, while third graders raised them the least. The incidence of hand raising
during anothers speech was also higher in fifth graders. This suggests that with age, children learn to use teacher and other
childrens speech and non-verbal behavior as a resource to participate in a class.
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