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JUSTIN MERRITT 

JANUS MASK 
for chamber orchestra 

 

justinmerrittmusic.com



INSTRUMENTATION 
Piccolo 
Flute 
Oboe 
English Horn 
2 Bb Clarinets 
Bb Bass Clarinet 
Bassoon 

2 Horns in F 
Trumpet in C 
Bass Trombone 

percussion (2 players) 
5 timpani, 4 tom toms, floor tom, anvil, snare drum, bass drum, crash cymbal, xylophone, tambourine, break drum, 
crotales, tam tam 

strings 

NOTES ON THE PROGRAM 
Janus, the Roman god of gates and doorways, is portrayed in masks as having two faces, each pointing in the opposite 
direction. Liars and traitors are sometimes described as being Janus-faced because one is never sure which is the 
true face. Like the mask, this work is divided into two opposing sections. The first half of the work is an aggressive 
Allegro in which a series of increasingly powerful climaxes which finally explode and extinguish themselves in a 
furious culmination. The second half of the work, marked Lento desolato, is an incredibly slow and tortured 
progression. The work ends with a huge build toward a somewhat triumphant note, indicating a new beginning 
beyond the next gate. 

-notes by the composer 
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