UCLA

Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
Fireflies

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9fc16759

Author
Sullivan, Emily Joy

Publication Date
2020

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9fc1675g
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

FIKCrLIC

For Mixed Ensemble

2017

Emily Toy Sidlivan



PROGRAM NOTEJS

While in Indiana last summer, I was incredibly inspired by my first sighting of
fireflies. It was a rare moment of childlike wonder, even magic. As I observed them more
closely, I was particularly fascinated by the exact movement the fireflies made as they lit
up. I wanted to try to capture the particular upward shape of their lightform, as well as
the amazing sight of several of them lighting up at different locations over the course of
a few seconds. In the piece, the fireflies slowly emerge, frolic with revelry, and sweetly

retreat at the return of daylight.

INSTRUMENTATION

Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Alto Saxophone in Eb

Percussion (one player):
Xylophone
Glockenspiel

Piano

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

PERFORMANCE NOTEJS

Piano: Parts may be divided between right and left hand as desired.

Strings: Slurred pizzicato: Beginning in measure 34, slurred pizzicato is utilized. The fitst
note is plucked, and the second note is slurred up to, but not rearticulated with the right
hand, creating a subtle decaying effect.

Two-finger pizzicato: Beginning in measure 63, two-finger pizzicato technique is
requited to execute the melody at tempo. If this technique is not possible, slurred

pizzicato or a double stop is permissible.
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