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Global & Local

“Where are all the women?”: Impaired Social Functioning Outcomes as

Health Disparities

Global Mindset. Local Relevance.

Potential Case Detection Barriers for Women with Schizophrenia in Rural Ethiopia

Juliana Restivo', Tithi Baul MPH?, Senait Ghebrehiwet MPH2, Maji Hailemariam?®, Eshetu Girma?®, Christina Borba PhD, MPH?* @
Department of Global Health, Boston University School of Public Health, 2Department of Psychiatry, Boston Medical Center, E%%]I-

SAdis Ababa University, “Department of Psychiatry, Boston University School of Medicine SHTICHAL SHRE WiToUT Bcsrmion
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Background FTFNN(F Objective Results (continued)
Schizophrenia is a severe mental disorder The primary aim of this analysis is to gain an Concepts identified in our analysis particular to gender specific social functioning are organized
characterized by psychotic experiences and understanding from local community members of into three levels based on the social-ecological framework (SEM) in Figure 1. Participant
profound disruptions in thinking that affect how functioning in people with serious mental iliness descriptions from each of the interacting levels of the SEM model are:
language, perception and the sense of self. in rural Ethiopia differs by gender which could impact | | Individual: “And they will not maintain their personal hygiene. Women'’s hair will be unkempt.
case detection among this patient population. They will stop caring for their hair... They will wear tattered clothes and will rip their clothes of off
Globally, schizophrenia affects 1% of the themselves when the illness gets worse.” (Interview 20, Teacher)
world’s population. In low and middle Methods Interpersonal: “Men are quick to divorce ill women... But women will usually wait if it is the
income countries it is so severe that it 39 in-depth qualitative interviews were conducted husband [who is mentally ill]. | think it is because women care for their family...” (Interview 17,
contributes 15.2 million Disability with community members in Butajira Police ofricer)
Adjusted Life Years (DALYSs) to the * The sample consisted of patients with Community: “/t is what happens to mentally ill women that bothers me the most. Being raped. It
burden of disease. schizophrenia, caregivers, teachers, police Is especially painful when you know that normal men are raping mentally ill women. The woman
officers, religious leaders, and health extension goes out into the street because of her mental illness. Then (rape) could add childbirth and even
There are no noted gender differences in workers. HIV to her problem.” (Interview 11, Health Extension Worker”

the lifetime risk of developing schizophrenia,
however researchers in Butajira, Ethiopia

Grounded theory analysis and Kleinman’s
Explanatory Model of iliness framework was used

Conclusions

found the prevalence of schizophrenia to be f itati i
r th litativ nalysi . . . . .
5-1 : or the qualitative data analysis Participants identified differences in how women
:1, where males have a higher | o onhren 4t h
: Xperien 1Z rent mpar men.
prevalence compared to women. QSR NVivo was used for data management. e. PETIeNEE sehizophTenia co pa.e O. © o5e
differences ranged from community attitudes toward the
Schizophrenia can lead to significant RGSU":S women, to the way the women’s symptoms manifest, to
: : t of h iol functioni the repercussions they experience due to the iliness.
Impairment or psycnosocial tunctioning, AR
iIncludin oor social interaction, particularl » Women are alienated in public due to lack of hygiene and sometimes fear of _ L _
difficult JP o ationshi P _ y aggression As these cultural psychosocial functioning impairments
ITTICu maintaining reiatonsnips, engagin » Family tie up women and do not allow out alone in public for fear of rape - TRGRTI
. d " f J foning | pl fg J kg Lackcif]co|mn:uni:y\participatiionjl pembi COURISACTESE increase from the individual level through to the
In Lecreaiioi]! or tunc I.Or.]ll.n.g Ini:io es o fWOr P icivat * Friends do not come over to a woman with schizophrenia’s house Community Ievel, the women’s quallty of life and place
v aasbabrs 3 teokica oy Problems fulfilling work ibiliti . . g . g
or household responsibilities. Norms o problems fufiing O mable 10 oport men o farmimg or participate in small busimess/rading | | IN SOCIEty decreases. The specific factors identified
expected social functioning are dependent ” T " |need to be taken into consideration for case detection.
on culture. Social akenatio ,
Difficulty getting married or staying married:
« Women who are mentally ill are likely to have difficulty taking care of Refe rences
- - . . Difficulty getting marned children or providing for the family and household so not as desirable
Ethloplan culture plays an Important role in Probleme fulfilling or staying married * Husbands are more likely to divorce a wife who is mentally ill, especially 1. Brooke-Sumner, C., Petersen, |, Asher, L., Mall, S., Egbe, C. O., & Lund, C.
how mental iliness, psychosocial metemal child-rearing f they have no children together (2015). Systematic review of feasibility and acceptability of psychosocial
_ _ SRR ATy Problems fulfilling maternal child-rearing responsibilities: interventions for schizophrenia in low and middle income countries. BMC
functlonlng, and gender NOorms are et Dependent on « Women with schizophrenia may wander the streets leaving their children Psychiatry. doi:10.1186/s12888-015-0400-6
- - - cCareqvers at home 2. Burns, T., & Patrick, D. (2007). Social functioning as an outcome measure in
dlscussed and underStOOd In thIS ConteXt * Lack of energy or awareness to provide food, clean clothes, or perform Schizophrenia studies. Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica. Oxford, UK. doi:
household domestic tasks for the family 10.1111/j.1600-0447.2007.01108.x
: : : : : Lack of self-care Dependent on caregivers: 3. Habtamu, K., Alem, A., & Hanlon, C. (2015). Conceptualizing and
The hypOtheSIS behlnd thIS dlfference In « Parents, sib INES, and children need to assist with basic nygiene and Contextua“2|ng functioning |n people With severe mentai disorders |n rurai
gender prevalence is that socio-cultural ana Increase in psychotic Skl et bt Bl ol ol it ok | 5}2'3555?5“‘32'1“?39 study. BMC Psychiatry. doi:10.1186/
gender Specific factors are relevant to the o e 4, Kebede, D., A. Alem, T. Shibre, A. Negash, N. Deyassa, T. Beyero, and G.
detecti £ hi h ia Th Lack of self care: Medhin. (2005) “Short-Term Symptomatic and Functional Outcomes of
case detection or schizopnrenia. c * Unkempt hair, unable to wash clothes Schizophrenia in Butajira, Ethiopia.” Schizophrenia Research https://doi.org/
possibility that there is a lack of case Increase in negative symptoms: 10.1016/j.schres.2005.05.028.
. . . * Socially withdrawn, low productivity or motivation, sadness, paranoia, desire to
detection and treatment of schizophrenia O R
_ o g P commit sulcde | Acknowledgements
INn women in inli 10N m I i : C : : : . . . .
o ome S popuid _O _aS _ 4o Figure 1: Themes of social functioning impairments in women with schizophrenia as described by participants This study was funded by Grant Number KO1MH100428 from the NIH. The
clinical and pUb“C health |mpl|Cat|OnS Organized into three levels based on the Socio_ecoiogicai model framework contents of this poster are the responsibiility of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the official views of the NIH






