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open spaces, closed room

for prano quartet

Travis Reynolds



About the piece:

open spaces, closed room was begun 1n the fall of 2019 and finished at the end of April
of the following year, during the coronavirus pandemic. Although I don’t usually
apply a specific program to pieces, there is a certain restlessness that pervades the
work, as well as a pastoral melancholy and nostalgia. Musical ideas that I had
already been interested in, like having disparate ideas play out at once, took on a
more vivid meaning. That music is primarily given to the violist, who is instructed
to step 6 feet apart from the rest of the ensemble, preferably into a more crowded
audience, and on a yellow tape on the floor.

While ‘open spaces’ may refer to the pastoral nature of the work as well its sometimes
sweeping lyricism, ‘closed room’ 1s suggested through a harmonic stasis and repetition
(here, the note B, and some adjoining harmonies), and a yearning to escape. At
first the strings explore this single note in a multitude of ways, but there is an
increasing agitation to get further (specifically just one note away: A) and reach
some sort of salvation. And though this goal is often successful, the music always
finds itself back where it started.

Notes on technique:

Strings:

Dotted arrows: indicated when a change in tone should occur gradually, the final
destination being at the end of the arrow. These will lead to either sul ponticello,
sul tasto, “crunch”, or back to normal (ord.). It should be noted that to achieve
some of these effects within one bow stroke, a diagonal bow stroke will be
required.

Downward/upward arrows: gliss at the end of the note, up or down a quarter tone.

Sempre sul pont. & tasto: to play at the limits of what is possible, either as close to the
bridge, or as far up in the fingerboard, while still sounding.

Crunch: to gradually increase bow pressure until pitch is lost and a crunching
sound occurs. Unless otherwise indicated, return to ord. after note is ‘crunched.’

Piano:

Diamond noteheads: silently depress keys to catch harmonics from subsequent notes
in the piano or strings.

Slashed noteheads: place hand over strings while pressing down the key.
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