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Abstract

This body of work features seven original pieces which discuss medical discrimination against
people of color, the physically and mentally disabled, and women. Five of the pieces call
attention to medical discrimination by appropriating medical advertisement aesthetics. Each piece
features a digital painting derived from an appropriated advertisement stock image, a slogan, and
research citations formatted according to the Chicago Manual of Style. The call for equity for the
disenfranchised, the utilization of graphic design elements, and the use of appropriated imagery
situates the body of work in 1980s activist art's visual legacy. Additionally, the sixth piece in the
body of work features the research articles gathered for the previously described five images to
create two nine-foot walls of text interspersed with pictures of everyday women. In the gallery
context, viewers are confronted with material evidence of discrimination on a larger than life
scale. Finally, the seventh piece combines elements from the other works in the exhibition into a

single image, proclaiming Silence is Not a Cure.
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Silence is Not a Cure

In an interview with W. J. T. Mitchell, Barbara Kruger indicated that neither she nor her
1986 billboard, Untitled (We Don’t Need another Hero), came from the art world (1991). Rather,
her work was generated in a space between art and advertisement, and was disseminated to enact
social change. Works which occupy this space exist on an aesthetic spectrum. Some pieces lean
closer to fine art, and others are almost indistinguishable from advertisements; almost all involve
appropriation. The body of work in the exhibition Silence is Not a Cure situates itself in this art
historical tradition, and features work that seeks to call attention to medical discrimination
against marginalized groups by appropriating the aesthetics of medical advertisements.

The exhibition features seven pieces which discuss discrimination against women, people
of color, transgender people, and the mentally and physically disabled. Five of the seven discuss
the above axes of discrimination on an individual basis, and are designed to closely resemble
advertisements. Four of the five are digital images printed on 43.5” x 33.5” paper. These four are
based on medication ads commonly seen in magazines. They include elements such as a digital
painting of an appropriated image, a slogan and a clarifying phrase supported by research, and
references where medical information would be. The fifth is a digital image printed on a 30” x
60 piece of paper. It includes similar features to the first four, but is based on billboards instead.
The sixth piece is an arrangement of scholarly articles found in researching for the first five
images, and spans two walls in UCR’s Phyllis Gill Gallery. Printed on pastel pink, orange,
yellow, green, and blue paper, the grim research findings tile up nine feet to the ceiling in a
disorganized pattern interspersed with appropriated images of smiling women. The height creates
a bodily relationship to uncomfortable information about discrimination, and the interspersed

photographs humanize the otherwise clinical display. The final piece is the title image, which



reconfigures the digital paintings to create an 85” x 227.5” banner. Specifically, four of the
women’s faces are collaged together with the phrase “SILENCE IS NOT A CURE”

superimposed over their eyes.
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Figure 1. Cadegan, E. S. (2018). What’s a 10?. [Digital painting print], Riverside:

Phyllis Gill Gallery.



DISABLED WOMEN ARE MORE LIKELY
TO BEVICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
THAN THOSE WITHOUT DISABILITIES

Figure 2. Cadegan, E. S. (2018). Helping Hands. [Digital painting print], Riverside: Phyllis Gill Gallery.



Figure 3. Cadegan, E. S. (2018). Alive and Well. [Digital painting print], Riverside: Phyllis Gill Gallery.



Figure 4. Cadegan, E. S. (2018). HRT Didn’t Wreck Her Knee. [Digital painting print], Riverside: Phyllis
Gill Gallery.



PSYCHOSOMATIC: WHEN PHYSICAL ILLNESS IS ATTRIBUTED TO MENTAL FACTORS
DIAGNOSTIC OVERSHADOWING: WHEN THE PRESENCE OF ONE DIAGNOSIS
INTERFERES WITH DETECTING OTHER DIAGNOSES

PATIENTS WITH SERIOUS MENTAIL ILLNESS ARE UNDERTREATED
FOR SOMATIC ISSUES IN EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS

TAKE THE PSYCHO OUT OF PSYCHOSOMATIC.
TREAT MENTALLY ILL PATIENTS THE SAME AS ANY OTHER.

important Saety Inormasion
Chaswic. Angeies. G Sweet, Sun Mcandrew, 3 Massoen Descon. 2012 Mnding Oue On Bodes: Reviewng

Figure 5. Cadegan, E. S. (2018). Psycho//Somatic. [Digital painting print], Riverside: Phyllis Gill Gallery.



Figure 6. Cadegan, E. S. (2018). Research Wall One. [Print Media], Riverside: Phyllis Gill Gallery.



Figure 7. Cadegan, E. S. (2018). Research Wall Two. [Print Media], Riverside: Phyllis Gill Gallery.
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Figure 8. Cadegan, E. S. (2018). Silence is Not a Cure. [Digital painting print], Riverside: Phyllis Gill
Gallery.
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Figure 9. Installation view of Silence is Not a Cure (2018). Riverside: Phyllis Gill Gallery.
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