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Night Songs

Sara Teasdale (1884 — 1933) was truly a lyric poet, one whose works are notable for
their very personal emotions and clarity of expression. These qualities have made her
work beg to be set to music. Many of her poems deal with the theme of night, and I
had great difficulty choosing which of her poems to set for this work. All those
chosen are cast in the first person.

Sara was born and grew up in St. Louis, Missouri, leading a very sheltered life. She
was the youngest child of a well-to-do family; throughout her life she was physically
frail and struggled with depression. She was courted by several young men,
including the poet Vachel Lindsay. She turned down Lindsay's proposal of marriage,
choosing instead Ernst Filsinger, a St. Louis manufacturer, whom she married in
1914. They moved to the Upper West Side of New York City two years later.

In 1918 Sara’s work Love Songs was awarded what would later become known as the
first Pulitzer Prize for poetry. In all she had published eight volumes of work. The
initial happiness of Sara’s marriage eroded as her husband’s travels increased her
loneliness. She divorced him in 1929; after a period of serious health issues she took
her own life in 1933.

The poems in this set address a variety of emotions: a warm reminiscence of
evenings spent in New York’s Riverside Park; the innocence of a child running to her
neighbor’s house, accompanied by the moon; a lament that her inner turmoil
prevents her from resting in the beauty of the night.

Ultimately the night and the stars seem to have become sources of solace and objects
of adoration. The final poem, Winter Stars, was apparently written during the first
World War; it is a paean to the “faithful beauty of the stars” that still holds forth
through the sorrow she feels for “the young blood flowing beyond the sea.”

I.  There Will Be Stars (from Dark of the Moon, 1926)

II. Summer Night, Riverside (from Love Songs, 1917)

III. Spring Night (from Love Songs, 1917)

IV. The Kind Moon (from Helen of Troy and Other Poems, 1911)
V. June Night (from Flame and Shadow, 1920)

VI. Stars (from Flame and Shadow, 1920)

VII. Winter Stars (from Flame & Shadow, 1920)

Night Songs was composed for, and is dedicated to, the Resinosa Ensemble:

Joelle Morris (mezzo-soprano), Eliza Meyer (‘cello) and Bridget Convey (piano).
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John Newell

Composer John Newell draws from a variety of musical traditions. His
objective is to create works that reflect his personal sensibility, and
that are inspiring and rewarding for performers and listeners alike.
John’s works have long been noted for their originality, clarity and a
lyrical expressivity. He is equally at home composing for orchestra,
solo instruments, vocal ensembles and chamber groups.

Born in Charlotte, North Carolina, John graduated from Duke
University, having pursued studies in composition, piano and
conducting. He earned his M.F.A from California Institute of the Arts,
where his primary teacher was Mel Powell. John completed his formal
training at SUNY Buffalo, working with Morton Feldman as recipient
of the first Edgard Varese Fellowship. Since earning his Ph.D. in 1979
he has pursued an independent creative path.

Organizations that have commissioned works include Eight Strings &
a Whistle, Atlantic Sinfonietta and Bowery Ensemble (New York),
Monday Evening Concerts (Los Angeles), Enid Symphony Orchestra
(Oklahoma), Resinosa Ensemble and Passamaquoddy Bay Symphony
Orchestra (Maine).

His work has received support from the American Music Center, the
Massachusetts Cultural Council and Meet the Composer. John's works
are self-published through Abierto Music and he is a member of
Broadcast Music Inc. More information is available at his web site:
johnnewellmusic.com.

An accomplished pianist and conductor, John is experienced in
collaborating with performers to create and present new works. He
lives in Eastport, Maine; he is on the faculty of the Summerkeys
program and founding director of the choral ensemble Quoddy Voices.
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Night Songs mezzo-soprano, ‘cello, piano

Summer Music flute, oboe, ‘cello

Fantasy viola, ‘cello, piano

In Autumn violin, piano

...and nothing remains the same. flute, viola, ‘cello

Three Preludes flute

A Day’s Journey string quartet

Variations on Amazing Grace piano

Sequoia Quintet flute/piccolo, clarinet, oboe, horn, bassoon
Sky Music flute, clarinet, harp

Companions II piano

Song of Compassion 2 violas, keyboard, percussion
Rhapsody horn, piano

Lavender Axes flute/picc, clarinet, oboe/eh, bassoon, percussion, piano
Rondos Eb clarinet, trumpet, trombone, tuba, percussion
Knossos piano

Heterophony alto voices, violin, viola, english horn

Text soprano, violin, flute, clarinet, guitar, percussion

Image, Song, Vision flute, clarinet, violin, ‘cello
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