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Icarus (duration – about 14:00) 

I. Prelude (3:45) 

II. Lift (3:15) 

III. Floating freely (3:30) 

IV. I flew too close to the sun and saw Truth (3:30) 

 

Performance Notes 

The entire work should be played without breaks between sections (attacca). Bar numbers and rehearsal letters continue in sequence 
across sections. 
 
Accidentals apply through the bar but not across different octaves. 
 
This is a transposed score. 
 
Piece Completed: 12 November 2017 
 
Instrumentation: 
Piccolo 
2 Flutes 
3 Oboes (3. doubles English horn) 
3 Clarinets in Bb (3. doubles Bass Clarinet in Bb) 
2 Bassoons 
Contrabassoon 
4 Horns in F 
3 Trumpets in C 
3 Trombones 
Tuba 
Timpani 
2 Percussionists 
- 1: Snare Drum, Triangle, Crotales, Vibraphone, Bongos 
- 2: Xylophone, Suspended Cymbal, Bass Drum, Tam-tam, 
Wood Blocks (2) 
Harp 
Strings 

 

Program Notes 
In Ancient Greek mythology, Icarus is a young man who escapes island imprisonment with his father Daedalus by flying away using 

wings made of features and wax. Despite being warned, he ascends higher and higher, approaching the barrier between human and 

divine realms. Under the sun’s heat, his wings melt and Icarus drops to his death in the ocean below. My orchestral work was not created 

with a visual narrative in mind but rather an emotional one. Each section of Icarus expresses moods and thoughts the boy must have had 

in his experience from miraculous rise to meteoric fall. It is split into four movements that are performed without breaks in between.  
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œ# œ#

Œ Ó Œ Œ
œ#

Œ Œ
œ#

Ó œ# œ# ˙# w w
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