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Spaces of Complexity
On Not-Knowing, Un-
Learning and ‘Panoramas of 
Possibilties’

“Damage done by expertise may be cured only by more expertise. 
More expertise means, in its turn, yet more damage and more demand 
for expert cure.”

�BaOU]V\�*I]UIV�1

“The best way to get a handle on how a person is situated in the 
world is actually to construct one, a handle expressly made for the 
purpose.”

��)ZISI_I���/QV[�� 

“Sublime Uselessness”

The media, politicians and the public have accused 
IZKPQ\MK\[�WN �UIVa�\PQVO[�QV�\PM�ZMKMV\�XI[\��<PMa�
LM[QOV�»QVP]UIV¼�MV^QZWVUMV\[��<PMa�QOVWZM�\PM�
KWVLQ\QWV[�IVL�KWV[MY]MVKM[�WN �KWV[\Z]K\QWV��<PMa�
KZMI\M�[WKQIT�IVL�MKWVWUQK�[MOZMOI\QWV��<PMa�ILL�
KW[\�_Q\PW]\�ILLQVO�^IT]M�·�MKWVWUQK��K]T\]ZIT�WZ�
W\PMZ_Q[M���/Q^MV�\PQ[�PW[\QTQ\a��UIVa�_Q\PQV�\PM�
XZWNM[[QWV�NMMT�]VLMZIXXZMKQI\ML��I�NMMTQVO�\PI\�
\PM�ÅVIVKQIT�KZQ[Q[�WN ���� �M`IKMZJI\ML��)LLQVO�\W�
\PM�KZQ\QY]M�Q[�IV�QVKZMI[QVO�V]UJMZ�WN �»JW\\WU�
]X¼�QVQ\QI\Q^M[�IQUML�I\�UISQVO�PW][QVO�UWZM�
IٺWZLIJTM�IVL�KWVL]KQ^M�\W�VWV�\ZILQ\QWVIT�QLMI[�
WN �KWPIJQ\I\QWV���.QO]ZM����7VKM�UWZM��IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�
\PMWZQ[\[�IZM�LMKTIZQVO�\PM�LMI\P�WN �IZKPQ\MK\]ZM"�Q\�
[MMU[�TQSM�5IVNZMLW�<IN]ZQ¼[��!���XZMLQK\QWV�\PI\�
IZKPQ\MK\]ZM�I[�I�LQ[KQXTQVM�_I[�NI\ML�\W�¹[]JTQUM�
][MTM[[VM[[º���PI[�ÅVITTa�JMKWUM�NIK\�

<PQ[�[\I\M�WN �IٺIQZ[�PI[�[X]ZZML�I�^IZQM\a�WN �
ZM[XWV[M[��7VM�_I[�\W�\Za�\W�LWK]UMV\�_Q\P�OZMI\MZ�
XZMKQ[QWV�M`IK\Ta�PW_�IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�M`XMZ\Q[M�ILL[�

Tatjana Schneider

Opposite:
Figure 1 
Architects’ worst fears: citizens 
taking action in producing 
their city; here, in Hamburg, 
an event is announced for 
the production of wishes 
(Wunschproduktion) in 
relation to the regeneration of 
a large inner urban industrial 
area.

��BaOU]V\�*I]UIV��Modernity and 
Ambivalence��4WVLWV"�2WPV�?QTMa���
;WV[���!!��������

��ZISI_I�IVL�5ILMTMQVM�/QV[��
»-TTQX\QKIT�.QMTL��;Q\M�WN �:M^MZ[QJTM�
,M[\QVa��AWZW¼��:eversible Destiny: 
Arakawa + Gins��IKKM[[ML� �2IV]IZa�
������
P\\X"��___�ZM^MZ[QJTMLM[\QVa�
WZO��	MTTQX\QKIT�ÅMTL�
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!��[Q\M�WN�
ZM^MZ[QJTM�LM[\QVa�
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!��aWZW�

��7N\MV��Q\�Q[�WVTa�\PM�LQZMK\�KW[\�
WN �MUXTWaQVO�IV�IZKPQ\MK\�\PI\�
IZM�\ISMV�QV\W�IKKW]V\�_PMV��I[�
[WUM�IZO]M��\PM�\Z]M�KW[\�WN �I�
J]QTLQVO�[PW]TL�JM�KITK]TI\ML�Ja�
][QVO�\PM�TQNM�\QUM�KW[\��ZI\PMZ�
\PIV�\PM�]XNZWV\�QV^M[\UMV\��;MM�
NWZ�M`IUXTM"�8I]T�.QVKP��»<PM�
+I[M�NWZ�\PM�>IT]M�WN �)ZKPQ\MK\]ZM�
?W]TL�*M�0MTXML�1N �?M�3VM_�
?PI\�*]QTLQVO[�:MITTa�+W[\¼��The 
Architects’ Journal�����;MX\MUJMZ�
�����

��5IVNZMLW�<IN]ZQ��)ZKPQ\MK\]ZM�
and utopia : design and capitalist 
development��+IUJZQLOM��
5I[[IKP][M\\[��IVL�4WVLWV��
-VOTIVL"�51<�8ZM[[���!�����Q`�
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Figure 2
Chandigarh as an example 
of Zygmunt Bauman’s 
description of modernity’s 
pride in fragmentation of 
the world – resulting in 
manageable ‘problems’. 
Photo by Tatjana Schneider

Figure 3 
The tools of knowing 
imprecision: paint from 
D�SDLQW�EXFNHW�ÀLHV�RQWR�
the canvas. By submitting 
to chance outcomes Alsop 
opens up new ‘panoramas of 
possibilities’. Photo: ALL
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^IT]M�\W�\PM�J]QT\�MV^QZWVUMV\��;\]LQM[�\PI\�UILM�
\PQ[�KTIQU�NWK][ML�WV�\PM�TWVO�\MZU�ÅVIVKQIT�[I^QVO[�
�QV�UIQV\MVIVKM��NWZ�M`IUXTM��\PI\�IKKZ]ML�Ja�
MUXTWaQVO�IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�M`XMZ\Q[M��7\PMZ[�[\ZM[[ML�
the added cultural capital that architectural service 
KIV�XZW^QLM����)�\PQZL�ZM[XWV[M�_I[�LQ[IٻTQI\QWV��
;WUM�IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�XZIK\QKM[�QV[Q[\ML�\PI\�\PMa�PIL�
IT_Ia[�JMMV�LQٺMZMV\��UWZM�[WKQITTa�KWVKMZVML�
·�\PMZMJa�ZMQV^MV\QVO�\PMU[MT^M[�I[�the-guys-on-
the-right-side-of-the-fence��?PQT[\�\PM�W^MZITT�[Q\]I\QWV�
[MMUML�LQZM��QV�ITT�WN �\PM[M�ZM[XWV[M[�\PM�\ZILQ\QWVIT�
VW\QWV�WN �IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�M`XMZ\Q[M�IVL�\PM�ZWTM�WN �\PM�
IZKPQ\MK\�I[�M`XMZ\�LM[QOVMZ�XZW^ML�ZM[QTQMV\��

1V[\MIL�WN �IOOZM[[Q^MTa�ZMI[[MZ\QVO�WZ�LQ[I^W_QVO�\PM�
IZKPQ\MK\¼[�I]\PWZQ\a��\PM�\QUM�Q[�IX\�ZM�KWV[QLMZ�\PM�
QLMI�WN �IZKPQ\MK\[�I[�M`XMZ\[��?PI\�IZM�M`XMZ\['�0W_�
IZM�\PMa�KZMI\ML'�?PMZM�IVL�PW_�LW�\PMa�WXMZI\M'�
)VL��OQ^MV�\PM�MVWZUW][�KWTTIX[M�WN �_PI\�_M�\MVL�
\W�ZMNMZ�\W�I[�M`XMZ\Q[M��IZM�M`XMZ\[�VMKM[[IZa�I\�ITT�
_PMV�\PMQZ�[XMKQITQbML�SVW_TMLOM�IVL�IKK]U]TI\ML�
M`XMZQMVKM�W^MZ�aMIZ[�WN �[\]LaQVO�WZ�_WZSQVO�QV�I�
XIZ\QK]TIZ�LQ[KQXTQVM�aQMTL[�TQ\\TM�UWZM�\PIV�I�TQUQ\ML�
IVL�M^MV�UaWXQK�^QM_�WN �\PMQZ�^MZa�ÅMTL'�

<PM�[\WZa�\PI\�NWTTW_[�PMZM�Q[�IJW]\�\PM�IZKPQ\MK\�I[�
M`XMZ\� ��1�\ISM�I[�Ua�XTIKM�WN �LMXIZ\]ZM�\PM�QLMI�
\PI\�[XMKQITQ[ML�IVL�NZIOUMV\ML�SVW_TMLOM�Q[�\PM�
PITTUIZS�WN �IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�M`XMZ\Q[M��<PQ[�QLMI�LMZQ^M[�
NZWU�\PM�[WKQWTWOa�WN �BaOU]V\�*I]UIV��_PW�IZO]M[�
\PI\�UWLMZVQ\a�Q[�I�XZWL]K\�WN �\PM�IXXTQKI\QWV�
WN �M`XMZ\Q[M��-`XMZ\Q[M��_PM\PMZ�IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�WZ�
W\PMZ_Q[M��QLMV\QÅM[�XZWJTMU[�Ja�NZIOUMV\QVO�\PMU�
QV�[]KP�I�_Ia�\PI\�TIZOMZ�[WKQIT�NZIUM_WZS[�IVL�
KWV\M`\[�IZM�TW[\��¹-`XMZ\�»[WT]\QWV[¼�IZM�R][\�_PI\�
\PM�TWKIT�XWTQ\QKQIV�WZ�XZQ^I\M�MV\ZMXZMVM]Z�Q[�IN\MZ�º�
4]KQ][�*]ZKSPIZL\�_ZQ\M[��¹0M�VMML[�[QUXTM�Q[[]M[��
IVL�PM�_IV\[�QUXTMUMV\I\QWV�\W�XZWKMML�QV�[XMKQÅK��
LQ[\QVK\�XPI[M[�\PI\�MVL�JMNWZM�I�VM_�WVM�JMOQV[��
;\ZI\MOQK�XTIVVQVO�IVL�I�XZWKM[[�JI[ML�IXXZWIKP�
IZM�QUXW[[QJTM�_PMV�XWTQKa�Q[�WZQMV\ML�\W�\PM�ZIKM�
\W�OM\�\PQVO[�ÅVQ[PML��ZI\PMZ�\PIV�I�LQ[K][[QWV�
WN �XW\MV\QIT�IT\MZVI\Q^M�\IZOM\[�º!��<PM�[a[\MU�WN �
XZWNM[[QWVIT�TQKMV[QVO�IVL�IKKZMLQ\I\QWV�\PI\�PI[�JMMV�
M[\IJTQ[PML�\W�ZMO]TI\M�\PM�IZKPQ\MK\]ZM�XZWNM[[QWV�

��;MM�NWZ�M`IUXTM"�.TWZI�
;IU]MT�M\�IT���»+]T\]ZIT�>IT]M��
7N �)ZKPQ\MK\]ZM�QV�0WUM[�IVL�
6MQOPJW]ZPWWL[¼��;PMٻMTL"�<PM�
=VQ^MZ[Q\a�WN �;PMٻMTL��;KPWWT�WN �
)ZKPQ\MK\]ZM��������

��<PM�XZWUQVMV\�IZKPQ\MK\]ZM�
_ZQ\MZ�8I]T�.QVKP�PI[�ZMKMV\Ta�
IZO]ML�QV�IV�IZ\QKTM�NWZ�\PM�
Architects’ Journal that 
IZKPQ\MK\]ZM�¹UIa�JM�XWTQ\QKIT��J]\�
Q\�Q[�N]VLIUMV\ITTa�IJW]\�KZMI\Q^M�
QLMI[º��;MM"�8I]T�.QVKP��»:MOQUM�
>IT]M[�)ZM�4M[[�1UXWZ\IV\�\PIV�I�
Building’s Use’, Architects’ Journal, 
���;MX\MUJMZ�������.WZ�I�KZQ\QY]M�
WN �IZKPQ\MK\[�I[�M`XMZ\[�[MM"�
*IZJIZI�4��)TTMV�IVL�:WJMZ\I�5��
.MTLUIV��»*MaWVL�-`XMZ\�+]T\]ZM¼��
Journal of  Architectural Education 
53��VW����������"��� ��)VL��NWZ�I�
JZWILMZ�LQ[K][[QWV�WN �\PM�LZIUI\QK�
NIQT]ZM�WN �M`XMZ\Q[M�·�TQVSML�\W�
\PM�_QLMZ�KZQ[M[�WN �KIXQ\ITQ[U�
[MM�,I^QL�0IZ^Ma��»<PM�+ZQ[M[�
WN �+IXQ\ITQ[U¼��:WaIT�;WKQM\a�
NWZ�\PM�MVKW]ZIOMUMV\�WN �)Z\[��
5IV]NIK\]ZM[�IVL�+WUUMZKM��
���)XZQT��������P\\X["��___�
\PMZ[I�WZO�LQ[KW^MZ�^QLMW[�M^MV\�
^QLMW[���������\PM�KZQ[M[�WN�
KIXQ\ITQ[U���

��<PM�\MZU�»M`XMZ\¼�PI[�I�ZMTI\Q^MTa�
[PWZ\�PQ[\WZa��1\�PI[�WVTa�JMMV�
][ML�[QVKM�\PM�MIZTa�VQVM\MMV\P�
KMV\]Za�_PMV�IV�QVL][\ZQITQ[QVO�
[WKQM\a��I[�:IaUWVL�?QTTQIU[�
_ZQ\M[��¹X]\�QVKZMI[QVO�MUXPI[Q[�WV�
[XMKQITQbI\QWV�IVL�Y]ITQÅKI\QWVº��
;MM"�:IaUWVL�?QTTQIU[��Keywords 
– A Vocabulary of  Culture and Society, 
revised and expanded edition 
�4WVLWV"�.WV\IVI�8IXMZJIKS[��
�! ������!�

 �<PM�][M�WN �\PM�_WZL�»[\WZa¼�Q[�
QV\MV\QWVIT��)[�2MZMUa�<QTT�IVL�1�
_ZQ\M��Q\�KW]V\MZ[�QV_IZL�TWWSQVO�
and excluding discourses and 
QV[\MIL�TWWS[�I\�ZMTI\ML�QV[\IVKM[�
that, read next to each other, 
LM^MTWX�IVL�LZQ^M�\PM�\WXQK��;MM"�
<I\RIVI�;KPVMQLMZ�IVL�2MZMUa�
<QTT��»*MaWVL�,Q[KW]Z[M"�6W\M[�WV�
;XI\QIT�)OMVKa¼��Footprint��VW����
����!�"�!�·! �



79

N]Z\PMZ�QUXQVOM[�WV�\PM�IZKPQ\MK\¼[�IJQTQ\a�\W�XZWL]KM�
[XIKM[�\PI\�KW]V\MZIK\�UWLMZVQ\a¼[�XZWKM[[M[�WN �
NZIOUMV\I\QWV��

1V�NWK][QVO�WV�\PM�_WZS�WN �\_W�XZIK\QKM[��\PI\�WN �
?QTT�)T[WX�IVL�:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa��1�XZM[MV\�\_W�
IT\MZVI\Q^M�UMIV[�WN �_WZSQVO��<PMa�IZM�I\\MUX\[�\W�
KPITTMVOM�UWLMZVQ\a¼[�NZIOUMV\I\QWV��_PQKP�ZM[]T\[�
QV�\PM�TW[[�WN �U]T\QXTQKQ\a��KWV\ZILQK\QWV�IVL other 
XW[[QJQTQ\QM[��<PMa�UISM�I�KI[M�NWZ�\PM�VMKM[[IZa�
ZM�KWUXTM`QÅKI\QWV�WN �IZKPQ\MK\]ZM¼[�ÅMTL�WN �_WZS�
Ja�ZM\PQVSQVO�PW_�W]Z�]VLMZ[\IVLQVO�WN �M`XMZ\Q[M�
MUMZOM[�NZWU�_Q\PQV�\PM�XZWL]K\QWV�WN �[XIKM��

Will Alsop

?PMV�I[SML�IJW]\�_Pa�PM�XIQV\[��\PM�4WVLWV�JI[ML�
IZKPQ\MK\�?QTT�)T[WX�[\I\M["�¹?PMV�aW]�KWUXIZM�
CXIQV\QVOE�_Q\P�\PM�����ZIXQLWOZIXP�CXMV��_M�[MM�
\PI\�_Q\P�\PM�XMVE�aW]�UIa�KZMI\M�OZMI\�XZMKQ[M�
LZI_QVO[�\PI\�PI^M�OZMI\�I]\PWZQ\a��8IQV\QVO�Q[�VW\�
^MZa�XZMKQ[M��)VL�IT[W�\PMZM�KIV�JM�IKKQLMV\[��AW]¼ZM�
M`MZKQ[QVO�aW]Z�JZIQV�JMaWVL�_PI\�aW]�SVW_�º�� 
�.QO]ZM����?PQTM�IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�XZWL]K\QWV�Q[�PI]V\ML�
Ja�_PI\�.ZIVKM[KI�0]OPM[�KITT[�¹NMIZ�WN �MZZWZº11 
IVL�¹ILLQK\QWV�\W�XZMKQ[QWV�º���)T[WX�LMTQJMZI\MTa�
counters architecture’s anxieties with processes 
\PI\�[]JUQ\�PQU[MTN �\W�KPIVKM��1\�Q[�)T[WX¼[�M`XTQKQ\�
][M�WN ��[WUM�WN��\PM�\WWT[�WN �IVW\PMZ�LQ[KQXTQVM�\W�
Y]M[\QWV�PQ[�W_V�_PQKP�UISM�PQ[�_WZS�KWUXMTTQVO��
1V�W\PMZ�_WZL[��Q\�Q[�VW\�\PM�NIK\�\PI\�PM�XIQV\[�\PI\�Q[�
[QOVQÅKIV\��J]\�PQ[�I\\MV\QWV�\W�\PM�TQUQ\I\QWV[�WN �PQ[�
UIQV�ÅMTL�WN �WXMZI\QWV"�IZKPQ\MK\]ZM��0M�ZMXTIKM[�
\PM�ZIXQLWOZIXP�_Q\P�_QLM�XIQV\JZ][PM[�IVL�J]KSM\[�
WN �XIQV\�\PI\�PM�[_QVO[�NWZ�\PM�XIQV\�\W�Æa�WV\W�\PM�
ÆI\�[]ZNIKM�WN �\PM�KIV^I[��1V�LWQVO�[W��PM�[]ZZMVLMZ[�
M`IK\VM[[��XZMKQ[QWV��IVL�\PM�PaXMZ�IKK]ZIKa�WN �
IZKPQ\MK\]ZM¼[�IJ[\ZIK\�[XIKM��<PZW]OP�PQ[�XIQV\QVO�
process, things happen without prior planning, 
LMTQJMZI\QWV�WZ�M`XMK\I\QWV�·�IVL�VM_�KWVVMK\QWV[�
IVL�ZMTI\QWV[�MUMZOM��

?PQT[\�)T[WX¼[�XIQV\QVO[�PI^M�JMMV�LM[KZQJML�I[�I�
¹OMVMZI\WZ�WN �XZWXW[IT[�º����NWK][QVO�WV�\PMU�[WTMTa�
I[�I�UMIV[�\W�IV�MVL�_W]TL�JM�\W�UQ[[�\PM�XWQV\��1V�

!�4]KQ][�*]ZKSPIZL\��»*]QTLQVO���)�
8ZWKM[[�_Q\P�6W�7JTQOI\QWV[�\W�
0MZQ\IOM�8ZM[MZ^I\QWV���!���¼��QV�
Lucius Burckhardt. Writings. Rethinking 
Man-Made Enviornments��?QMV��6M_�
AWZS"�;XZQVOMZ�����������·���

���?QTT�)T[WX��<PM�4IJWZI\WZa�
Exhibition and the Experimental 
8ZWL]K\QWV�WN �)ZKPQ\MK\]ZM��
QV\MZ^QM_�Ja�.TWZQIV�3W[[IS�����
)]O][\������

���.ZIVKM[KI�0]OPM[��The 
Architecture of  Error. Matter, Measure, 
and the Misadventures of  Precision 
�+IUJZQLOM��5I[[IKP][M\\[�IVL�
4WVLWV��-VOTIVL"�<PM�51<�8ZM[[��
���������

���1JQL�����

���2WVI\PIV�)LIU[��»<PZMM�
8ZWRMK\[�Ja�?QTT�)T[WX¼��AA Files��VW��
�����!!��"����
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)T[WX¼[�XIZ\QK]TIZ�KI[M��\PM�IK\�WN �XIQV\QVO�WV�TIZOM�
[KITM�KIV^I[M[�NWZKM[�I�LQٺMZMV\�MVOIOMUMV\�VW\�WVTa�
_Q\P�WVM¼[�W_V�JWLa�IVL�Q\[�ZMTI\QWV�\W�\PM�[]ZNIKM�
WN �\PM�KIV^I[�J]\�IT[W�_Q\P�LMMXMZ�IV`QM\QM[�IJW]\�
XMZNMK\QWV��.QO]ZM�����0W_�LMMXTa�ZWW\ML�\PQ[�NMIZ�
WN �KPIVKM�IVL�\PM�VMML�NWZ�JMI]\a�IVL�XMZNMK\QWV�
Q[�M^MV�W]\[QLM�\PM�XZWNM[[QWV�WN �IZKPQ\MK\]ZM�Q[�
MTIJWZI\ML�_PMV�PM�\ITS[�IJW]\�\PM�XZWKM[[�WN �I�
_WZS[PWX�PM�KWVL]K\ML�_Q\P�XZW[XMK\Q^M�[\]LMV\[�WN �
IZKPQ\MK\]ZM�I\�\PM�:WaIT�)KILMUa�WN �)Z\[��_PMZM�
XIZ\QKQXIV\[�_PW�M`XMK\ML�\W�LW�I�_WZS[PWX�IJW]\�
J]QTLQVO[�_MZM�QV[\MIL�KWVNZWV\ML�_Q\P�J]KSM\[�
WN �XIQV\��<PM�XIZ\QKQXIV\[��PM�[Ia[��¹IZM�_WZZQML��
XIZ\QK]TIZTa�QN �\PMZM�Q[�I�VQKM�JQ\�\PI\�KWUM[�W]\��
<PMa¼L�OW�IZW]VL�\PI\��<PMa�LWV¼\�_IV\�\W�OW�W^MZ�
Q\��7VM�[PW]TLV¼\�JM�INZIQL�WN �\PI\��<PQ[�Q[�IJW]\�
KIZZaQVO�WV�_Q\P�\PM�[IUM�[WZ\�WN �QV\MV[Q\a��=V\QT�
aW]�[MM�[WUM\PQVO��_PQKP�IK\]ITTa�UISM[�aW]�_IV\�
\W�[\IZ\�[WUM\PQVO�MT[M�JMKI][M�aW]�IZM�ITZMILa�WV�

4

Figure 4 
Alsop’s canvasses
The large dimension of the 
canvas allows for the co-
existence of fragments and 
ambivalence. Photo: ALL 
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\W�I�\ZIQV�WN �\PW]OP\��;W��NWZ�\PM�JWa[�IVL�OQZT[�PMZM�
\WLIa"�C\PM�TM[[WV�Q[E�VW\PQVO�Q[�^MZa�XZMKQW][��aW]�
SVW_��1N �aW]�\PQVS�Q\�Q[�XZMKQW][��\PI\¼[�I�SQTTMZ�º��

)T[WX¼[�_WZL[�JZQVO�\W�UQVL�\PM�[MTN�LM[KZQX\QWV�
WN �+ZQU[WV�)ZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�0Q[\WZQIV[��I�,]\KP�
XZIK\QKM��I[�¹XIQV\QVO�XIVWZIUI[�WN �XW[[QJQTQ\QM[�º�� 
<PM[M�XIVWZIUI[��XZWL]KML�Ja�I^WQLQVO�KTMIZ�K]\�
IV[_MZ[�IVL�\PM�LQ[\IVKQVO�WN �\PMU[MT^M[�_Q\P�\PMQZ�
ZM[MIZKP��J]\�MVOIOQVO�QV[\MIL�_Q\P�¹Ua\PWTWOa�
IVL�\Z]\P��_ZQ\QVO�IVL�J]QTLQVO�IVL�LMUWTQ\QWVº�
TMIL�\W�_PI\�\PMa�KITT�¹PITT]KQVI\QWV�WN �_PI\�_I[��
never was, could have been, should have been, 
should not have been, might still become and can 
JM�UILM�\W�JM�JMTQM^ML�Ja�[WUM�\PI\�Q\�IK\]ITTa�
Q[�º��  Alsop’s canvases also contain this promise 
WN �U]T\QXTM�XW[[QJQTQ\QM[�·�\PZW]OP�\PM�^MZa�TIKS�WN �
XZMKQ[QWV��1\�Q[�I[�U]KP�\PM�TIKS�WN �IKK]ZIKa�\PI\�
UISM[�\PM[M�KWUXW]VL�ZMILQVO[�\PQVSIJTM��I[�Q\�Q[�
PQ[�]V_QTTQVOVM[[�\W�[MXIZI\M�WZ�K]\�Wٺ�LQٺMZMV\�QLMI[�
NZWU�WVM�IVW\PMZ��� The paintings, as a prominent 
NMI\]ZM�QV�IVL�WN �PQ[�XZIK\QKM��IZM�I�\WWT�NWZ�^IT]QVO�
KPIVKM��\PM�IKKQLMV\IT�IVL�]VQV\MVLML��<PMa�ITTW_�
NZIOUMV\[��QVIKK]ZIKQM[�IVL�IUJQ^ITMVKM[�\W�M`Q[\�� 

Reversible Destiny

4QSM�)T[WX¼[�XIQV\QVO[��\PM�_WZS�WN �:M^MZ[QJTM�
,M[\QVa��\PM�XZIK\QKM�WN �\PM�TI\M�;P][IS]�)ZISI_I�
IVL�5ILMTMQVM�/QV[��VW_�I�VWV�XZWÅ\�IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�
NW]VLI\QWV�JI[ML�W]\�WN �6M_�AWZS���N]VLIUMV\ITTa�
KPITTMVOM[�IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�KWVKMX\QWV[�WN �WZLMZ�
IVL�KWV[\Z]K\QWV�_PQTM�Q\�QV^M[\QOI\M[�XZWKM[[M[�WN �
TMIZVQVO�IVL�\PMQZ�[XI\QIT�M`XZM[[QWV[��1V�XZWRMK\[�
MV\Q\TML�»<PM�5MKPIVQ[U�WN �5MIVQVO¼�WZ�»4IVLQVO�
;Q\M�[��¼�»)ZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�*WLa�¼�IVL�»)ZKPQ\MK\]ZM�
IOIQV[\�,MI\P¼��:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa�QV^Q\M[�][�\W�\ISM�
XIZ\�QV�I�ZM\PQVSQVO�WN �_PI\�Q\�UMIV[�\W�TQ^M��L_MTT�
IVL�J]QTL��!�;WUM�WN �\PM[M�XZWRMK\[�IZM�XIXMZ�JI[ML��
W\PMZ[�IZM�\PZMM�LQUMV[QWVIT�QV[\ITTI\QWV[��_PQT[\�aM\�
W\PMZ[�IZM�TIZOM�[KITM��IZKPQ\MK\]ZM�TQSM�[\Z]K\]ZM[��

7VM�WN �\PM[M�J]QT\�M`IUXTM[�Q[�\PM�»;Q\M�WN �:M^MZ[QJTM�
,M[\QVa¼�QV�AWZW��2IXIV��ZMITQbML�JM\_MMV��!!��!���
_PQKP�KWUM[�_Q\P�I�LM\IQTML�UIX�IVL��QN �^Q[Q\WZ[�

���<PM�4MIZVQVO�,MXIZ\UMV\�
I\�<PM�:WaIT�)KILMUa�WN �)Z\[��
Will Alsop RA Leads an Architecture 
Workshop as Part of  the Royal Academy’s 
attRAct Programme for a-Level Students, 
������P\\X["��___�ZWaITIKILMUa�
WZO�]S�IZ\Q[\�_QTT�IT[WX�ZI�

���+ZQU[WV��Too Blessed to Be 
Depressed: Crimson Architectural 
Historians 1994-2002��:W\\MZLIU"�
��������������

���1JQL����· �

���7VM�WN �\PM�SMa�LMÅVQ\QWV[�WN �
XZMKQ[QWV�ZMNMZ[�\W�¹<PM�IK\QWV�
WZ�IV�IK\�WN �[MXIZI\QVO�WZ�K]\\QVO�
Wٺ��esp��\PM�UMV\IT�[MXIZI\QWV�WN �
WVM�NIK\�WZ�QLMI�NZWU�IVW\PMZ#�
IJ[\ZIK\QWV��LMÅVQ\QWV�º�1V�)T[WX¼[�
example, the conscious decision 
to leave precision behind could 
\PMZMNWZM�VW\�WVTa�JM�ZMIL�I[�I�
»TIKS¼�WN �IKK]ZIKa��J]\�IT[W�I[�IV�
intent to go against the abstraction 
IVL�[MXIZI\QWV�WN �QLMI[��.WZ�\PM�
N]TT�LMÅVQ\QWV�WN �\PM�\MZU�[MM"�
»8ZMKQ[QWV��6��IVL�)LR�¼��OED Online 
�7`NWZL�=VQ^MZ[Q\a�8ZM[[���IKKM[[ML�
��2IV]IZa�������P\\X"��___�WML�
KWU�MZM[W]ZKM[�[PMN�IK�]S�^QM_�
-V\Za���!����

� �<PQ[�Q[�QV�[\IZS�KWV\ZI[\�\W�
his built architecture where the 
I^WQLIVKM�WN �XMZNMK\QWV�IVL�\PM�
VW\QWV�WN �U]T\QXTQKQ\a�Q[�IZO]IJTa�
WN\MV�TW[\��<PQ[�Q[�]VTQSM�W\PMZ�
IZKPQ\MK\[�_PW[M�]VLMZ[\IVLQVO�WN �
a building includes the continuation 
WN �\PM[M�\PMUM[�QV\W�\PM�J]QT\�WJRMK\�
�NWZ�M`IUXTM"�4IKI\WV���>I[[IT��
8I\ZQKS�*W]KPIQV�WZ�?IT\MZ�;MOIT��

�!�.WZ�I�LQ[K][[QWV�WN �)ZISI_I�IVL�
/QV[¼�_WZS�[MM"�;IUQZI�3I_I[P��
»;INM�0W][M'"�*WLa��*]QTLQVO��IVL�
\PM�9]M[\QWV�WN �;MK]ZQ\a¼��Cultural 
Critique��VW�����������"�� �·���#�
2MIV�5QKPMT�:IJI\u��»1V\ZWL]K\QWV�
\W�1V\MZNIKM[��)ZISI_I�IVL�/QV[�
;XMKQIT�1[[]M¼��Interfaces����VW��������
������"��·����<PM�XZIK\QKM¼[�_MJ[Q\M�
KIV�JM�NW]VL�PMZM"�P\\X"��___�
ZM^MZ[QJTMLM[\QVa�WZO�
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wish so, a helmet upon entering; additional advice 
[]OOM[\[�\PM�][MN]TVM[[�WN �Z]JJMZ�[WTML�[PWM[�
�.QO]ZM�����<PM�UIX��WZ�ZI\PMZ�»1VQ\QIT�,QZMK\QWV[�
NWZ�=[M¼�WN �\PM�KMV\ZIT�XIZ\�WN �\PQ[�XIZS��»<PM�
-TTQX\QKIT�.QMTL¼��[\I\M�\PI\�^Q[Q\WZ[�[PW]TL�¹CQE
V[\MIL�WN �JMQVO�NMIZN]T�WN �TW[QVO�aW]Z�JITIVKM��
TWWS�NWZ_IZL�\W�Q\��I[�I�LM[QZIJTM�ZMWZLMZQVO�WN �\PM�
TIVLQVO�[Q\M[��NWZUMZTa�SVW_V�I[�\PM�[MV[M[��º��  
)\�\PQ[�[Q\M��\PM�XPQTW[WXPMZ�*MZVPIZL�?ITLMVNMT[�
_ZQ\M[��WVM�Q[�¹VW\�WVTa�QV^Q\ML�\W�ZMNZIQV�NZWU�
R]LOQVO��J]\�\W�[\WX�_ITSQVO�QV�\PM�][]IT�UIVVMZ��
IT_Ia[�\ISQVO�\MZZIQV�NWZ�OZIV\ML�º�� And indeed, 
WVM�KIVVW\�VI^QOI\M�\PQ[�ÅMTL�_Q\P�WVM¼[�XZM^QW][�
JWLQTa�M`XMZQMVKM�WN �[XIKM��<PM�ZMO]TIZ�[\ZMM\�
XI\\MZV[�WN �KQ\QM[�\W�_PQKP�_M�IZM�IKK][\WUML��
NZWU�*MZTQV�IVL�<WSaW�\W�6M_�AWZS�·�IVL�
whose miniaturized imprints are engraved 
and painted onto the slopes surrounding the 
-TTQX\QKIT�.QMTL�·�IZM�VWV�M`Q[\MV\�PMZM��¹<PM�
JWLa�I[�JWLa�Q[�IT_Ia[�I\�ZQ[Sº���_ZQ\M[�;IUQZI�
3I_I[P�IJW]\�\PQ[�ÅMTL�\PI\�Q[�I�[MY]MVKM�WN �
mounds and depressions upon which streets are 
TIQL�IVL�»)ZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�.ZIOUMV\[¼��QVKT]LQVO�
IZUKPIQZ[�IVL�SQ\KPMV�]VQ\[��IZM�KT][\MZML�QV\W�

6

���)ZISI_I�IVL�/QV[��»;Q\M�WN �
:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa���AWZW¼��QV�
REVERSIBLE DESTINY. WE HAVE 
DECIDED NOT TO DIE. ARAKAWA/
GINS��6M_�AWZS"�/]OOMVPMQU�5][M]U�
8]JTQKI\QWV���!!��������

���*MZVPIZL�?ITLMVNMT[��»7]\�WN �
Balance’, in REVERSIBLE DESTINY. 
WE HAVE DECIDED NOT TO 
DIE. ARAKAWA/GINS��6M_�AWZS"�
Guggenheim Museum Publication, 
�!!��������

���;IUQZI�3I_I[P��»*WLQM[�I\�:Q[S"�
<PM�)ZKPQ\MK\]ZM�WN �:M^MZ[QJTM�
,M[\QVa¼��8)2"�A Journal of  Performance 
and Art�����VW������!! �"�����

Figure 7
The photo shows a study for panel 
9 of mechanism 8 – Reassembling, 
part of the work ‘The Mechanism 
of Meaning’ by Arakawa/Gins 
(Shusaku Arakawa 1936-2010 
and Madeline Gins 1941-2014). 
Pencil, marker, collage on paper, 
Dimensions: 73 x 58.5cm, Date 
of Creation: 1963-73/78, © 
2015, Estate of Madeline Gins. 
Reproduced with permission of the 
Estate of Madeline Gins. Photo by 
Walter Russell
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I�[MZQM[�WN �bWVM[�_Q\P�VIUM[�[]KP�I[�»6M]\ZITQbML�
IVL�6M]\ZITQbQVO�,MT\I�¼�»:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa�
:MLW]JTML�-ٺWZ\�BWVM�¼�»;KITM�)LR][\UMV\�BWVM¼�
IVL�»-T[M_PMZM�IVL�6W\�¼�<PM�KWVKMX\]IT�IVL�
\PMWZM\QKIT�]VLMZXQVVQVO�WN �I�[XIKM�\PI\�KWV[\IV\Ta�
KPITTMVOM[�\PM�JWLa�Q[�TQ\MZITTa�\ZIV[XW[ML�QV\W�»ZMIT¼�
[XIKM"�KWUUWV�XPZI[M[��I[�M`XZM[[ML�QV�\PM�Y]W\M�
I\�\PM�JMOQVVQVO�WN �\PQ[�\M`\��»OM\\QVO�I�PIVLTM�WV¼���
are translated into objects and sceneries which are 
XTIKML�WV�\PM�QZZMO]TIZ�\MZZIQV�WN �\PM�XIZS��)ZISI_I�
IVL�/QV[�M`XW[M�\PM�\MZZWZ�KZMI\ML�Ja�LQ[UIV\TQVO�
\PW[M�VW\QWV[�WN �WZLMZ�]XWV�_PQKP�UW[\�WN �W]Z�
M`XMZQMVKM[�IZM�JI[ML��

<PQ[�LQ[Z]X\QWV�WN �_PI\�_M�\ISM�NWZ�OZIV\ML�QV�W]Z�
LIQTa�TQ^M[��\PM�IJ[\ZIK\QWV�WN �\I[S[�IVL�UW^MUMV\[�
QV\W�ZMK\QTQVMIZ�[PIXM[��Q[�N]Z\PMZ�IL^IVKML�QV�I�
[MZQM[�WN �IXIZ\UMV\[��»<PM�:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa�4WN\[�¼�
_PQKP�_MZM�J]QT\�QV�<WSaW�QV������.QO]ZM�����1\�Q[�
\PM�JWLa¼[�W_V�M`XMZ\Q[M�\PI\�Q[�KPITTMVOML�PMZM�QV�
I�[QUQTIZ�aM\�[TQOP\Ta�UWZM�[]J\TM�_Ia�\PIV�QV�AWZW�
8IZS��1N �SVW_QVO�Q[�IV�WJ[\IKTM�\W�[MMQVO��I[�0IV[�
>MVP]QbMV�·�_PW�LM[KZQJM[�PQU[MTN �I[�¹IV�M`XMZ\�QV�
VW\�SVW_QVOº���·�IZO]M[��IVL�QN �Q\�Q[�]VY]M[\QWVML�
habit, convenience and learned practice which 
UISM[�][�JTQVL��\PMV�\PM�]VM^MV�IVL�PIZL�[]ZNIKM[��
\PM�]V][]IT�TIaW]\�IVL�UI\MZQIT�KPWQKM[�WN �\PM�4WN\[�
NWZKM�][�\W�\Z]Ta�[MM��8][PQVO�][�QV\W�VW\�SVW_QVO�
�Ja�IJIVLWVQVO�\PM�\PQVO[�\PI\�W]Z�JWLQM[�SVW_��
ZMVMOW\QI\M[�IVL�ZMKWVÅO]ZM[�IV`QM\QM[�WN �LQ[WZLMZ��
MZZWZ�IVL�IUJQ^ITMVKM��?PI\�Q[�KWV[QLMZML�VWZUIT�
Q[�PMZM�[]J^MZ\ML��1V�LWQVO�[W��\PM�JWLa�Q[�VW�TWVOMZ��
I[�QV�UW[\�KWVKMX\QWV[�WN �[XIKM��IV�IJ[\ZIK\ML�
NZIOUMV\�J]\�IV�QV\MOZIT�XIZ\�WN �[XIKM��

»<PM�:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa�4WN\[¼�.QO]ZM����IZM�QV�\PQ[�
ZMILQVO�IV�M`\MV[QWV�WN �)ZISI_I�IVL�/QV[¼�MIZTQMZ�
_WZS�MV\Q\TML�»<PM�5MKPIVQ[U�WN �5MIVQVO¼"�I�[MZQM[�
WN �XIVMT[�LM^MTWXML�JM\_MMV��!������IVL�QV��!!��
_PQKP��I[�.��4��:][P�IZO]M[��KWV\MVL�QV�VW�]VKMZ\IQV�
\MZU[�ÅZUTa�PMTL�JMTQMN[�IVL�KWVKMX\[����»<PM�
5MKPIVQ[U�WN �5MIVQVO¼��TQSM�ITT�WN �\PM�XZWRMK\[�Ja�
)ZISI_I�IVL�/QV[��Q[�[a[\MUI\QK�QV�Q\[�M`XTWZI\QWV�WN �
I�\WXQK�·�QV�\PQ[�KI[M��UMIVQVO��1\�Q[�IV�IZZIVOMUMV\�
WN � ��XIVMT[�\PI\�XZM[MV\�TWOQKIT�X]bbTM[��KWOVQ\Q^M�

���0IV[�>MVP]QbMV��»8TIVUI[\MZ¼�
�3I[[MT�����2]VM�������

���.��4��:][P��»<W�<PQVS��<W�
1V^MV\��<W�*M�1V^MV\ML��:MÆMK\QWV[�
WV�<PM�5MKPIVQ[U[�WN �5MIVQVO¼��
in REVERSIBLE DESTINY. WE 
HAVE DECIDED NOT TO DIE. 
ARAKAWA/GINS��6M_�AWZS"�
Guggenheim Museum Publication, 
�!!������·���
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WZ�JMPI^QW]ZIT�OIUM[��\W�JM�NWTTW_ML�[\MX�Ja�[\MX�
QV�[Q`\MMV�RW]ZVMa[�����<PM[M�RW]ZVMa[�IZM�JI[ML�WV��
QVQ\QITTa��]V�TMIZVQVO�KWV^MV\QWVIT�UMIVQVO[��\PMa�
KITT�\PQ[�»6M]\ZITQbI\QWV�WN �;]JRMK\Q^Q\a¼���M`IUQVQVO�
VW\QWV[�WN �IUJQO]Q\a�QV�\PM�KWV\M`\�WN �UMIVQVO�
�VW\QVO�\PI\�¹M^MZa\PQVO�Q[�IUJQO]W][�I[�_MTT�I[�\PM�
R]LOMUMV\�\PI\�[WUM\PQVO�Q[�IUJQO]W][º�����JMNWZM�
ZMIKPQVO�\PM�ÅVIT�[MK\QWV�·�ILLML�QV��!!��·�KITTML�
»:M^QM_�IVL�;MTN�+ZQ\QKQ[U�¼�1V�LWQVO�[W��)ZISI_I�
IVL�/QV[�][M�\PM�\MZU�»UMIVQVO¼�I[�I�^MPQKTM�\W�
M`XTWZM�KWV^MV\QWV[�·�_PI\�Q[�IKKMX\ML�QV�M^MZaLIa�
][M��·�IVL�QV\ZWL]KM�W\PMZ�XW[[QJTM�IVL�XZWJIJTM�
IXXTQKI\QWV[��1V�\PI\�_Ia��\PMQZ�XZIK\QKM�JMKWUM[�
I�UMIV[�\W�KZQ\QKITTa�Y]M[\QWV�XPZI[M[��WJRMK\[�IVL�
[\Z]K\]ZM[�[W�M[\IJTQ[PML�IVL�[\IVLIZL�\PI\�\PMa�PI^M�
KWUM�\W�JM�\ISMV�NWZ�OZIV\ML��

Experts in not-knowing

<W�JM�[]ZM��)T[WX�IVL�:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa�XZM[MV\�
WVTa�\_W�[\WZQM[��AM\��\PMa�JMTWVO�\W�I�TIZOMZ�[M\�WN �
XZIK\QKM[��QVLQ^QL]IT[�IVL�OZW]X[�_PW�_WZS�QV�_Ia[�
that challenge established processes and practices 
KZQ\QKITTa�IVL��I\�\PM�[IUM�\QUM��LWV¼\�¹KIZM�IJW]\�
C°E�[\I\][��J]\�QV[\MIL�MVOIOM�_Q\P�\PM�_WZTL�I[�
M`XMZ\�KQ\QbMV[��_WZSQVO�_Q\P�W\PMZ[��\PM�KQ\QbMV�
M`XMZ\[��WV�MY]IT�\MZU[�º����1\�Q[�PMZM��QV�\PM�_Ia[�
WN �_WZSQVO�IVL�LWQVO�WN �)T[WX�IVL�:M^MZ[QJTM�
,M[\QVa��_PMZM�\PM�LQ[K][[QWV�WN �M`XMZ\Q[M�OM\[�
U]KP�UWZM�QV\MZM[\QVO��1\�JMKWUM[�UWZM�QV\MZM[\QVO�
JMKI][M�Q\�KZMI\M[�[XIKM[�NWZ�IUJQ^ITMVKM��NWZ�
LW]J\��NWZ�QVKWV[Q[\MVKa��^IZQI\QWV�IVL�IT\MZVI\Q^M�
IK\QWV[��6WVM�WN �\PQ[��PW_M^MZ��Q[�[MMV�I[�I�XW[Q\Q^M�
trait in a world that is obsessed with hierarchies, 
TQVM�UIVIOMUMV\�IVL�\PM�KTMIZ�LQ[\ZQJ]\QWV�WN �
responsibilities, because ambivalence doesn’t 
XZWL]KM�VMI\�XZWJTMU[��)VL��QN �\PMZM�IZMV¼\�IVa�
VMI\�XZWJTMU[�\W�ILLZM[[��QN �\PMZM�Q[�IUJQ^ITMVKM��
\PMZM�_QTT�JM��I[�BaOU]V\�*I]UIV�_ZQ\M[��¹IV`QM\a�º�
_PQKP�Q[�_Pa�¹_M�M`XMZQMVKM�IUJQ^ITMVKM�I[�
LQ[WZLMZ�º� ��<PQ[�Q[�KTMIZTa�UW[\�\PZMI\MVQVO�\W�
\PW[M�_PW�TQSM�\W�J]VLTM�]X�XZWJTMU[�QV\W�_MTT�
WZLMZML�XIKSIOM[�[QVKM�M`XMZ\�SVW_TMLOM��I[�*uLIZL�
IVL�+PQ�_ZQ\M��Q[�UW[\�TQSMTa�\W�NIQT�QV�[Q\]I\QWV[�
_PMZM�\I[S[�ZMY]QZM�TI\MZIT�\PQVSQVO�QV[\MIL�WN �

���<PM�UMKPIVQ[U[�IZM"����
6M]\ZITQbI\QWV�WN �;]JRMK\Q^Q\a#����
4WKITQbI\QWV�IVL�<ZIV[NMZMVKM#�
���8ZM[MV\I\QWV�WN �IUJQO]W][�
bWVM[#����<PM�-VMZOa�WN �5MIVQVO�
�*QWKPMUQKIT��8Pa[KIT��IVL�
8[aKPWXPa[QKIT�)[XMK\[#����,MOZM[[�
WN �5MIVQVO#����-`XIV[QWV�IVL�
:ML]K\QWV�5MIVQVO�WN �;KITM#�
���;XTQ\\QVO�WN �5MIVQVO#� ��
:MI[[MUJTQVO#�!��:M^MZ[QJQTQ\a#�
����<M`\]ZM�WN �5MIVQVO#�����
5IXXQVO�WN �5MIVQVO#�����.MMTQVO�
WN �5MIVQVO#�����4WOQK�WN �5MIVQVO#�
����+WV[\Z]K\QWV�WN �\PM�5MUWZa�
WN �5MIVQVO#�����5MIVQVO�WN �
1V\MTTQOMVKM#�����:M^QM_�IVL�;MTN�
+ZQ\QKQ[U�

���8IVMT�����WN �\PM�_WZS�»<PM�
5MKPIVQ[U�WN �5MIVQVO¼�Ja�
)ZISI_I�IVL�5ILMTMQVM�/QV[�
��!��������!!���IVL�X]JTQ[PML�QV�
)ZISI_I�IVL�/QV[��»<PM�5MKPIVQ[U�
WN �5MIVQVO¼��QV�REVERSIBLE 
DESTINY. WE HAVE DECIDED 
NOT TO DIE. ARAKAWA/GINS 
�6M_�AWZS"�/]OOMVPMQU�5][M]U�
8]JTQKI\QWV���!!�������

���6Q[PI\�)_IV��<I\RIVI�;KPVMQLMZ��
IVL�2MZMUa�<QTT��;XI\QIT�)OMVKa��
Other Ways of  Doing Architecture 
�4WVLWV"�:W]\TMLOM������������
� �*I]UIV��5WLMZVQ\a�IVL�
)UJQ^ITMVKM����
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[\IVLIZL�IVL�TMIZVML�ZM[XWV[M[��!  In other words: 
Y]M[\QWV[�\PI\�ZM[Q[\�KTMIZ�LMÅVQ\QWV��WZ�IZM�VW\�M^MV�
Y]M[\QWV[�\W�JMOQV�_Q\P��KPITTMVOM�\PW[M�_PW�\PQVS�
WN �\PMU[MT^M[�I[�M`XMZ\[��\PM�XWTQ\QKQIV[�IVL�XZQ^I\M�
MV\ZMXZMVM]Z[�\PI\�*]ZKSPIZL\�\ITS[�IJW]\��WZ�\PM�
[MTN�XZWKTIQUML�M`XMZ\[�WN �\PM�ÅMTL�WN �IZKPQ\MK\]ZM��
and undermine the managerial machine that is 
NWK][ML�WV�[WT^QVO�UWUMV\IZa�XZWJTMU[��1\�Q[�
\PMZMNWZM�]VTQSMTa�\PI\�\PQ[�UIKPQVM��IVL�\PW[M�_PW�
[MMS�KMZ\IQV\a�QV�WZLMZ�\W�KWV\ZWT�W\PMZ[�IVL�XZWÅ\[�
\PZW]OP�Q\��_QTT�KZMI\M�WXMVQVO[�NWZ�LQ[KW]Z[M[�WZ�
XZIK\QKM[�\PI\�IKSVW_TMLOM�\PM�KWUXTM`Q\QM[�QV�_PQKP�
IZKPQ\MK\]ZIT�XZWJTMU[�IZM�MUJMLLML��<PMQZ�QVIJQTQ\a�
WZ�]V_QTTQVOVM[[�\W�\ISM�I�JZWILMZ�^QM_�XZM[MV\[�WVM�
XW[[QJTM�ZMI[WV�_Pa�\PQVO[�LW�VW\�KPIVOM�NWZ�\PM�
JM\\MZ�
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5IaJM�\PQ[�Q[�\WW�XM[[QUQ[\QK��*]\��QN �KITT[�NWZ�I�UWZM�[WKQIT�IVL�R][\�XZWL]K\QWV�
WN �[XIKM�IZM�\W�JM�X][PML�NWZ_IZL�QV�\PMQZ�[WUM_PI\�VMKM[[IZa�]ZOMVKa�·�QN �
\PM[M�OWIT[��KWUXTM`�IVL�UM[[a�Ja�VI\]ZM��IZM�\W�[\IVL�\PM�[TQOP\M[\�KPIVKM�WN �
JMQVO�ZMITQ[ML�·�\PMV�IKKMX\ML�VW\QWV[�WN �M`XMZ\Q[U��XZM^ITMV\�UMKPIVQ[U[�WN �
NZIOUMV\I\QWV��\PM�QUUMV[M�_QTT�\W�KWV\ZWT�IVL�WZLMZ��IVL�\PM�KWVLM[KMV[QWV�
\W_IZL[�M^MZa\PQVO�VWV�M`XMZ\�IVL�IUI\M]ZQ[P�_QTT�PI^M�\W�JM�QV\MZZ]X\ML��NWZ�
\PM�KQ\a��I[�*]ZKSPIZL\�_ZQ\M[��ZMY]QZM[�¹W^MZTIX�IVL�U]T\QXTM�][M[��1\�Q[�XZMKQ[MTa�
\PM�N]bba�LMÅVQ\QWV�WN �][M[��\PM�^MZ[I\QTQ\a�WN �]ZJIV�QV[\Q\]\QWV[��_PQKP�KZMI\M[�
[\Z]K\]ZM[�\PI\�UISM�\PM�KQ\a�JW\P�IXXMITQVO�IVL�^QIJTM�º��  The prolongation 
WN �\PM�INWZMUMV\QWVML�NZIOUMV\QVO�IVL�XZWJTMU�WZQMV\ML�IXXZWIKP��_PMZMJa�
Q[[]M[�IZM�\ZIV[TI\ML�QV\W�XZWOZIUUI\QKITTa�LMÅVML�WZ�M`XTQKQ\Ta�W^MZ�LMÅVML�
[XIKM[�IVL�XZWRMK\[��PI[�\W�JM�ZMKWV[QLMZML��0W_M^MZ��\PQ[�KIV�WVTa�PIXXMV��
*]ZKSPIZL\�IZO]M[��QN �M`XMZ\[�[\WX�_PI\�PM�KITT[�¹<MKPVQS�LMZ�mJMZZ]UXMT]VO�
L]ZKP�8MZNMS\QWV�º����WZ�\PM�»\MKPVQY]M¼�WN �XZM[MV\QVO�WN �KWUXTM\M�[WT]\QWV[�\W�
XZM�LMÅVML�WZ�XZM�TMIZVML�XZWJTMU[�\PI\�IZM�XMZNMK\ML�\W�I�LMOZMM�\PI\�[P]\[�
Wٺ�IVa�N]Z\PMZ�LQ[K][[QWV��AM\�\PQ[�\MKPVQY]M�LWM[�VW\�WVTa�TQUQ\�MVOIOMUMV\�QV�
XTIVVQVO�IVL�[XI\QIT�XZWKM[[M[�\W�\PW[M�_PW�PWTL�M`XMZ\Q[M"�5WZM�QUXWZ\IV\Ta��
Q\�Q[��I[�>MVP]QbMV�IZO]M[��¹IV�WJ[\IKTM�\W�[MMQVO�º���?PQT[\�Q\�Q[�QUXWZ\IV\�\W�
MUXPI[Q[M�\PI\�JMKWUQVO�IVL�JMQVO�IV�M`XMZ\�QV�VW\�SVW_QVO�Q[�IT[W�I�[SQTT�
�\PI\�VMML[�\W�JM�TMIZVML�IVL�XZIK\QKML���>MVP]QbMV�LM[KZQJM[�IV�IUJQ\QWV�
\PI\�OWM[�JMaWVL�I�KWVKMZV�_Q\P�\PM�»[WT]\QWV¼�IVL�\PM�»MOW¼�IVL�QV[\MIL�KITT[�
NWZ�I�SVW_QVO�WXMVVM[[�\W_IZL[�\PM�W\PMZ_Q[M"�QVKWV[Q[\MV\��IUJQ^ITMV\�IVL�
LQ[WZLMZML�I[�Q\�UIa�JM�
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Re-complexifying modernity’s fragments

?PI\�MUMZOM[�NZWU�\PM�_WZS�WN �:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa�IVL�?QTT�)T[WX�·�[MMV�
\PZW]OP�\PM�TMV[�WN �*]ZKSPIZL\��*I]UIVV�IVL�>MVP]QbMV�·�Q[�\PM�VW\QWV�\PI\�
[QUXTa�IXXTaQVO�M`XMZ\Q[M�WZ�TMIZVML�SVW_TMLOM�Q[�I[�TQUQ\ML�I[�Q\�Q[�JWZQVO��1\�
Q[�TQUQ\ML�JMKI][M�M`XMZ\Q[M�Q[�TQUQ\ML�QV�Q\[�XW[[QJTM�IXXTQKI\QWV��?WZSQVO�QV�
W\PMZ�_Ia[�IVL�_Q\P�W\PMZ�UMIV[��_PQKP�UQOP\�QVKT]LM�J]\�KMZ\IQVTa�Q[�VW\�
TQUQ\ML�\W�XIQV\QVO�WZ�M`XMZQUMV\IT�IXXIZI\][M[��PMTX[�\W�JZQVO�\PM�[MMUQVOTa�
XMZQXPMZIT�QV\W�^Q[QWV�IVL�\PMZMJa�KPITTMVOM[�VW\�WVTa�W\PMZ[¼�J]\�IT[W�WVM¼[�W_V�
\PQVSQVO�IVL�LWQVO��6MQ\PMZ�)T[WX¼[�VWZ�:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa¼[�IXXZWIKP�KWVKMZV[�
M`XMZ\Q[M�I[�I�PIZJQVOMZ�WN �^IT]M�KZMI\QWV�I[�LM[KZQJML�QV�\PM�JMOQVVQVO�WN �\PQ[�
\M`\��J]\�JW\P�N]VLIUMV\ITTa�KPITTMVOM�M[\IJTQ[PML�XZWKM[[M[��
)T[WX¼[�NWK][�WV�XIQV\QVO�I[�I�\WWT�\W�KZQ\QY]M�IV�WJ[M[[QWV�_Q\P�XZMKQ[QWV�XWQV\[�
\W�\PM�VMKM[[Q\a�\W�ZM\PQVS�\PM�^MZa�XZWKM[[M[�\PZW]OP�_PQKP�LM[QOV[�IZM�UILM�
IVL�XZM[MV\ML��4QVM�LZI_QVO[�IVL�KWUX]\MZ�ZMVLMZQVO[�[MMU�\W�KTMIZTa�QVLQKI\M�
I�U]KP�UWZM�ZMÅVML��ÅVQ[PML�IVL�KTW[ML�XZWKM[[�\PIV�I�KIV^I[�·�J]\�\PQ[�KIV�
IK\]ITTa�JM�I�LM\ZQUMV\��VW\�IV�IL^IV\IOM��\W�\PQVSQVO�\PZW]OP�I�XIZ\QK]TIZ�
Q[[]M"�-^MV�QN �XIQV\QVO�Q[�WVTa�][ML�I[�IV�ML]KI\QWVIT�\WWT��U]T\QXTM�QLMI[�IVL�
XW[Q\QWV[�KIV�MUMZOM��LQٺMZMV\�ZMILQVO[�KIV�JM�UILM��IVL�\PQ[�U]T\QXTQKQ\a�UIa�
QTT]UQVI\M�\PQVO[�QV�I�VM_�_Ia��:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa�IXXZWIKPM[�M`XMZ\Q[M�NZWU�
I�LQٺMZMV\�IVOTM��<PMQZ�_WZS�Y]M[\QWV[�\PM�ZWTM�WN �TIVO]IOM�QV�KWV\ZQJ]\QVO�
\W�NZIOUMV\I\QWV�I[�_MTT�I[�W]Z�JWLQM[¼�LQ[R]VK\QWV�NZWU�\PM�[]ZZW]VLQVO�
MV^QZWVUMV\�\PZW]OP�\PMQZ�IJ[\ZIK\QWV�QV�[XIKM��*a�I\\MUX\QVO�\W�ZM�[MV[Q\Q[M�
IVL�ZMKWVÅO]ZM�W]Z�UQVL�IVL�W]Z�[MV[M[��\PMQZ�M`XMZQUMV\IT�IXXIZI\][M[�
QVLQKI\M�\PM�XW[[QJQTQ\a�WN �IV�IT\WOM\PMZ�LQٺMZMV\�ZMITQ\a�Ja�U]T\QXTaQVO�\PM�
XW[[QJTM�IVL�[]OOM[\QVO�LQٺMZMV\�\ZIRMK\WZQM[��<PMa�X][P�][�QV\W�IJIVLWVQVO�
SVW_TMLOM��\W�»]V�TMIZV¼�

1\�KW]TL�JM�IZO]ML�\PI\�\PM�UWUMV\IZa�KZQ[Q[�WN �M`XMZ\Q[M�IVL�M`XMZ\Q[U�\PI\�
_M�ÅVL�W]Z[MT^M[�QV�XZM[MV\[�IV�WXMVQVO�\W�[MM�\PM�LIVOMZ[�IVL�TQUQ\I\QWV[�
WN �I�NZIOUMV\I\QWV�\PI\�ZM[]T\ML�NZWU�\PM�QVL][\ZQITQ[QVO�WN �VI\QWV[�IVL�_I[�
N]Z\PMZ�M`IKMZJI\ML�]VLMZ�QV\MZXZM\I\QWV[�WN �UWLMZVQ[\�QLMWTWOQM[��1\�IT[W�WٺMZ[�
IV�WXXWZ\]VQ\a��I[�\PM�_WZS�WN �)T[WX�IVL�:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa�[W�KTMIZTa�[PW_[��
\W�KPITTMVOM�_Ia[�WN �[QUXTa�IXXTaQVO�TMIZVML�SVW_TMLOM�\W�[WT^M�XZWJTMU[��
)ZO]IJTa��\PQ[�VMML[�\W�JM�\ISMV�]X�UW[\�]ZOMV\Ta�Ja�\PW[M�XTIKM[�WN �PQOPMZ�
ML]KI\QWV�IVL�QV[\Q\]\QWV[�_PW�IZM�K]ZZMV\Ta�\ZIQVQVO�N]\]ZM�»M`XMZ\[¼��
)T[WX�IVL�:M^MZ[QJTM�,M[\QVa�KTIZQNa�PW_�\PM�[][\IQVML�IVL�[SQTTML�MTIJWZI\QWV�
WN �WVM¼[�W_V�XW[Q\QWV�QV�\PM�KWV\M`\�WN �_QLMZ�VM\_WZS[�KIV�JMKWUM�I�XZWL]K\Q^M�
\WWT��)[�\PMQZ�XZIK\QKM[�[PW_��\PMZM�IZM�U]T\QXTM�_Ia[�\W�XMZNWZI\M��X]VK\]ZM�
IVL�ZM[Q[\�M`Q[\QVO�UMKPIVQ[U[�IVL�[a[\MU[�WN �LWQVO�_PQKP�PI^M�\PM�XW_MZ�
\W�W^MZKWUM�UWLMZVQ\a¼[�NZIOUMV\[�\PZW]OP�\PM�XIQV\QVO�WN �»XIVWZIUI[�WN �
XW[[QJQTQ\a�¼�_PQKP�ITTW_�NWZ�I�VM_�JZMML�WN �M`XMZ\[�\W�MUMZOM"�M`XMZ\[�WN �knowing 
not-knowing��_PW[M�\I[S�Q[�VW�TWVOMZ�\W�NWK][�WV�NZIOUMV\ML�IVL�[MXIZI\ML�
[MK\WZ[�WN �SVW_TMLOM��J]\�\W�Y]M[\QWV�IVL�ZM�[PIXM�\PM�\WWT[��_WZL[�IVL�
XZIK\QKM[�\PZW]OP�_PQKP�JWLQM[�IVL�[XIKM[�ZMTI\M�\W�MIKP�W\PMZ��




