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Abstract

A Topic Modelling Analysis on the Major Social Issues of the
Students’ Human Rights Ordinance in Korea

This study aims to examine the major social issues regarding the Students” Human Rights
Ordinance in Korea, a local legislation to define and promote the human rights of students
in the school environment. The keywords of relevant news were gathered via BIGKinds, a
news database of the Korea Press Foundation, beginning from Jan. 1st, 2009 to July 31st, 2017.
Latent Dirichlet Allocation (LDA) was applied to classify the news data according to major
topics and additional analyses were made based on the dates and location of the news.

The results showed that social discussions regarding the Students” Human Rights Ordinance
were made mainly on 11 issues, which are the followings: ‘Demand and Resistance’, ‘Progress
of Enactment’, ‘Contents of Articles’, “Teacher’s Authority and School Violence’, ‘Prohibition
on Corporal Punishment’, ‘Supplementary Lessons and Studying Time’, “Local Election’, ‘Legal
Controversy’, ‘Presidential Election’, ‘Local Educational Policy’, and ‘Others’. The topics of
interest differed from year to year, and the pattern of discussion was different according to
the political contexts of a specific region. These results show the way that the Korean society
reacted to the introduction of the Students” Human Rights Ordinance and the topic of major
interest in specific periods. This research altogether provides evidence that enacting the
Students” Human Rights Ordinance is not only important to the school community, but is as

well to the local society and the surrounding political environment.

Keywords: Students” Human Rights Ordinance, Topic Modelling, Latent Dirichlet Allocation
(LDA), Corporal Punishment, Teacher’s Authority, Supplementary Lessons,

Superintendent of Education, Local Government






