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Who controls knowledge? How is indigenous knowledge « Aboutness Statement UC San Diego
shared, preserved, and maintained? Through an examination » Cultural Context
of the recently-digitized Papua New Guinea Patrol Reports in * Final Analysis HASTAC 2019

the Melanesian Archive at the UC San Diego Library, students + Ecriorl Blogtaptly

dive into first-hand accounts from the post-World War II era ARRRERC RS Decolonlzlng Technolog|es,
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plore how remote indigenous communities were documented Unceded Musqueam (x*maBkwayam)
by kiaps or patrol officers, capturing information on village .
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ply, tribal warfare and other local conditions. What were the
key characteristics noted by these “explorers?”
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Practicum - Analysis of the PNG Patrol Reports
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Patrolling the Past

Cultural Context of the East Sepik
District, Yangoru from 1949-53
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Tvwas very excited to begin my research of my assigned patrol re-
pert volume, which i that of the East Sepik District, Yangoru from
the years 1949 10 1853, 1 was intrigued whilst reading the actual pa-
ol reports from the collection. for they are valuable primary
sources from eyewitnesses of the actual colonization process. How-
ever, when 1 branched out to research the region more broadly to
find specific dates of eontace, information on the region. and ts his-
vents, 1 was met y or
academically-focused works. ] anticipated an array of research pa-
pérs or online Lbrary collections of sources similar to that of UESD,
yetit seemed youtube videos, blog posts, and even websit .

Bography
+ Words and Reprasemeations
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1960519705 avmumen About-

ing tourism were commangplace over such sources. This lack of

quality, educational, and unbiased facrual accounts i
left me disappointed, and led me ta conclude that this lack is Ekely
due to the more recent colonization of Papua New Gun

Since | do not often conduct research cutside of creative or literary
criticisms, | believe 1 was slightly less prepared to hunt down in-
credibly dewiled sources, but  did read a summary of the histary of

cqragy s POTL MOTESDY 5

the East Sepik, which explained p to my given

time period. The summary stated that before the mid 1940'%, the dis-

trict was actually occupied by Japan for most of World War I,

fhich censed g

{Lonely Planeq). Pressure and expansion westward by Anstralia in

Papua New Guinea led to the eventual surrender of the Japanese

General Adachi during 1945 (Lonely Planet). Though the exact years

Fam focusing an were not outlined in the source, it did not that the

region has been quite “volatile” from 3fter WWII until present day.
for g vasion from

sther countries. and immigration struggles (Lonely Planed.

An article specifically about the Sepik River entitled “Sepik River
Facts.” was rich in information on the prominent geographical f
ture, which “flows 700 miles through Papua New Guines and In-
donesia, and was untouched by Europeans until 1885 when Ger-
mans began tm explare its region® (Sepik River Facts). The river is
clean and undeveloped due 1o linle indusery in the ares, and it hasa
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ticle, “There are no large cities or industry along the Sepik River,
which contributes o its pristine state” (Sepik River Facts). However,
currently, threats of "proposed mining, invasive species, and indus-
trial logging” are present in the area (Sepik River Facts). The Sepik
River includesa variety of different ecosystems. such as mountains,
tropical rainforests, and swamps (Sepik River Facts).

Aswe the same that
histarically, indigenous cultures have practiced cannibalism in the
region. and though currently Christianity is common amengst vil-
Iagers. many superstitions and rituals are sull maintained (Sepik
River Facts),

Though contexs of this only lightly-developed and unsil quite re-
cently untouched region is difficult o encounter. ] am sager to
delve further into the physical patrol reports and Melanesian Ar-
chives to increase my breadth of knowledge.

Lasty: here is also » link o 2 helpful map of the exact region [am
researching, it offers & helpful interactive visual of where bodie: of
Water and established provinces are Jocated: hRtp:/wiw.maplan-
G COMUPAPUR-REW-FUINSE/ east-1epik/

NG Patrol Report: Eass Sepik Districr, Yangors, 19481553
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Talso found it extremely hard to find professional analysis
and article s ahout my assigned area at the beginning, but
then after hours of struggle, i finally found some digita] books
ahout Part Moresby (recormend Jstar.org and Google Bocks).
Ireally love veading your blog for the cultural context of East
Sepik . It seems pratey fascinating 2 both an acdemic article
and a tourist magarine. By the way, the map link at end has
been very helpful for me ts know mare ahout East Sepik geo-

gaphically.
i 4 vioAL IsPNA

17an into the same thing regarding finding a Jot of informa-

tion thatled up to my time period.
. 4 Crttela Garciadpes
5 1 merchsag # Permain

1 vras very interested in tourism while studying anthro as an
undergrad, so I find the type of information and how  coun-
uy/peoplelplace s charactesized in travel books as interesting
and informative.

To find more academic sources, ifs good to look at some of the
databases listed in the Pacific Stadies Libguide or try the li-
brary canlog:

herpyiroger.ncsd eduisearche
searcharg=yangoru

archtypestiz:

‘Web af Stience lists aricles from journals Ik Oceania and
Papua New Guinea Medical Journal. Many of the articles are
by Dr. Paul Razcoe, who worked in the arex.

hpssumaine.edw/anthropology faculty st fEjim-roscos/

HiMargo, I am glad that you did not give up in your search,
butstll found some interesting background w this area of the
Sepik. Eelated to tourism.  cruise ship used 1o go up partol
the Sepik (shough I'm R0t sure which part) and stop &ta vik-
lage for people to experience “indigencus life.” | don't knov if
it sall runs. 1 also believe there have been various forms of
mining and some types of fshing in that area. Cristela sug-
gested some good sources if you want to explore things on &
‘mere academic level. Also, that's great you found the villa

ona map!

1was amazed on 30cial mapping based on the Yangoru- Boiken

ing alot on human behavionr and environmental condition-
ing.

Bevan Honjikieng Kuzisombi
Karapia/Howi Village

East Yangoru

East Sepik Pravince

4 e sre marked =

http://lib.ucsd.edu/yangoru1949-53

& Bevan Kuaisombi
® 3 months ago & Permalink

I was amazed on social mapping based on the Yangoru- Boiken
anthropology which clearly defines the cultures. Thus explain-
ing alot on human behaviour and environmental conditioning.
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Changes to the course? Less | really liked the
emphasis on library science spreadsheet
Ta keaways readings more on PNG. organization, |
may try to use this
for other classes
e Be flexible & inclusive (student & indigenous voices). while trying to
. . . . break down a
e Leave lots of time for discussion & self reflection. certain text or
e Build collaboration and exchange into the course. lecture.

N/

Our discussions about
information ethics and
cognitive justice were very
inspiring and will definitely
influence my future
academic work.

| would recommend this
course to students who are
willing to experience new
forms of learning
differentiated from other
practicum courses.

There is so much work
behind the scenes that
goes into making
history accessible.
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Patrol Reports. Central District, Port Moresby, 1946-1948
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Student Portfolio:
https://knit.ucsd.edu/patrollingthepast/author/v1rojas/
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File Format POF

Class interactions:

e https://knit.ucsd.edu/patrollingthepast/2018/07/29/rukmini
-ravi-words-and-representations/

e https://knit.ucsd.edu/patrollingthepast/2018/07/15/cultural s
-context-of-the-east-sepik-district-yangoru-from-1949-53/ T R S e

Student’s Analysis on the Digital Collections website:
https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb5018738r
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e Who controls knowledge? How is indigenous knowledge shared, preserved, and
maintained? These were some of the questions we set out to ponder in a course called
Patrolling the Past to Explore the (de)Colonial Gaze.

e Co-taught by Rachel Emerine Hicks, a Ph.D Candidate in Anthropology, and myself, a
Librarian and Curator for the Melanesian Archive, this course was somewhat of an
experiment.

e Rachel could not be with us today because she is doing her fieldwork in the Solomon
Islands right now.

e | appreciate the opportunity to here to learn and connect, and share this project.

® Thanks & Acknowledgements - Musqueam (Mus-kwee-um), UBC & conference organizers,
also name Nancy Lutton & Vicky Puipui (PNG National Archives), Tukul Kaiku (UPNG), Kathy
Creely (UC San Diego Library), who had the forethought & collaboration to microfilmed the
PNG Patrol Reports in the late 80s/early 90s that made all of this work possible. We
digitized the reports shortly before Kathy’s retirement, and so | now enjoy the fruits of
their labor.

e Through an examination of the recently-digitized Papua New Guinea Patrol Reports,
students dove into first-hand accounts from the post-World War Il era of Papua New
Guinea (PNG) to explore how remote indigenous communities were documented by kiaps
or patrol officers, capturing information on village life such as census figures, languages
spoken, health & diet, tribal warfare and infrastructure — building
roads/politics/economics.

® Most used items in Melanesian Archive by scholars & people of PNG

e There is some irony in the high value placed on these colonial reports in that they are full




with layers of representations and subjectivity. (creation & maintenance and access over
the years)

e They are accessible by District/Date/Patrol Officer/Areas Patrolled...nowever there is no
subject access and so it is hard to search the reports by topic. And the OCR or text
recognition is poor.

e We set out to develop a practicum that combined anthropology and decolonial research
methods with archival theory and practice.

e Descriptions of the course, the final syllabus, and weekly blog posts written by the students
were captured and shared on Knit, the UC San Diego Digital Commons open source
teaching and community-building tool called Commons In A Box (CBOX) at
https://knit.ucsd.edu/patrollingthepast/.
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Practicum - Analysis of the PNG Patrol Reports
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Course Breakdown

e 5-week course CAT practicum (Culture, Art, and Technology) met twice a week and was
comprised of lecture and hands-on activities

e Each week students had readings and wrote a blog post and were asked to read and
comment on other students’ posts.

® Practicum requirement 20 hours of work outside of class each week in which students did
the data analysis on the patrol reports.

e Students were paired up by a region and time period, and tasked to carry out subject
analysis on a volume of the Patrol Reports (comprised of 10-20 reports). And then QC
each others work. They did this in spreadsheets using techniques to write description >
construct aboutness statement > derive topics

We looked at the OCR, did a text analysis exercise using Voyant, and did a mapping exercises
reading a text and mapping out the life of one particular patrol officer. Rachel also discussed
the creation of maps for her research.

Included was a journey to the Library with a class exercise in Special Collections & Archives,
and a stop to explore the maps and the GIS Lab; do a demo of the microfilm readers. The

PNG patrol reports were digitized from microfilm, so you can see the challenge of using the
report, and how the technology and format can change and influence research techniques.



Some students had never seen microfilm reader so it was fun to put them in front of one and
to think about the implications of using that technology in research.

It was a small seminar class of 10 upperclassman students coming from multiple disciplines:
sciences, arts & humanities, which enriched the discussion.
Class consisted of group discussion or think/pair/share exercises and asked more questions:
e  What perspective is represented in the png patrol reports?
e  What perspective are you bringing to your analysis?
e  What are the implications for us as researchers to represent people well and make
knowledge accessible? How can this be done better?
How could we provide cognitively just subject access to the png patrol reports?
How does indigenous representation influence decolonialism?
Can our blog or the patrol reports become a place to contribute toward
decolonization?

http://papuanewguineatravel.com/
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This is an example of the student’s weekly blog post in the blog on KNIT, with comments from
other students as well as Rachel and myself. It allows for valuable collaborations between
academics (students, librarians, and faculty). Elevate student and treat them as an

academic/scholar.

e | was surprised and pleased to find a comment added 3 months ago from someone in

Papua New Guinea.

e The online platform allows for collaboration, which when combined with archival analysis

opens up the access to knowledge and learning often only available to those within

academia.

e By asking students to publicly share their reflections and class assignments via KNIT,
students had to consider how they represented themselves and indigenous groups in their

writing.

e Using the digital collection and online platforms was an effective way to open up the
discussions, but there is much more to be learned and explored with using these tools for
teaching; It resonated with me when yesterday’s opening speaker Jennifer Reddy (Simon

Fraser U) suggested we slow ourselves down in order to do it well and that working fast

can lead to working alone.




Changes to the course? Less
emphasis on library science
readings more on PNG

Takeaways

e Be flexible & inclusive (student & indigenous voices).
e Leave lots of time for discussion & self reflection.
e Build collaboration and exchange into the course.

| really liked the
spreadsheet
organization, |
may try to use this
for other classes
while trying to
break down a
certain text or
lecture.

Our discussions about
information ethics and
cognitive justice were very
inspiring and will definitely
influence my future
academic work

There is so much work
behind the scenes that
goes into making
history accessible

| would recommend this
course to students who are
willing to experience new
forms of learning
differentiated from other
practicum courses

We did follow the course with a brief student survey. Student quotes - Most were positive &

heart-warming. There was a comment about too much library literature, and comments that

there should be more pacific voices/decolonial techniques; points to a gap in some of the

literature and a need for more pacific voices and representation.
Lessons Learned:

e Be flexible. We designed much of the course with the students by presenting the idea and
collectively deciding whether the Knit blog would go live at the end of the course and the

format of the final project (Presentations in the Library, invitation to those outside the

class to attend).

e Include indigenous voices. We had readings from Pacific scholars. However, in future

renditions of the course, it would be great to have engagement with groups in PNG.

Whether through working with a PNG library, university, or with individuals from the

villages being discussed, a local voice would enrich the course. The online platform opens

the possibility for this collaboration to happen across the globe. This class was developed

in just a few months, so there wasn’t time to build those connections this time around,

but this is something we want to consider in future versions. Also anticipate and hope
there will be more work by pacific scholars in the future as it is a budding area for

scholarly literature and there are many emerging voices.

® Leave lots of time for discussion. Students needed more time for discussion and self

reflection. Hopefully more on decolonizing methods will also be taught in other courses




so not as much time would be needed to explain the concepts and there would be more
time to focus on discussion of other topics and the analysis.

Build in collaboration and exchange. Students enjoyed the chance to not only explore the
archives but to work together to check for accuracy in the analysis. This helped them
consider other possible interpretations of what they were reading and what they might
have missed. It was hard to grade the substance of comments on others blog posts.
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Class interactions:

e https://knit.ucsd.edu/patrollingthepast/2018/07/29/rukmini ——— g
-ravi-words-and-representations/

e hittps://knit.ucsd.edu/patrollingthepast/2018/07/15/cultural
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Student’s Analysis on the Digital Collections website:
https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb5018738r

The student’s work was then contributed back to our digital collections website. The
description of the volume includes the aboutness statement and topics from the student, as
well as a note about the course and a link to the class KNIT website. More information on the
students’ findings & course design is available on KNIT.

This course had a balance of the theoretical and the practical:
e  Students can point to their work.

® Inturn, this course also allowed me to explore how subject analysis on the patrol
reports might be carried out in the future.
®  Online platform opens access to the analysis and coursework that typically is only

available to academics, contributing in a small way to decolonizing our archives and
academia.
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