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Public Safety
There have been 10 verified cases of mountain lions

attacking humans in California from 1890 to the present,
eight of them from 1986 to 1995. They involved 12
victims and five fatalities. ‘The sex ratio of lions
associated with public safety problems had a slight female
bias at 46% male and was similar to that for pet
depredation. Dates, locations, and additional information
on these incidents are summarized in Table 1. Because of
the low number of public safety incidents, potential
statistical apalysis is limited. However, Torres et al.
(1996) speculated that the deaths of two adult women
from mountain lion attacks in 1994 resulted in an increase
in public attention to, and concern for, mountain attacks
on livestock, pets, and humans. They concluded that the
increase in requests for depredation permits in 1994 and
1995 was likely due to those events, and that pet
depredation may be related to potential public safety
problem areas,

Mountain Lion Physical Condition
The health and condition of a sample of 417 mountain

lions necropsied during 1990 to 1996 were generally
assessed. Lions were classified as being in either "fair to
excellent” or "poor” condition based on weight, amount
of body fat, coat condition, and general appearance. The
condition of mountain lions killed on depredation permits
was compared to the condition of lions dying from other
causes during the same period. Those causes included
take for public safety, roadkills, disease, and various
injuries.

During the period 1990 to 1996, 97% of the lions
killed on depredation permits were classified as being in
fair to excellent condition, and 100% were in that
condition during four of those years. In contrast, 75% of
the mountain lions dying from other causes were in fair
to excellent condition. Only eight of the sample of 309
lions taken on depredation permits during this period were
in poor condition. Of these lions in poor condition, four
were old (>7 years), three were young (<1 year old),
and one had damaged teeth. The poor condition of these
lions appeared to be due to starvation as a result of their
inability to catch prey rather than disease.

DISCUSSION

There is strong circumstantial evidence that mountain
lions have increased in numbers and expanded their range
in California during the last 25 years, Concurrently,
there is speculation by a segment of the public that
prohibiting hunting during that period is responsible for
the increase. The human population in California has
increased by over 40% during that period, and there is
speculation by a segment of the public that expanding
urban development into mountain lion habitat is
responsible for the increase in lion-human conflicts.
Although these factors appear to contribute to the trends
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in conflicts between lions and humans, they do not
explain the trends statewide. These generalizations fail to
consider the regional variation in important factors
including habitat quality, prey availability and human
impacts on the landscape,

Despite these contrasting views and opinions, most of
the public recognizes mountain lions as a valuable part of
California’s wildlife diversity. There appears to be a
common desire to focus potential management on
practical and biologically sound solutions that ensure
long-term viabitity of mouatain lion populations while
promoting public safety and minimizing property damage.
However, the state’s mountain lion management policy
has been primarily influenced by polarized advocates
insisting that activities be narrowly focused.

The California Department of Fish and Game has
developed management goals for mountain lions which
include: 1) maintaining viable mountain lion populations;
2) minimizing conflicts related to public safety, property
damage, and other wildlife; 3) protecting important
habitats; 4) recognizing their ecological role and value; 5)
monitoring populations and conducting research; and 6)
improving public awareness. These goals set the stage
for solutions based on a sound biological principles and
public support. Meeting these goals will require funding
for long-term population monitoring and research which
has not been available,

CONCLUSIONS

Mountain lion activity reflected as verified damage to
livestock and pets tends to support the conclusion that
lions have increased in number and expanded their range
in California during the last 25 years. Depredation on
domestic sheep is directly related to the amount of
suitable lion habitat at the local and regional levels. Pet
depredation by mountain lions is increasing as a
proportion of total depredation, and it may be a useful
indicator of lion activity in proximity to humans, Since
lion attacks on humans occur so infrequently, statistical
analyses with other covariates are not practical.

Managing mountain lions in California will continue
to be a challenge. Polarized public opinion and political
pressure by narrowly focused advocates have limited the
options for adaptive management and applied research
which may help reduce conflicts between mountain lions
and humans. There is a need to manage lions in
conjunction with, not in isolation from, concerns for
public safety, protecting property, and other wildlife
interactions.
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