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String Quartet No. 2 
 
Full Score 
 
Instrumentation: Violin I, Violin II, Viola, Cello 
Duration: 10 minutes 

Movement One: 3 minutes 
Movement Two: 3 minutes 45 seconds 
Movement Three: 3 minutes 15 seconds 
 

Completed: February 26, 2020 
 
 
Program Notes 
 
In the last few years, I had been writing music for non-standard groups of instruments: all 
of these compositions, however, felt like me. I asked myself if there was a more common 
ensemble that my heart wanted to write for. The string quartet turned out to be that 
ensemble, four years after my first string quartet. My second string quartet was, in many 
ways, a challenge to compose – but not so much in that I was experimenting. On an smaller 
level, this piece still has elements of my language: major chords separated by a whole step, 
long melodies, chromaticism, whole-tone scales, quick shifts between rhythms of two and 
three, etc. What is different, however, is the ratio of these elements. This string quartet 
focuses more on chromaticism, and less so on other elements like expansive melodies. This 
change of focus was the heart of the challenge of writing this piece, as much of it did not 
come naturally. There are a handful of my pieces that have seriously pushed my musical 
language. While it is still within my style, my second string quartet is undeniably one of 
these compositions that pushes my limits.  
 
Ben Yee-Paulson 
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