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[DITDR'~ QUill

As p~ised , this issue i s a 'double-decker' . so to speak.
It summarises and celebrates t his editori al board's two-year
te~ i n 'service' . The celebration is actual ly a farewell .
We are quitting .

Hut Ufahamu continues i ts i ndefinite lea se of l ife under
a new ' cabi net ' . Some members of t he old guard will serve i n
the new administration , with or without portfol io. l est our
readers be unnecessari ly ala rmed, i t should be pointed out that
the dissol ut ion of t he present editoria l board is a seasonal
af fai r. It has nothing to do wi th a ' cr isi s ' or catas t rophe of
any description . Like a snake. once in a wh i l e Ufahamu sheds
i ts old skin to allow for the development of a new one. But
unlike the l izard . the journal does not remain quite the same
agai n. And that is as it should be. For t he ideological con­
t ent. emphasis and di rect ion of the material published i n Ufa­
hamu refl ect t he ideas of t he editors during their tenD in--­
off ice . That ~ans only that an editoria l board is l ikely to
dis please those who , for wha tever reason. disagree with the
ideas being expressed. or the ~nner of their expression . We
are no except ion.

Take our unapologetic condemnat ion of the U.S. i nvasion of
Grenada in the last issue (vol . XIII . no . 1). We were at tac ked
for being ~ a closed c l i que ,~ for ~ the l eve l ~ of our edito rials .~

for ~radica lism . ~ etc. etc . Du bious appari tions haunted our
cubicle and demdnded 1nfonmation about the journal : who pays
for it . who its subscr ibers are. how i t manages to ' survive '
and a whol e lot of othe r such pell ets of harassment . We chal ­
lenged them to a rendez-vous of the mi nd to fig ht it out . But
they never tu rned up!

We are under no obli gation to supply any infonna t ion about
our funct ion. Suffice i t here to point out for the interests
of Ufahamu sympathizers. that the journal is a Graduate publi­
cation of the Universi ty of california , at Los Angeles. It 's
fina ncial support comes almos t enti re ly f rom the Un iversity.
A~ll fraction of this ma te ria l suppor t comes f rom the sub­
scribers . but by i tself. th i s financial source couldn' t keep
Ufahamu alive . What ma kes it possi ble for thi s journal to
survive is in essence t he dedication of i ts edi tors and full
edi to r ial f reedom of academi c expression guaranteed by Or.
Michael Lofchie , the di rector of the African St udies Center.
The work is voluntary . demand ing a bi t of sel f-s acr i f ice and
plenty of commi tment to the just st ruggl e of the African people
agai nst imperi ali sm and neo-colonial i sm. And. as a journal of
the Afri can Acti vist Association, t he publ ication executes t he
pol i tical behest of thi s organisat ion. In other words. we are
qdoi ng busi nessM j ust li ke any ot her j ournal. We are open to

8



criticism and we respect the views of other people. un l ike many
a bourgeois publicat ion. As to our pol itica l stance , wel l, we
are anti -imperial ist, anti - neo-coloniali st and stand for peace
and security of the huma n race on earth. MOre is superfluous.

As far as the contents of this i ssue are concerned, these
fa ll in to two parts , corresponding to the double reach of i t s
i nte nt . The fi rs t par t carries articles on t he Olympic Games ,
current ly being held in los Angeles . These articles analyse
t he nat ure of the Ol ympic ideal , showing how t his ideal has
been turned into a means of serv i ng one or othe r political aim.
The backbone of thi s analys is is borne by three ma in contribu­
tions. These are Carol Thompson's article on the power struc­
tu re of the governing bodies of the Games , Ed ferguson' s
interview with Dennis Brutus on t he effor ts made and the
successes regi st ered in the endeavour to expel South Africa from
par t icipat ion in i nternati ona l sport , and documents from the
"Int ernat ional Conference on Sanctions Against Apartheid Sport,"
held in london, June 1983.

carol Thompson's article: "The Broken Rings of the Olym­
pic Ideal , " reveals what goes on behind t he huis otoe of the
Olympic committees , both i nt ernat ional and nat iona l . We dis­
cover that t he f ive ri ngs maki ng up the Olympic symbol, whic h
are supposed to represent t he f ive cont inents , are, in function
only t hree. Europe and North America t urn out to const i tu te
the real power whi ch detenmi nes the rules of the game, with the
Third Worl d, as always , re legated to the outs kirts of the arena.
The power structure of t he Int ernat ional Olympic Committee, for
example . is made up of 89 members , 57 of whbm are ei ther Amer­
i cans or Europeans. Worse sti ll, of these 89, only t hree are
women. Now, that sounds fami li ar. Obviously , t he composition
of the roc i s only i nt er nat ional to the exte nt t hat i t repre ­
sents western i nterests . whi ch cannot, of consequence, be con­
fined to sports for sport s ' sake. They "overflow" to inundate
political , hence economic t errai ns . This explains the predict­
able commercia li sat ion of t he l os Angeles Games , involv ing all
t he general fi lth that charact eri ses money-grabbing.

How are the polit ical and commercia l components of t he
Games t o be accounted for? This t akes us back to the very
or igin of the Olympic Games. The Games sprang from the ancient
Greek initiation practices, one of whic h enta i led sacri fic i ng
human beings. Greek myth has i t that t he gods used to boil and
eat their own chi ld ren in order to immorta l ise them. One such
boi l ing and eati ng ceremony affected Pelops. son of Tantalos.
At t he i nvi ta t ion of Tanta los , t he gods gathered to a feast.
Now, Pelops was the sacr i f icial l amb. Amo ng the invited gue~ts

was Zeus , the t hunderbol t mas te r. Zeus refused to partake of
the f l esh of Pel ops and ordered Tantalos to put back the chil d's
l imbs into the cauldron. This done, Klotho, the goddess of
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birth , resuscita ted Pelops , and Zeus blasted Tantalos wi th one
powerful thunderbolt . The child Pelops grew up happily ever
after.

Bu t no sooner had he reached maturity t han he resol ved to
ma rry Hippodameia , daughter of Oi nomaos, king of El is . Now
Hippodameia was not a cheap br ide . Thi rteen precedi ng sui tors
had peri shed in t he at tempt to marry her. What made Hi pp' s
hand so difficult to win was the precondit ion her father made
for her betrothal. The old man had decla red t hat , whoever wished
to marry his daughter must undertake a char iot chase. The
sui tor drove one chariot , with his prospective wife sitting
beside him , whi l e Oinomaos purs ued him, overtook him and killed
h i ~ . Well , Pelops discovered a clever way around the ordeal.
He bribed the king' s char io t eer to~ve one of the linch-pins .
Consequently , t he king's chariot crashed and Pelops speared
the king to deat h. Then he declared himself king of Elis . The
event was cele brat ed eve~ four years hence .

That may be only a myth. But the simi larity of t he 1984
los Angeles Olymp ic Games to t he Greek story about t he Games'
ori gin , cannot escape an inqui rer' s attent ion.

Havi ng el iminated ser ious compet i to rs from participation.
t he U.S. team is assured virtual victory. But · vict ory- comes
to an insecure compet i tor thro ug h tricks, lies and violations
of the pri nciple s and agr~nts governing the GaMes . This i s
one of the statements we ~ke on t he cover illustrati on.

Ed Ferguson' s i nterv i ew with Dennis Brutus touches on the
reasons beh ind t he Soviet withdrawal fron this year' s Olymp ic
Games . Brutus , an i nsider , and speci alis t in Olymp ic affairs .
point s out at t he polit ical mot i ves behind the violations of
t he Olympi c Cha rter , wh ich resul t ed in non-par ti ci pat ion in the
Games by social is t count r i es. These violations ref lec t t he
general pat tern of behaviour by t he western powers in their con­
trol of t he Olympic Games . The inte rvi ew recounts the struggle
by anti -apar t heid movements to excl ude Sout h Africa from i nte r­
national sport s. It t ranspires that. precisely because the
Olympic governing bodies are western in emphasis , they have
always worked to al low Sout h African repre sentat ion. with Ave~

Brundale at one t illle ar rogantly declaring that even if he were
the on y specta tor , and South Africa the only tea~ , the Games
would stil l be called Olympic.

Despi te thi s western bias in fa vour of South Africa , anti­
apartheid movements allover the world have fought timeless ly
t o make sure that Sout h Af r ica shall not be re-a dmi t ted into
i nter nat ional spor t until apartheid i t self is eliminated from
the Afr ican cont i nent . As Mr . Shr idat h Rampha l , t he Commonwealth
Secreta ry-Genera l says, the targ et of t hese movements is apartheid
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itself.

The second part of this issue is i nterdisci pli nary i n
character. Among the articles i ncl uded in this section are
studies deal ing with the role of the Mozambican women in t he
libera tion of their count ry, problems of development and social
transfonmation, critiques and analyses of recent trends in
African literature.

In vol. XII no. 3, we published an article by Professor
Alpers on the role of art in t he liberation of Mozambique. In
response to that article Professors Al len and Barbara Isaacman
have produced an extremely detailed and well-researched study
on the active part Mozambican women played i n the overthrow of
Portuguese colonia lism in that country. Thi s victory meant
women 's l iberation from the shackles of male domination. The
authors show t hat , contrary to western concepts of women's
libera tion. the Mozambican women won their liberation through
the armed struggle for t he liberation of Mozambique. It is
indeed ironic to read in th i s account t hat some men had to be
pulled out from their hiding places at home by women, and
chal lenged to fig ht for thei r li berat ion in the bush. The
tsaacmans reveal how difficult it was for the women to be ac­
cepted by men as equals, even after they had proved themselves
equal , and in some cases, more than ~ual to men. Evidently,
ideological consciousness about the need for sexual equa lity is
not enough . This impOrtant study indicates that much more
remains to be done and accomplished before real equality between
man and woman is achieved.

Two articles address the new phenomenon of political liter­
ature in Africa. From Oxford, lisa Curtis writes on the writi ngs
of Ngugl wa Thiong 'o. the Kenyan novelist, and comes to the
conclusion that, in his recent novel s, Ngugi has diverged from
art by a wide mark. The problem with Ngugi , says Ms . Curtis,
is his inability to find an appropriate mode of expression to
accommodate his ideologica l bent. Perhaps the novel is not a
suitable tool for ideological declarations. Bertolt Brecht
succeeded in the task , but only through t heatre, reflects the
author. This i s an important argument and deserves respect .
We publish Ms . Curtis' "The Divergence of Art and Ideology in
t he later Novels of Ngugi wa ,Thiong' o, " not because we are in
agreement with her, but because we think hers is a serious con­
tribution to the analysis of African l i terat ute and art.

The second ma in article on African literature comes from
Nigeria . Juliet I. Okonkwo explores the politica l activism in
recent African fiction. She focuses on the African intellectua l
as a pOlitica l activist, attempting first to define what is
meant by the i nt el l ectual . And when it comes to definitions
of concepts and their materia l forms, Africa asserts her right
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to differ from western notions . So that an African inte l lec·
tual . as depicted in African l iterature finds himself/herself
called upon to j ust ify his/her African-ness. But then this
j ustificati on involves choosing si des between the needs of t he
Afr ican people and those of neo-colonial powers . The novels of
Rober t Serumaga . Ayi Kwei Armah , Legson Kayira and Ngugl wa
Thiong 'o. to mention a few . depict this dilemma of the Afr ican
i ntel lec tual.

Sti l l on l iterature, Micere Hugo points at the same dtl~

facing the ' educat ed' African. In MThe Bat t le of the Mind M
Ms . Hugo analyses the neo-colonial character of most of the
African i ntel lect uals , t hose who have to turn to western philo­
sophical tradit ions to elplain away social problems . She
emphasi zes the need for the African intellectuals to base
themsel ves on the Afr i can soci al thoughts as manifested in t he
African modes of se lf-elpression and behaviou r . Even If one
disagrees with the inte rpretations of this African socia l be­
haviour , says Ms . Mugo . i t i s necessary to analyse i t i n order
to use it as an anti- imperiali st weapon t hat it al ready i s;
On ly then wi ll i t be possib le to del i neat e the needs of t he
Af r ican people and act accordingly to fulfi l t hem .

The rest of the arti cle s in t his section cover di fferent
aspects of the problems of change in Africa. Nkeonye Otakpor
ma kes an essenti al cont ri bution MToward a Defi nition of Devel­
opment ,· using t he Nigerian elampl e. Anita Pfouts writes on
t he MSocial St ruct ure in Precolonial Namibia Mwhile Robin Kel ley
turns to t he Congo to anal yse the · Probl ems of Social i st Trans­
fOnPation in Afr ica . M

Horace Campbel l, once again, provides a f itting topic for
the fo~ section. The subject of .i l i tary coups and rule in
Africa has yet t o be addressed with the ser iousness it deserves .
Hr . Campbel l fi nds . f l i ta ry rule deplorable Irres pecti ve of i ts
stated i nt ent ions or observed func tions. In Afr ica where the
nice t ies of Mdemocracy· are ignored. t he possibility of . t l l t ary
dictatorships becomi ng pervasive is too real to allow ~re of
t hese coups to conti nue ta king pl ace without ~ktng an effort
to stop theM . But t he Nigeria n coup is acceptable i f only be­
cause t he civ i li an rul er s were corrup t and i nsensi ti ve to the
agonis ing cry of the people . How to resolve the dichotomy be­
tween t he social ly sal utary effect of mi litary coups i n Africa
and thei r propensity for dictatorshi p, that i s the question .
This is not necessar i ly Ufahamu 's posi ti on, but Mr . Campbell
ra is es an essential issue for disc ussion and analysis .

The tota l ity of the materia l published i n t his i ssue amounts
only to a sma ll contributi on for the general good of t he Afr ican
people . We do not pretend t o have the f inal answers to t he
problems facing Afri ca today, but we are convinced of one t hi ng:
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live a qi l l ion year s, Africa will never develop under capital i sm.
The basis for the social development of Africa lies elsewhere;
i n soctal i sq. How or when to arr ive at this destinati on, only
the future wi ll tel l . But wi ll i~riali sm si t by and let Af­
rica · s l i p away· f~ its grip? The progressive forces in the
imperial ist countries owe the human race in general and the
people in the Third World in particula r , a human service: to
fight agai nst thi s monstrous system in their own countries.

And wit h that note, we bid you al l goodbye , good readers .

K.M.
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A TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL ALFRED GRIFFIN

On May IS, 1984 , Ma ~ine Corporal Alfred G~i ffin was cou~t­

ma~tialled and sentenced to fou ~ MOnths of hard labou~ . In addi ­
tion to the imp~isonment , CO~poral G~iffi n wa s ~educed to the
~ank of priv ate, forced to forf eit $395 a mont h for six mont hs
from his meager salary and given a dishono~abl e discharge from
the U.S. Marine Corps . His cr ime ? Anti -impe~iallst 'miscon­
duct '.

Fi~st , he refused to go to lebanon to participate In the
genocidal acts of the U.S. "peace-keepingM force. Grif fin , a
Muslim, could not accept the idea of kil ling fe l low Musl ims.
Secondly, as an African-~rican . he refused to play the role
of execut i one~ of the Grenadian people and destroyer of thei r
revol ut ion. To him. the very people who were kidnapped f~
Mother Af rica , those who shared the same chains . the sa.e
oppression, and who produced t he needed surpl us-val ue to fuel
American capi tal ism , . . . t hese are his count rymen.

Griff in's "cr imes M are the very vi rtues of this nation .
The Ameri can "Bi l l of Rig hts " promul gates freedom of worship.
Therefo re . when Gri ffi n refused to "serve" i n le banon, he was
acting wi t hin hi s ~i 9hts as a conscientious objecto~ . Hi s ab­
ste ntion from t he Grenadian carnage wa s an act of patriotism
in t he larger sense of t he Afr ican nation.

We , members of t he editor ial board of Ufahamu, in our
capaci ty as t he l itera ry executo~s of the Af~lcan Activist
Associ at ion, ful ly stand behind Al f~ed Grif fin' s j ust stand
a9ainst Injus tice. And in our support for this courageous
brother , we

Demand that he be immediate ly ~el ea sed , his honor rei n­
stated and full ma te ri al compensation made in his favor.

Condemn the disc ~iminatory practices against ~~s of
the minori ty groups with in the U. S. anned forces. We
refer to Af rican-Ameri cans . Mexican-Americans and Native
( indigenous) Americans .

Call upon all the mi li tary personnel to defend t he
r ight s of Corpora l Griffi n and follow his example in
ref using to fi ght unjus t wars .

R. K.

14




