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Anthony K. Brandt

SONGS FROM THE SOURCE
Nine African Folk Songs

for soprano and chamber ensemble



Instrumentation
Flute/Alto Flute
Clarinet/Bass Clarinet

Percussion:
Vibraphone
Marimba
Four timpani with felt mutes
Medium and large cymbals with sizzle
Talking drum
Two maracas
Two egg shakers
6” or 8” roto-tom or small dumbek
Djembe
Ironbell

Piano
Soprano
Violin
Cello
Approximate duration: 23’
Performance Notes
Accidentals hold for the entire bar, but only in the register in which they are marked.
Notes should be held for their full notated value unless otherwise marked.
Tempo markings are approximate and should be considered flexible.

Grace-notes should precede the beat.

Lines may be shaped within the prevailing dynamic, as is customary in the standard repertoire.
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About the Songs

Ze ze ze kuluse is based on a Ngbaka Ma’bo harp song recorded and transcribed by Simha Arom.
The title means “Gently, gently we will arrive.”

The Ewe bugle song is based a Bobobo performance in Northern Ewe by Joseph Kweku
recorded and transcribed by Kofi Agawu

Nze nze nze is loosely based on an Aka pygmy children’s song transcribed by Dr. Agawu

The Nkundo lullaby is based on a recording from Anthologie de la musique Congolaise, vol. 11,
Musiga de Nkundo transcribed by Dr. Agawu

Icila Dance is based on a song of the Lala people transcribed by A.M. Jones

Ndreje balendoro is based on a Banda-Linda initiation song transcribed by Dr. Arom

The Akpafu Lament is based on a transcription by Dr. Agawu

The Bayaka Pygmy song is loosely based on a recording of Bayaka women accessed on
YouTube

Tipe Tizwe is based on a recording by Dumisani Abraham Mraire, Nkosana Arthur Maraire, and
Sukuta Laura Chiora. The title means “Give me a taste.” It is a romantic teasing song of a
husband to his wife. The song text was transcribed by Solomon Murungu from the recording.
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For Karol, for her birthday
Songs from the Source

Score in C

Anthony K. Brandt

Nine African Folk Songs

Lively and cheerful

J

I. Ze ze ze kuluse (Ngbaka)
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II. Northern Ewe Bugle song

Upbeat, energetic (adapted from a performance by Joseph Kweku)
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(Aka Pygmy children's song)
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IX. Tipe Tizwe (Mbira Love Song)

Tender, spirited
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