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About the Contributors

THOMAS BENDER is University Professor of the Humanities and Professor of History
at New York University. In the late 1990s he organized a series of international
meetings that resulted in an edited volume, Rethinking American History in a Global Age
(2002), and later authored A Nation among Nations: America’s Place in World History
(2006). His current project, titled An American History: The Making of Freedom and
Unfreedom in U.S. History, is under contract with Farrar Straus and Giroux. Since NYU
became a “global university” he has spent time flying around and teaching NYU
students (and going to committee meetings) on different continents.

ISABEL DURAN is Professor of American Literature and Chair of English at the
Complutense University of Madrid (Spain). Her research and publication record in
gender studies, literature, autobiography and ethnicity includes an eight-volume
gender studies collection (the latest volume, titled Negotiating Gendered Spaces,
published in 2013) and her book Autobiography: Female Versions in 20th Century
American Literature (in  Spanish). She is also the coeditor of Miradas
Transatldnticas/Transatlantic Vistas: Cultural Exchanges between Europe and the
US (Fundamentos, 2011).

EMRON ESPLIN is Assistant Professor of English at Brigham Young University, where
he teaches courses in US literature and inter-American literary studies.

CHRISTOPHER T. FAN is a PhD candidate in English at UC Berkeley, where he is
completing his dissertation, “American Techno-Orientalism: Speculative Fiction and
the Rise of China.” He is also a contributing editor at Hyphen magazine, which he
cofounded. His writing has appeared there as well as The New Inquiry and Post45: Peer
Reviewed.

SHELLEY FISHER FISHKIN is the Joseph S. Atha Professor of Humanities, Professor of
English, and Director of American Studies at Stanford University, where she is also Co-
Director of the Chinese Railroad Workers in North America Project. She is the author,
editor, or co-editor of over 40 books, and has published over 100 articles, essays, and
reviews. Her work has been translated into Arabic, Chinese, Georgian, Italian,



Japanese, Russian, and Spanish. She is a past president of the American Studies
Association.

GENEVA M. GANO is Assistant Professor of Literature at Antioch College in Yellow
Springs, Ohio. Her research focuses on the intersections between literature, culture,
and geography in North America. She is currently at work on a research project that
explores how the politics and aesthetics of the Mexican Revolution influenced the
development of US modernism.

JERRY GARCIA is Associate Professor of Chicano Studies and History at Eastern
Washington University.

KYLE GARTON-GUNDLING earned his PhD from the University of Maryland, College
Park. He currently teaches writing at the University of Scranton. His research interests
include multiethnic studies, literature and religion, and the ethics of cross-cultural
adaptation. He is working on a book project tentatively titled ‘“Rewriting Eastern
Wisdom: Buddhism and Hinduism in American Literature from Jack Kerouac to Maxine
Hong Kingston.”

INGRID GESSNER is Assistant Professor of American Studies at the University of
Regensburg, Germany. She has also taught and studied at Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz, Germany, the University of California, Davis, and the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor. Her most recent book is situated in the medical humanities and
explores the cultural dimension of yellow fever in nineteenth-century US-American
literature and visual culture. She is the author of Collective Memory as Catharsis? The
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Public Controversy (2000) and the award-winning From
Sites of Memory to Cybersights: (Re)Framing Japanese American Experiences (2007). She
has coedited special journal issues on “lconographies of the Calamitous in American
Visual Culture” (Amerikastudien/American Studies 58, no. 4 [2013]) and on
“Commemorating World War Il at 70: Ethnic and Transnational Perspectives”
(American Studies Journal 59 [2015]).

ADAM GOLUB is Associate Professor of American Studies at California State University,
Fullerton. His research and teaching interests focus on popular culture, the history of
childhood and education, and the globalization of American culture. His essays have
appeared in American Quarterly, Film and History, Transformations, and Hybrid
Pedagogy.

ZAREENA GREWAL, a historical anthropologist and documentary filmmaker, is
Assistant Professor of American Studies and Religious Studies at Yale University.



PERIN GUREL is Assistant Professor of American Studies at the University of Notre
Dame, specializing in transnational American Studies with a focus on the United States
and the Middle East. She is also a research faculty fellow in Gender Studies at Notre
Dame and a fellow of the Yale Initiative for the Study of Material and Visual Cultures of
Religion. Her academic interests include comparative studies of gender, sexuality, and
the intersections of vernacular culture with international relations. She is currently
working on her first book, Wild Westernization: Gender, Sexuality, and the United States
in Turkey, which explores how conflicts over the concept of “westernization” in Turkey
have historically influenced US-Turkish relations, cultural production, and sexual
politics.

ABDELMAJID HAJJI is a full professor at Moulay Ismail University in Meknes and an
adjunct professor at Al Alakhawayn University in Ifrane, Morocco. He teaches such
subjects as Media, International Communication, Conflict in Media, and Peace and
Conflict Resolution.

SCOTT HALES has a PhD in English from the University of Cincinnati. His critical essays
on American and Mormon literature have been published in Religion and the Arts; The
International Journal of Comic Arts; The Edgar Allan Poe Review; Dialogue: A Journal of
Mormon Thought; and War, Literature, and the Arts. He has also published book
reviews in the Mormon Studies Review, Religion and Popular Culture, and Irreantum.

UDO J. HEBEL is Professor and Chair of American Studies at the University of
Regensburg, where he has served as President since 2013. He has published close to
sixty articles in national and international journals of American Studies. His most recent
edited volume, Transnational American Studies, was published in 2012. At this point, he
is preparing an annotated edition of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century New England
anniversary orations and a special journal issue on “South Africa and the U.S. in
Transnational American Studies.”

IFEOMA KIDDOE NWANKWO is Associate Professor of English at Vanderbilt University.
Her research centers on nineteenth- and twentieth-century US African American and
Caribbean literature and culture (including the portions of Central America that border
the Caribbean Sea).

GREG ROBINSON is Professor of History at Université du Québec A Montréal. He was
recently awarded the 2015 Japan Residency by the Organization of American Historians
and the Japanese Association for American Studies. He serves as the Forward Editor
of JTAS.



TEEMU RUSKOLA is Professor of Law at Emory University’s School of Law. He is
coeditor of Schlesinger’s Comparative Law (with Ugo Mattei and Antonio Gidi;
Foundation Press, 2009) and coeditor (with David L. Eng and Shuang Shen) of a special
double issue of the journal Social Text on “China and the Human” (2012). His
publications have also appeared in Michigan Law Review, Stanford Law Review, UCLA
Law Review, and Yale Law Journal.

STEPHEN HONG SOHN, a former University of California President’s Postdoctoral
Fellow (2006-2007), is Assistant Professor of English at University of California,
Riverside. He is a member of the Advisory Board of JTAS.

WILLIAM V. SPANOS is Distinguished Professor of English and Comparative Literature
at Binghamton University and the author of many books and essays on American
exceptionalism, including Shock and Awe: American Exceptionalism and the Imperatives
of the Spectacle in Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's
Court (Dartmouth College Press, 2013) and Redeemer Nation: An Untimely Meditation
on the American Vocation (Fordham University Press, forthcoming 2015).

MARGARIDA VALE DE GATO is Assistant Professor of American Studies at the
University of Lisbon. Her PhD dissertation covers the reception of Edgar Allan Poe and
nineteenth-century Portuguese lyric rewrites.

CHRISTOPHER P. WILSON is Professor of English and American Studies at Boston
College. He is the author, most recently, of Learning to Live with Crime: American Crime
Narrative in the Neoconservative Turn (2010). He specializes in American literature, US
print culture, and representations of crime and police power in US cultural history.
Currently his work focuses on experimental narrative forms in classic and
contemporary literary journalism.

ELLEN D. WU is Associate Professor of History at Indiana University. She is the author
of “‘America’s Chinese’: Anti-Communism, Citizenship, and Cultural Diplomacy During
the Cold War,” published in Pacific Historical Review (August 2008), and “Chinese
American Transnationalism Aboard the ‘Love Boat’: The Overseas Chinese Youth
Language Training and Study Tour to the Republic of China,” published in Chinese
America: History and Perspectives (2005).





