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110 Mexico and the United States

Have Economic Reforms in Mexico Not Generated Growth?”; and Arias et al.,
“Policies to Promote Growth and Economic Efficiency in Mexico.” Although
some of the factors mentioned by these authors to explain the low rates of eco-
nomic growth in Mexico are common to our explanation for the lack of conver-
gence between Mexico and the United States, we do not necessarily agree with
all their conclusions or with the relevance of some of the aspects that they
emphasize. A full discussion of these issues, however, would fall beyond the
scope of this chapter.

28. See Esquivel and Hernandez-Trillo, “How Can Reforms Help Deliver
Growth in Mexico?”

29. See Del Villar, “Competition and Equity in Telecommunications.”

30. See, for example, Blecker, “External Shocks, Structural Change, and Eco-
nomic Growth in Mexico,” and the references therein.

31. See Esquivel, “De la inestabilidad macroeconémica al estancamiento esta-
bilizador.”

32. Pete Engardio and Geri Smith, “Business Is Standing Its Ground,” Busi-
ness Week, April 20, 2009, 34-39.

33. American Chamber of Commerce of Mexico, “Foreign Direct Investment
in Mexico: Is Your Investment Safe?” June 2010. Emphasis in original.

34. Regarding the impact of exchange rates and transportation costs, see Ylan
Q. Mui, “Ikea Helps a Town Put It Together,” Washington Post, May 31, 2008;
and Jeff Rubin and Benjamin Tal, “Will Soaring Transport Costs Reverse Global-
ization?” StrategEcon, CIBC World Markets, May 27, 2008, 4-7. In regard to
quality concerns about Chinese imports, see Engardio and Smith, “Business Is
Standing Its Ground.”

35. See Roig-Franzia, “Ford’s ‘Global Car’ to Roll Out in Mexico,” Washing-
ton Post, May 31, 2008; and Paul Kieman, “GM to Invest $500M in Mexico,”
Wall Street Journal, August 4, 2010.

36. Calculated from data in US Bureau of Economic Analysis, International
Transactions Accounts, Table 2, release of March 16, 2011, http://www.bea.gov.

37. See Hanson, “Illegal Migration from Mexico to the United States,” for

estimates of wage gaps for particular categories of workers.
38. See Pastor, Toward a North American Community.

Migration:
Policies and Politics

David FitzGerald and Rafael Alarcon

Migration from Mexico to the United States takes place on a
massive scale. The 11.5 million people of Mexican birth living in the
United States represent more than the total number of immigrants in any
other country in the world.! The history of large-scale migration stretches
back to the Mexican Revolution, with smaller movements even earlier.
Many Mexican towns have developed a dependence on remittances and
deep cultural traditions of migration in which young people grow up
expecting to go north as a rite of passage.> Mexican migration is deeply
rooted on a demographic, historical, economic, and cultural level that pol-
icymakers in both countries struggle to reshape.

After a difficult first decade, Mexico and the United States confront
the twenty-first century with several unresolved issues regarding this
migration. While Mexicans are by far the largest group of legal immi-
grants in the United States, they are also the largest group of unauthorized
migrants. The system in the United States to regulate legal, permanent
immigration is primarily based on family reunification and skilled migra-
tion. These restrictions make it all but impossible for Mexicans to legally
immigrate unless they have special skills or a nuclear family member in
the United States who can sponsor them. Consequently, 6.7 million Mex-
icans work in the United States illegally, and Washington seems incapable
of resolving their status through comprehensive immigration reform.

While the US Congress has remained gridlocked on immigration pol-
icy, growing anti-immigrant movements at the subnational level have
enacted stringent measures against undocumented migrants. Mexicans
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138 Mexico and the United States

69. Rosenblum, “Moving Beyond the Policy of No Policy,” 91-125.
70. Davidow, U.S. and Mexico, 219.

71. Zolberg, Nation by Design.
72. Unauthorized Immigrant Population: National and State Trends, 2010,

Pew Hispanic Center, http://pewhispanic.org/files/reports/133.pdf.

Protecting
the Environment?

Roberto Sdnchez-Rodriguez
and Stephen P Mumme

The current era of global environmental problems is forcing
societies to redefine their relationship with nature. Debate over climate
change has raised awareness of these issues at international, national,
and subnational levels. Until recently, environmental exploitation has
been regarded merely as a consequence of economic, physical, and
demographic growth. The resulting problems have mainly been defined
as technical, an approach that avoids and evades direct consideration of
underlying socioeconomic and political forces. In Mexico and the United
States, among other countries, the operational model for environmental
analysis favors fragmented perspectives on complex and interrelated
problems.

We place our discussion within this broad context. Environmental
protection and natural resource management have become significant ele-
ments of the bilateral relationship over the past thirty years. Challenges
now shaping the agenda for cooperation are formidable, and they engage
arich and diverse set of institutions and stakeholders at multiple levels of
government in both societies.

We begin the chapter with an overview of major environmental issues
and their potential implications for the US-Mexican relationship in the
short and long terms. We then analyze binational efforts to manage envi-
ronmental issues and provide a critical perspective on their strengths and
shortcomings. We conclude with policy recommendations.
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