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Screens 

By Camryn Melanson 

 

We see each other between glass towers— 

artificially polished, 

glossed with tenderness, 

 

and screaming 

through transparent screens. 

I’m soft to the core, delicate at best, 

 

an ice sculpture shy  

of one degree. 

I touch the way I spit my words, 

 

cold enough to keep you  

out, with an iced over handle 

that could let you in. 

 

 

To extend myself to you would be  

to carve myself through the  

barricade and find 

 

the fire. Burning skin, 

but failing to melt us 

into one, 

 

chiseling curse words  

into crystal, 

wishing our mothers had taught us 



 

how to give away ourselves. A single  

breath could melt it all 

if I only had the lungs. 

 
 
 
 
 

 




