
UCLA
Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
Flash Photography

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/8586j9jp

Author
Wilson, Thomas

Publication Date
2020

Copyright Information
This work is made available under the terms of a Creative Commons Attribution License, 
availalbe at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/8586j9jp
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


Thomas L. Wilson

Flash Photography
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Flute
Acoustic Guitar

5'

Performance Notes:

Group: The opening fermatas should go until the flutist loses breathe or the guitar 
            resonance is imperceptible.
Flute: The "z" symbol indicates notes to be performed with fluttered tongue. 
            Rolled tongue is also permissible.
Guitar: The entirety of the work can be performed with or without pick/plectrum.

Program Notes:

Photos. Any portable electronic device manufactured today probably contains at 
least one camera. Before, this would have been inconceivable! Now, with hundreds 
of cameras present at this performance, photography is possible at billions of 
fingertips. Yet these micro cameras generally falter in the night sky. On the flip 
side, we generally disable flash on a smart phone because of the associated 
negative social norms.

We now reserve Flash Photography for large cameras and special occasions. This 
work, inspired by the composer's memories, attempts to recreate those special 
moments in music the thoughts where words falter. The instrumentation, flute and 
acoustic guitar, mirror the first instruments of the composer and his partner. 

thomaslwilson.com
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