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ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS 
 
 

Three Pieces 
 
 

by 
 
 

Ian Power 
 

Master of Arts in Music 
 

University of California, San Diego, 2009 
 

Professor Lei Liang, Chair 
 

 
The following Master’s Thesis represents the culmination of two years’ 

work in the UCSD department of music. The three pieces, “We have not 

been...picked out...simply to be abandoned”, My Lips Grow Dry,...,,,,,,,, and Ave 

Maria: Variations on a Theme of Giacinto Scelsi, appear in order of completion, 

the first two having been composed for juries, the last as an individual project. 

My time in the program has seen great changes to my musical thinking, as 

evidenced in these works. From a formalist examination of one idea (a glissando) 

in the first work, to agitating music culminating in a moment of true release and 

silliness in the second, the the abject simplicity and narrativity of the third, I have 

attempted to use quite different materials to decorate what I believe to be a rather 

uniform creative energy in my work. What results is, hopefully, music that 

provides an easy way in without sacrificing any depth of idea. 

v 
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