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Memorial to Wick R. Miller
(1932 - 1994)

Wick R. Miller, photograph taken ca. 1993.

WICK R. MILLER, widely respected anthro-
pological linguist, pioneer in acquisition studies,
and benefactor to our discipline, was gravely in-
jured in a bicycle accident in Hermosillo, Sono-
ra, on Saturday, May 7, 1994. He was flown to
a hospital in Phoenix, Arizona, where he died
on May 9 at the age of 62. Friends and family
gathered to honor his memory in Salt Lake City
on Sunday, May 15, 1994.

Wick was born on January 6, 1932, in the
small town of San Ysidro, New Mexico, where
his father ran a trading post west of Santa Fe,
between the Jemez and Zia reservations. His
early contacts with native peoples were to have
a strong influence on his academic career. In

1953, he received an A.B. degree in Anthropol-
ogy from the University of New Mexico. He
received his doctorate in Linguistics in 1962
from the University of California, Berkeley, as
a student of Mary Haas. He joined the faculty
of the Department of Anthropology at the Uni-
versity of Utah in 1963, initiating a more than
30-year career there, serving as the Director of
the Linguistics Program for eight years and
Chairman of the Department of Anthropology
for two years. His life and work were a vital
and active continuation of the tradition of Franz
Boas and Edward Sapir. From the beginning of
his career, Wick was known as a gifted and de-
termined analyst, who explained for us im-
mensely complicated aspects of language. His
principal field work was with three languages
belonging to two language families: Acoma
(Keres), and Shoshoni and Guarijfo (both Uto-
Aztecan), His publications include reviews,
books, and articles on Native American lan-
guages, especially linguistics, sociolinguistics,
and linguistic acculturation. He also did editori-
al work in linguistics for the University of Utah
Press.

By publishing his own work and encyclope-
dic reviews of the literature on various topics,
Wick greatly facilitated the research of others.
A prime example is his Uto-Aztecan lexicon
which he carefully updated as more and more
material became available. Different stages of
this work served as the impetus for subsequent
lexical classification papers. His dedication pro-
vided us with *‘state-of-the-art’” works on Uto-
Aztecan and Numic languages, the ‘“‘ethnogra-
phy of speaking,”” a Shoshoni grammatical
sketch, and the Keres language family.

He was instrumental in the founding of, and
tirelessly active in nurturing, fora through which
his colleagues shared ideas both among them-
selves and with the discipline at large: the
Friends of Uto-Aztecan and the Society for the
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Study of Indian Languages of the Americas, for
which he was the principal author of the consti-
tution.

Wick felt himself as much an anthropologist
as a linguist. This side of his research includes
relatively early interest in obsolescing lan-
guages, folk tales and historical narratives in
Shoshoni, respect speech, taxonomic systems,
and lexical borrowing.

He felt a strong debt to his language consul-
tants and their communities, as is amply shown
by his constant efforts to repay the debt he felt
to them. He served as a consultant to a bilin-
gual education program for the Acoma people
and conducted a workshop on Keresan linguis-
tics for native speakers in 1970. Since 1971, he
continuously worked in a variety of language
and literacy programs among the Shoshoni of
Utah, Nevada, and Idaho. Throughout this time,
he felt fortunate in having the collaboration of
his colleague, Beverly Crum. Their association
yielded much literary material in Shoshoni.

Wick enjoyed international standing as a lin-
guist and scholar. The Linguistics Department
at the University of Sonora invited him to give
lectures to their students and to teach courses
there. Former students and university authori-
ties honored his contributions during the En-
cuentro Sobre Linglilstica en el Noroeste in
1990. This ongoing conference owes much of
its initial impetus to Wick’s tireless efforts to
foster interest in the Uto-Aztecan languages of
northwest Mexico. Wick will be sorely missed
by colleagues, friends, and family alike.

Mauricio Mixco and Ray Freeze
Linguistics Program, University of Utah
Salt Lake City, UT 84112
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Preaspirated Consonants in Central Nu-
mic: In: Trends in Linguistics, Studies
and Monographs 16, American Indian and
European Studies, Kathryn Klar, ed., pp.
151-158. Mouton: New York.
Uto-Aztecan Languages. In: Handbook
of North American Indians, Vol. 10,
Southwest, Alfonso Ortiz, ed., pp. 113-
124. Washington: Smithsonian Institu-
tion.



1983

1984

1984

1984

1985

1985

1985

1985

1986

1986

1988

1988

WICK R. MILLER

A Note on Extinct Languages of North-
west Mexico of Supposed Uto-Aztecan
Affiliation. International Journal of Amer-
ican Linguistics 49(3):328-334.
Subordinate Verbs in Guarijio: Evidence
of a Shift from SOV to SVO in a Uto-Az-
tecan Language. In: 1983 Mid-America
Linguistics Conference Papers, pp. 291-
302. Boulder: University of Colorado.

The Classification of the Uto-Aztecan
Languages Based on Lexical Evidence.
International Journal of American Lin-
guistics 50(1):1-24.

Situacién sociolingiifstica de los Guarijios.
In: IX Simposio de Historia y Antropolo-
gia de Sonora, Lic. Juan Antonio Ruibal
Corella, ed., pp. 113-119. Hermosillo,
Sonora: Instituto de Investigaciones His-
toricas.

Tooele: Black Bear. Letter to the Editor,
Salt Lake City Tribune (giving the correct
etymology for Tooele, Utah).

Préstamos antiguos del espaiiol y el azteca
en las lenguas indigenas de Sonora. In:
IX Simposio de Historia y Antropologia
de Sonora, Lic. Juan Antonio Ruibal Cor-
ella, ed., pp. 472-484. Hermosillo, Son-
ora: Instituto de Investigaciones Histor-
icas.

Lionnet’s Article on the ‘‘Intensive’ in
Tarahumara.  International Journal of
American Linguistics 51(4):502-504.
Review of Zapeda: Papago Grammar.
Modern Language Association Journal 69:
10.

Review of Langacker: Studies in Uto-Az-
tecan Grammar, Volume 4: Southern Uto-
Aztecan Grammatical Sketches. American
Anthropologist 88(2):513-514.

The Numic Languages. In: Handbook of
North American Indians, Vol. 11, Great
Basin, Warren L. d’Azevedo, ed., pp. 98-
106. Washington: Smithsonian Institu-
tion.

(Editor, with Karen Dakin) Thelma D.
Sullivan’s Compendium of Aztec Gram-
mar. Salt Lake City: University of Utah
Press. (Edited and revised English ver-
sion of Sullivan’s Compendio de la Grd-
matica Ndhuatl.)

(with Beverly Crum) How to Read and
Write Shoshoni: A Book of Spelling Les-

1988

1990

1990

1991

1991

1991

1992

1992

1992

1992

157

sons, Readings, and Glossary for Shosho-
ni Speakers. Winnemucca, NY: Hum-
boldt Press.

Componential Analysis of the Guarijio
Orientational System. In: In Honor of
Mary Haas: From the Haas Festival Con-
ference on Native American Linguistics,
William F. Shipley, ed., pp. 497-515.
Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

Early Lexical Acculturation in Northwest
Mexico. In: Languages in Contact, Pro-
ceedings of Symposium 16.1 of the 12th
International Congress of Anthropological
and Ethnological Sciences, Zagreb, Yugo-
slavia, July 1988, Rudolf Filipovizc and
Maja Bratanic, pp. 237-247. Published
by the Institute of Linguistics, Faculty of
Philosophy, University of Zagreb.

Early Spanish and Aztec Loan Words in
the Indigenous Languages of Northwest
Mexico. In: Homenaje a Jorge A. Sudrez:
Lingiifstica indoamericana e hispdnica,
Beatriz Garza Cuar6n and Paulette Levy,
eds., pp. 351-365. Mexico City: El Col-
egio de México.

Agent in Passive Sentences in Yaqui and
Guarijio. International Journal of Ameri-
can Linguistics 57(4):519-523.

Corn and Tortillas in Northwest Mexico.
In: A Festschrift for William F. Shipley,
Sandra Chung and Jorge Hankamer, eds.,
pp. 235-243. Syntax Research Center,
University of California, Santa Cruz.

Review of Karttunen and Lockhart, The
Art of Nahuatl Speech: The Bancroft
Dialogues. Journal of Linguistic Anthro-
pology 1:230-231.

(with Beverly Crum) How to Read and
Write Shoshoni: A Book of Spelling Les-
sons, Readings, and Glossary for Shosho-
ni Speakers. Published privately. (Revi-
sion of a 1988 publication.)

Uto-Aztecan. Oxford International Ency-
clopedia of Linguistics No. 4, William
Bright, ed., pp. 212-216. New York:
Oxford University Press.

English Index to Sapir’s Southern Paiute
Dictionary, Volume 10 of the Collected
Works of Edward Sapir, William Bright,
ed., pp. 753-778.

Review of Dorian (ed.): Investigating Ob-
solescence: Studies in Language Contrac-



158 JOURNAL OF CALIFORNIA AND GREAT BASIN ANTHROPOLOGY

tion and Death. Journal of Linguistic An-
thropology 2:231-232.

UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS OF
WICK R. MILLER

n.d. The Ethnography of Speaking. Handbook
of North American Indians, Language
Volume (accepted for publication).

n.d.  Sketch of Shoshoni Grammar. Handbook
of North American Indians, Language
Volume (accepted for publication).

1996

1997

n.d.

Guarijfo: Gramadtica, Textos y Vocabula-
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