UCLA

Ufahamu: A Journal of African Studies

Title
The Merchants of Charity

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7r27f8w?2|

Journal
Ufahamu: A Journal of African Studies, 14(3)

ISSN
0041-5715

Author
Demissie, Fassil

Publication Date
1985

DOI
10.5070/F7143017036

Copyright Information

Copyright 1985 by the author(s). All rights reserved unless otherwise
indicated. Contact the author(s) for any necessary permissions. Learn

more at https://escholarship.org/termgd

Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqgital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7r27f8w2
https://escholarship.org/terms
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

- Y R

Tell

THE MERCHANTS OF CHARITY
by

Fassil Demissie

me

What is the situation in Ethiopia?

Well,

famine, starvation
and relief work?

things have not improved much

We have our people in the bush

Just
Look
This

flying mercy missions

doing feasibility studies

the whole works on development
you know!

see

is our annual report

tax-exemptions and the like
All approved by the Feds

We need your contributions

This

tax-deductible donations
this is the year of giving
giving

giving

taking and keeping

is not the year of spending
all that money in B of A
collecting interest

to defray our costs of
being in the famine business

When are you going to spend it?
All this money you have collected

for Ethiopia?
Africa?

I feel a lot of money is going there

you know

we spend it staying at Hilton

eating Ethiopian gourmet food

wining and dining with relief bureaucrats
this is how it will trickle down

trickle down

trickle down

trickle around
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