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WOLF CONTROL IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA
G. A. WEST
BRITISH COLUMBIA FISH AND GAME BRANCH

567 Burrard Street, Vancouver 1, B.C.

Predator Control, in British Columbia, is primarily vested in
eleven predator hunters stationed at various points within the Province.
Each hunter is responsible for the controls over a designated area al-
though Conservation Officers aid immeasurably in the programs. The
overall direction is supplied by the Supervisor at headquarters. Prior
te 1949, the administration in this field was quite different as a re-
view of background will indicate.

Up to 1949, the Fish and Game Branch employed personnel, some of
whom were temporary, to attempt control of the extremely high wolf pop-
ulations of the central and northern portions of British Columbia.
Coyotes were also very numerous in the central and southern regions and
had to he considered because of their depredations. The field men were
keen and conscientious but their efforts were not co-ordinated. Control
areas were severely restricted in size as techniques were not adaptable
enough and because of a lack of wmanpower. Eventually, sheepmen went out
of business entirely over wide areas, cattlemen were subjected to huge
annual losses, and sportsmen were very concerned. However, stock losses
conatituted the major complaint and resulted in ranchers dewanding action.
Two major changes came out of this, First, the bounty on wolves was

raised and second, the present Predator Control Division was formed. The
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requirements were shown by the compound and it was firmly established
from the administrative viewpoint. However, the full value was not re-
cognized by all concerned, including some of our own personnel, until

as late as 1955, The public had become too accustomed to finding car-
casses immediately adjacent to the strychnine bait stations and could
not appreciate the effects of the new poison although wolves and coyotes
were becoming conspicuous by their absence. Compound 1080 was declared
to be the primary poison in all programs in 1954. Cyanide was abandoned
and strychnine was used only under special circumstances.

As efficiency was increased, a second major problem increased in
importance. Organized controls came into direct competition with the
existing bounty. Funds were being expended in both directions with the
usual wastage being incurred to pay bounties. New variations of fraud
were 1ntroduceé. One favourite was for people to watch the bait stations,
track poisoned aniwals, present them and collect bounty. There were
other variations of this procedure and all were widespread and popular.
Controls were necessary in some areas, not from a predation peoint of
view but because of bounty payments, Competition became so intense
that an extensive progfam was deemed necessary to prove that bounty pay-
ments were not as effective. Consequently, baiting was increased from
1953 te 1955 when over 2,100 major poison stations were established dur-
ing the winter months. This program covered about 200,000 square miles
of wvhich more than one half was wolf habitat. This action was an apparent

direct contradiction of an earlier policy statement orlhxercising control
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is normally dropped well away from cover on the ice on lakes and rivers.
It ie known that some fur-bearers are destroyed during operations but as
few such animals will venture more than a short distance into the open,
the correct procedure of dropping at least one hundred yards from cover
is considered to cause negligible loeses.

Bait distribution 1is carried out either just following the first
major ice of the season or after overflow conditions have ceased, Over-
flow is caused by the ice sinking under heavy snow. Water then flows
over the ice and forms a slush condition which can be several feet in
depth. When this condition is severe, it is necessary to wait until
February or March when ice conditions are again suitable. If overflow
is not serious or if the ice cover is thin, large baits can be dropped
from an altitude of less than fifty feet and they will ricochet to re-
main on top as successful bait stations.

If more or less complete wolf control is desired within a given
area, distribution patterns must include every suitable spot as it is
not always possible to know the exact watershed the wolves will travel.
Of course, a lower level of control will require a lesser quantity of
speculative bombing. The use of aircraft is much more efficient and
less costly than other forms of bait distribution if the program in-
volves more than a few baits in the general area.

Although swaller aircraft are utilized, larger single-engine
models such as the Beaver or Norsewan are preferred for much of the
tait distribution over the more rugged types of terrain. Either of

these is capable of carrying 1,000 pounds of baits in addition to the
61






01l placed on it. The odor of this substance has attracted wolves from
three~quarters of a wile away that we know of.

Individual complaints at other periods are normally attended to by
placing a bait on private or leased land. Before any poisoncus or wech-
anical method can be utilized, the landowner or lessee wust sign = form
that is an agreement to absolve the Fish and Game Branch of all respon-
sibility for any lcsses caused by placing traps, poison baits, or by any
other technique that is used. The complainant has the right to protection
for his domestic animals but as the public also has the right to be pro-
tected against danger, the wmethods are usually confined to the land on
which the public must trespass to gain access.

A further precaution that is taken to protect the public from any
form of ground baiting is that at least two warning signs must be placed
well in advance of the physical location of the bait or mechanical de-
vice. This must be done whether the land is private, leased, or publically
owned. If acceas is very open, then every point of access must be signed.

For adwministration purposes, each field man must submit a form re-
port for each major poison station that is established. The form shows
the type of station, type of meat used, the weight of the bait, the legal
and local description, and the reason for the establishwent of the station.
The inforwation is recorded and each position is represented on a wap at
headquarters, Some time during the late winter or early spring, all
ground baits are picked up, destroyed, and the appropriate reports are
submitted. These details are not only mandatory to maintain a close
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There have been two instances of theft, from storage depots, in which the
thieves ate the poisoned meat., Fortunately all of the stolen baits had
been impregnated with Compound 1080 and not strychnine. Otherwise, in-
stead of mild symptoms, deaths wight have occurred,

Present methods and techniques have been proved to be very effective
and it has been possible to control the larger wild canines almost at
will, especially wolves. Their trait of travelling in fawily or larger
packs makes the species very vulnerable to a control program. In fact,
it was this habit which resulted in the elimination of the species over
much of its forwer range.

Success of control has brought yet another problem in British
Columbia, There are factions which demand the destruction of all wolves
and there are also those which demand that no wolves be destroyed. Some-
wvhere between these equally ridiculous extremes lies the answer. At pre-
sent, wolf control is almost complete in ranching areas for obvious rea=-
sons. Cenversely, in wilderness areas, control pressures have been re-
laxed to an almost non-existent level despite the protestations of hunters
and guides. It would appear to be the basic desire of most hunters and
guides to he able to stockpile game species 1o the point of being ridic-
ulous. However, the present policy will be in effect for as long as
possible., Unfortunately, basic research has been lacking in the control
programs to date, All action taken has been hased upon practical needs,

intelligent guesses, and careful planning. How long this rough form of
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