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Maternity
Flutes I and I1

Oboes I and II
Clarinets in B-flat I and 11
Bassoons I and 1T

French Horns I-IV
Trumpets in B-flat I and II

Timpani
Percussion I and 11
Harp

Soprano solo
Violin I
Violin IT

Viola
Cello

Contra-bass

Score in C
All instruments sound as written

Approximate duration=17"

Performance Instructions

Slides indicating each mother should be projected, with the cues as indicated in the score.

Notes to Performers
Tempo markings are approximate and should be considered flexible.

Accidentals apply to the register to which they are marked and hold for the entire bar.
Notes should be held for their full notated value unless otherwise marked.

When “poco f” is marked the orchestra should play with the intensity of a forte dynamic but
mindful not to cover the voice.

The marking “in background” is accompanied by a dynamic marking lower than the prevailing
dynamic.

In the strings, div a 3 should be evenly divided among the section. In the case that the number of
players cannot be divided equally by 3, the upper divisi lines should be reinforced.



Percussion Instruments
Large crash cymbal
Mounted clave
Maracas
Cabasa
Two matched sets of four graduated conga with identical tuning
Two matched sets of high and low bongos with identical tuning

Four graduated congas

Mounted
; Cabasa clave
) ° -
® P L
H - ® i o
o ) Maracas Crash
Low and high bongos cymbal

For the bongo and conga mallets, the felt end of a Vic Firth “Swizzle” stick is recommended.
At rehearsal 8, “edge” and “center” of the drum are abbreviated as “E” and “C.”

At rehearsal 16, sticks with moleskin wrapped around the ends are recommended to create a

slightly less “brittle” or “clattery” sound.
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Libretto by David Eagleman
(Adapted from the short story The Founding Mothers)

You are here because of me.

[on screen: mother]

I am here because of her. She gave up cigarettes in her 30s and can’t operate a video player newer
than a VCR.

Tall and striking, she once played Cleopatra.

[on screen: grandmother]

Her mother died in her late 60s, drifting in dementia.

[on screen: great grandmother]

Her beauty stopped traffic.

[on screen: great’grandmother]
My great-great-grandmother had a tightly twisted temper. Hundreds of memories trafficked
inside of her like skittish schools of fish.

[on screen: great’grandmother]
Her mother was as a long-distance runner. She bore the daughter of her married coach, and

treated her worse than those she bore later; it was the densest representation of her guilt.

[on screen: great*grandmother]
A woman blessed with tightly curled locks of hair, she grew it long. Men drowned in her pelagic

eyes.

[on screen: great®grandmother]
We go back further now, to the Dark Ages. She spent an afternoon examining a Roman aqueduct
with her children. She explained that there used to be people who knew how to make things like

this...and symbols and ways of magic now lost forever.
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[on screen: great™ grandmother]

She lived in a quarrelsome village by the Nile.

[on screen: great’"

grandmother]
The Upper Paleolithic. She was bitten by a fly and left for dead, but lived with the help of a man.
She returned home pregnant.

[on screen: great'**

grandmother]
She fashioned the first flutes. She worked her whole life refining, changing the length and
diameter. Pregnant with her sixth child, she was caught under a mudslide and suffocated.

[on screen: great***

grandmother]
She could calm disagreements. She knew almost every one of the humans remaining in our
species.

17,280

[on screen: great " "grandmother]

As she died during childbirth at age thirteen, she cried through the stabbing pain.

[on screen: great’*>

grandmother]
She is a Homo erectus, rapid and hairy. She contrives new ways to decorate her braids, wrap
pelts, rub sweet saps onto her skin.

241,920

[on screen: great grandmother]

She births eight children, each by a different father. Only three survive.

[on screen: great'>*7**

grandmother]

She is a sweet creature who can’t compete with the other females. She sees an opportunity in the
banana trees: He is there, and his female has been bitten by a snake and is howling in pain. My
matriarch moves in quickly.

5,797.443

[on screen: great grandmother]

She can bark with such ferocity that she saves her pack again and again.



2018 grandmother]

[on screen: great
She is amphibious. Her features are duplicated in thousands like her. She follows the
mesmerizing smells to find males in beams of moonlight.

88299 8% o randmother]

[on screen: great
She is fully aquatic. She fears anything that casts a shadow over the top of her. She is wholly
devoted to the shafts of sunlight that sparkle the murkiness.

3342812920 randmother]

[on screen: great
She is a small sea creature made of millions of cells. When she detects energy sources drifting
past, she unlocks her opening and absorbs them.

706406493 orandmother]

[on screen: great
She is the first female in history. This is the moment when gender splits into being. She is the
first to seek another half. A single cell, she is as complicated inside as a city. She touches against
other cells, shares experience, builds something new. She carries the first draft of a genetic

handbook passed from female to female in an uninterrupted gift of inheritance.

Because of each of us, you are here.
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Score in C

Music by Anthony K. Brandt
Libretto by David Eagleman
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