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This packet is to explain our general plan for exvavating and recording at the site of Chiripa,
Prov. Ingavi, La Paz, Bolivia during the 1996 fic!u season. Reading this in detail should explain
how we hope to record and study the stratigraphy that we should find.

Ficeld Procedures

I. General Recording Coordinate system used by Wiigzhewismessad T.A.P.

There is no national recording system in Bolivia. Sites can be designated by abbreviations of their
name, or if surveyed, with an already assigned number. Chiripa will be named CH§/. A master
grid system has already been created at the site and-the-sitewill-be-eemp 1S
seasofl. There is one permanent datum pointsin concrete on (he top of the mound. From the on-
site datum, a line is shot to the second permanent point and the angle ofl ol magnetic north is
recorded. A theoretical east-west and north-south grid is established using these two points.

"The on-site datum point is then given an arbitrary two digit coordinate for its north and east
points such as N 1000 and E 1000. This number, in meters, must be sufficiently large to insure
that it will cover the entire area of the site and its periphery to the south and west, thus avoiding
negative numbers in the excavations. To locate and name a point therefore, simply measure the
distance from the two theoretical datum lines. 1f the urit is north of the east-west line you must
add to the north coordinate of the datum point. !{ it is south, you will subtract. Likewise, points
east of the north-south datum line will reauire adding, and points to the west must be subtracted
(sce figure 1). Example: A datum point is given an arbitrary coordinate of N3000 and E3000. A
point 237 m south of the east-west datum line and 59 m east of the north-south will be N 2763
(2000-237=2763) x E 3059 (3000 +59=3059). You may need a new datum occasionally. This
should be shot off the main site datum.

All unit excavations or surface collections are labcled from their southwest corner. Any point on
the site can be located with a two digit number relative to the initial datum point. The grid
systein is designed to be flexible, while maintaining a standardized nomenclature across the site. It
is preferable to keep unit designations to whole numbers. Lxcavation units will begin with 2 x 2
m squares, but can be 2 x 1 or 2 x 3 if there is a good reason. L.ocal aress on the site (like
Sanliago‘) will receive a local datum.

II. Surface Collections —_—
e will begi e site with an intensive-surface coliection gyﬂel/l as map the outer limits of
he site;murﬁ';t rmining what si;@f‘t’é’ make/the units of coficction, we will completéia
sys}em/atic collectjon of the sitgx’f‘hese colle'étions \\g}l’ge along liney plotied.ut frony the datum
the NE grid. All mater}'a}/should be collei\:ted within each designafed unif. These bags will be
labeled with “surface coHection,” the grid coordinates, and “collection pe 1.” Each slrface
collectionn unit witt'have a unique locus number, and will be labelled as ‘level 0°.

Surface collection units should contain at least 100 sherds. Collection unit size will be increased
according to a predetermined values until this minimum sample size is achieved. The-mumberand

i~
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:spa?:‘mg»aﬂlhcscmnmmc_q;lcnnincd when we have acquired a more adequate knewledge-of

___the.size-and-nature-ef the-site-and of 118 Tnternal structure,

Surface coilection units will be circular in form and will take as their central points an cven-meter
point on the site grid. This central point will be located with a theodolite, and the circular
collection unit will be generated by the ‘dogleash’ technique, in which a cord is attached to the
central point, and a circle is described in the dirt by the use of a sharpened stake attached to the
other end. All cultural material within this circular area is to be collected, and separated into bags
in the same manner as is done with materials collected from excavation units.

II1. Excavation Procedures

The areas we will begin with on the site have alrcady been determined, but after the surface

collections we will mark out the unit corizers sy.>cifically (designated by their southwest comer)

of new areas. Excavation begins within arbitrary zouts but you will begin also with loci

designations for each separate excavated volum “see terra definitions and Harris' book). Make

sure all soil is sent to the screen in meq;‘gigg buciets of 10 liters (baldes), except for the soil

collected for flotation or the smaller soik sgﬁr%al';zs which are not sent to the screen. Please
RSN ; ke

remember that at the end of every gig day yov should record ygwr basic @information

on the cultural context log in-the-eamedor.

Begin a new Jocus with every new cultural or depositional event you think you see in the soil.
You should explain why you begin a new locus. At the beginning of each new locus, take a bulk
flot and a small soil sample (pollen) and plot tl}g){n in on your map. Eventually you may assign
yeur loci to an event (a unit of homogenous %{for example, an ash lens, an intentional fill level,
etc.], or a cut [of a pit or of a foudation trench, for example]), a level, and/or an architectizra! sub
division {ASD e.g. a house compound). /“catures may also be assigned when identified. There is
a feature listing where cach one should be recorded and given a unique number. This is in the
green book. Events, arcsubdivs, and features, like loci should be given a unique number and
recorded in a book. A /evel will be defined by culturally identifiable breaks in the deposits, and
may take a while to define during the excavation. Thes (includ cus
numbers. Y‘Uu,ﬂhc cxcavator)pwill veZIndster sign out a block of 25 locus numbers with which to
work. Lvery locus should be recorded sequentially in this book. Number each locus
consecutively, adding appropriate information in the book. An area is either a previously
designated region on a sitﬁ_q{ an area thz}’{t éqs/ difterent from where others are excavating, c¢.g. ’
Santiago I, or Llusco, or el s Every new ivcnt should be recorded in
the event log which is a purplc book, | &2 @ AdVas Oedtuas rlen

1) Provenience vs. Stratigraphy: “locus” defined A Jocus is a unit of provenience. That is to
say, each locus number refers to a volume of matrix that was excavated as a visibly defined unit.
A locus is the minimurn volume of matrix, exceping special samples such as flotation or soil
samples. In this, the locus is to be distinguished ‘rom the stratigraphic event, which is a unit of
stratigraphy. The stratigraphic event is a natural property of the matrix, resulting from the
process by which the site was lormed. The iocus, by contrast, is an arclacological umt, formed
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by the manner and sequence in which the site is excavated ( some events are subdivided by the
arbitrary 2 by 2 m grids that we start our digging with, but these boundaries can be overstepped
when you can identify your locus) . Ideally, each locus should belong to only one stratigraphic
event, although some stratigraphic events fill contain many (or no) loci.

For each locus that is excavated and defined by the archaeologist, a locus form, the Relacion de

Locus, must be completed.
Cgmd Osds boele
mig-alihetopanden

The locus form should be filled out s
N

2) Locus form header On the upper right of t%:c form, you must write the-three-letter sitc code

(1gy Chiripa, this is Cl-ﬂ), the area name, the loous rumber, and the stratigraphic event (events, if

it‘pertains to more than one), level and final cul:ural conicxt. The last of these three are marked

on the form in bold text to indicate that it wi'! often be impessibic o complete these spaces at

the time of excavation. These portions of the form will normally be comipleted in the lab some

time after the locus has been excavated, but uhways before a new level is begun. We repeat, all

forms from a level must be completed before a new level may be started.

3) Burials Burials require a Burial form (Relacion de entierro) and should be recorded in the
burial log book. There is a burial form that you will want to complete when excavating any
human burial. It prompts you to describe the pit, soil, and body(ies) encountered, as well as
ertifacts. A burial is a unique locus (or set of loci) as well, so there will also be one or more locus
forms associated with the burial form. On the bottom of the form you must circle what parts of
the body you encounter, and a plan of the burial pit and its contents must be drawn on the back.
This plan should include exact locations and elevations. Every new burial should also be
recorded in the green book.

4) ASD description and log recording Every new ASD should be recorded in the green book
with a description of the architectural feature. Because these probably wiil not be casily defined
you will want to describe eash ASD ini the level summary forms in some detail.

5) Graphic book recording Anytime that you draw a special graphic in addition to the standard
sketch on the back of the level and loci forms (4 baulk profile, a drawing of an architectural
feature, a plan of an occupation layer) you musi record the graphic in the Registro de Graficos
(the thin, yellow notebook). Your graphic will he assigned a unique number in a consccutive
fashion. You will then record this number on the graphics form, on the drawing itself, and on the
appropriate leve and, locus forms._ An example of an ideally filled out graphics entry has been
included in this dig pack.

In order to encourage a degree of standardization amongst the various drawings, we ask that you
follow the recording conventions illustrated on the laminated Simbolos para Planos y Perfiles
sheet (copy included). While most of these symbols are sclf explanatory, the use of hachures 10
indicate slopes should be briefly explained. The head of the hachure, the little triangle. represents

4
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the top of the slope and the length of the hachu:= represents the horizontal distance from the top
of the slope to the bottom of the slope. As a rulg, the closer together the hachures, the greater
the incline that is represented. ‘
Plans and profiles can either be drawn on transparein acetate overlaying graph paper (facilitating
tracing, thus preventing ncedless redrawing of previously excavated features) or directiy onto | '
large sheets of graph paper. The suggested scales tor drawings are 1:20 for plans; 1:10 for [3 (” ‘
profiles. On each and every drawing it is vital that you provide tlie following information: your
name, the dute, provenience information (site, area, vnit coordinates), the graphics number, u
directional arrow, a scale, and a key to any unique symbols you have used. For anyone
unfamiliar with drawing plans and profiles, we suggest that you read Ch. 4, "Drawing in the
Field", of Adkins and Adl\ms 1989 Archacological Hlustration. \A_Lgpy—f*f;fhﬂh’ff)m

_avdilabl : t.

6) Cultural Context Codes (Cadigos de Contextos Culturales) Record the cultura! contest
that you think you are digging in within the field cultural context space on the locus form while
you are in the process of excavating the locus. Your choice is determined by your ideas about
what the matjfx is that you are excavting and how you think it got there. The more precise you
lhiy(nk you can be with confidence the better, though you can change you ideas with the tinal CC
once you have finished a series of surrounding loci. It is4etudtly very helpful for you to discuss
you reasons for your choice in your interpreation section. The main point is to identity the
acnvxtlfesutgat were involved in the deposit.  The cultural contexts should be discusscd with the
other often and reguarly to be able to make thier use comparable  The final cultural
context section is filled in later, only when you are inierpreting a level, an arcdiv or other
culturally definad region. Remember the locus form is not completed until this ﬁnall,(.f(,_' s filled
.. For every cultural context you describe, you should record both the coded number from the
laminated form as well as an English or Spanish description, e.g. 390, possible occupation zone.

7) Flotation soil collections strategy and recos#ing
Flotation soil samples should be coliccted if ever: >xcavated provenience. Always collecta
sample of 10 liters| (Pdér\oh‘ bom

The excavator should coiicect one bulk andsseatterttot from each locus, unless the excavator has a

reason not to do so and thlsgecnsmn is cleared with the field director dvDr (;hnstmc Hastorf. For

a bulk flot, collect the Wblmdly (include whatever is found in the’sesl, including sherds, lithics

etc.) from the center of the locus, basically creating a pit from which the matrix came from. The

matrix is put into a gra" i bucket and measured to 10 liters. Once it is full to the proper volume, o
pour that matrix into 2 ?)T;(Sllk bag thetissare=rritmrawhitcmpeEyeslebag. Label the 2 tags, (e
For a scatter flot, collect soil evenly from throughout the locus into the bucket up to 10 liters. 4& ovdw”
Fill the bag full, add a Tyvek inner tag with the complete locus information on the top ol the bag,

and tie the sample up with a round paper/metal tag with the same information as the inner Tyvek

tag. /If you are digging %Aa floor or occupation zone, you should contact the dig director 1o see

how'you should collect more flots (probably cvury 1 meter across the whole area, with sc paual

Af : |y
l",”“,.-f"«.r L AN~

¥ Hr 1LSe O D1\ uaiAGe! 5o VH F o o R i §
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aticntion to doors, and hearths). From intssestinz loci, such as a fleer, you will collect more bulk
flots systematically across the surface of the locus (every sq. meter), as-well-as-eeHeetmy-more
phosphate samples. The bulk flot sample will receive a slash 1 gumber and will be mapped just as
other point provenience items on the basksefthe locus for\r‘ﬁ‘x, y, z.\There should always b at
least one flot sample, if not more, collected from every locus. /HTQJ ()(AS'{" otadco f Adrr s

8) I"hosphate)/pollen/phytollth soil collection One p . . sample should

be collected for every locus, at the same time as you collect the bulk flot. This is done using a
large spoon that you clean ol1 by putting the spoon in your mouth. This technique will wipe off
any pollen that will have collected on the spoon irom the previous sampl% z&d{ Ol!ﬂ]‘l}p 'Ul{le
air. First, clean off the spot on the ground quickly with your trowel, scoop 2-3 es ol soil
with the spoon and place the soil in a zip lock bag. Gather the soil in the bottom of the bag then
seal it. Next fill out a Tyvek tag with the locus information and place the tag and the soil sample
in another ziplock bag. Since notliing should touch the soil dlicr i 1= coliceted, this procedure
provides the data for the various unalyses without contaminating the soil. W you arcescavating a

primary deposit, such as 2 floor « :L:&::“J,!‘?‘Ei.‘?.‘l ,{&%-m&h“%ﬁ“@éﬁl nﬂ;ﬂ'rh“@‘hrtsri"ﬁé”“ ¢
Hastorf or defailedsystematic Tloation collection-proeedures &H bulk Tlot, dmdl Swet-suil <ol crt~
samples will receive slash numbers, the X,y,z position recorded on the locus map, and plotted on

the back of the locus form. Remember these soil samples are separate from the macro botanical

samples found in the screening process, collected r@ademly from the ssil in the locus. Since these s zmas|
macro-botanical samples will not only be used in otanical analysis but will most lilicly also be

used for Carbon 14 samples, it is important that screeners whoever do not handle the botanical

specimens with bare hands as they put them in the aluminum foil. The recorder will nute how

much plant matter came out of cach locus as part of the final tally on the locus form.

DNA Samples Also included in the dig=beek is a duscription of how to collect samples for

future DNA analysis. Please refer to this for collection guidelines. Censult the dig dircctor te see

if you should collect such a sample.

9) Datum book record (Relacion de datum) Lach new datum you use and its specifications
should be rﬁcgrged&phe green book. These will be read in oft of the main site datum. Check
with @:Bﬁndy for your new datum, its number and its elevation from the main sit¢ datum.
Record your specific datum on each form that it pertains to. '

We—
10) Screen size Fhiswitl screen all excavated soil in a 1/4 “ screen, which is the size of the
tripod screens. \We will be placing 1/10th of the soil from each locus into a 1/8” mesh screen to
recover small bone, lithic, and botanical samples, in other words, every tenth bucket ocs into
the 1/8” screen. The 1/8” screen will be placed within the the main screen when the (enth bucket
is needed to be screened, and then removed for the next 9 buckets. 'the artifacts from this bucket
should be placed in a plastic bag, with 1/8th inch and the locus written on it. These plastic bags
should then be placed within each larger ty/vek artifact bag for gathering the 1/4” materials, to then
be wushed and catalogued separatcly. (5 te - . poci S CALAA

%5 Aot (e !O/(M/{L,L/h 10 L OAT e

'd (A ONAAAA A Dot A
("\Q’\‘U { ‘J.J‘\J(,/)p (rAr Ox AN A e bWM VA~ |

o= - L L() 75 - /‘/(I\L l4 Mg Canp. wv{@r‘) \;A.,a_a (
' JC/V%!"[ At/ A ) 3 oy ( /
ﬂ./t\ibbﬂbv. e Iﬂ o b (e vorels oar-ouks acorels /
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11) Balde recording It is very important to record the number of buckets (baldes) ol soil
excavaicd from each locus. Each bucket should be filled up to the 10 liter mark. We have
counters that should be beside every screen and when a bucket of matrix is dumped into the
screen the number should be turned over. In this way we count exactly how many buckets i.e.
litzrs of soli we have excavaied in every locus. This is what we will use to calculate the volume of
the excavated locus and thus the density of artifacts. Record the number of buckets and any
portion thereot on the locus form.

12) Seil Description You should describe the soil in each locus in terms of the wet munsel
color, texture and inclusions. All loci should be assigned a color number vsing the Munscl color
chart. The soil texture should be described using the laminated flow chart and the sand, silt, clay
diagram. Keep in mind that the numes ot 'soil testures, such as loam or sili, refer to specilic
lexture ratios and should not be used in an ambiguous description. - The percentage, sizc and a
brief description of inclusions should be recorded wsing the laminated soil chart and the Forestry
Supply grain gauge. The description of the inclusicns may include such features as mincral
content, angularity and how well sorted the material is. Fill in the inclusion chart as to (he
percentage each of Gravel, Pebbles, Cobbles and isoulders (sizes given below). You should also
describe the soil in more general terms, such as humidity, textue, density, and description of
inclusions. You may need to reiur (o the inclusion charts or to Birkland, et. al. Soils as a Tool for
Applied Quaternary Gzoiopy, (‘5|)u.lally thz appendix (pp. 55-63) as reference guides.

Sizes to remember for (illing out the locus forms ere:

Gravel: 2-4 mm
Pebbles: 4-64 mm
Cobbles: 64-256 mm
Boulders: >256 mm

13) Phetographic recording and log recording Next to the soil inclusions, note whut pictures
are taken of the locus or items within it. There is onc black and white photo (Relacién de Fotos
- B/N‘)“\li—th—a—céd&fq%ewe& and one color photo notebook (Relacion de Fotos - Color) with-a-
yellow-eever, in which you will record each photo and when it was taken. This should be
recorded on the locus form as well as in the photo logs. You should be suure to take one color
slide and one B/W photo of each fecature or locus. Make sure to double check the writing on
the menu board, so that all data are correct in the photo \,lfyou feel uncomfortable taking
photos, ask someone for assistance. W G O et € Te A/,

14) Bag recording Number of bags for each artifact type as well as general densitics. This is
the general recording of the types and amounts ¢f artifacts coming out of the soil in the screen,
e.g. 1/4,1/2, or full medium or large bag. Especially if you find you have more than onc bag per
artifact type, please note 1 of __ on the bag, so the washcr and sorter know to look to get thc
remaining bags (even if you do not know how many bags there will iie). *lus this will be tallic
finally in the artifact tally arca on the locus form. At the end of the excavation of the locus you

L
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should have a complete tally of the number of bags, complete or incomplete so that the analysts
can look and see how many bags they must-look for to complete their analysis.

15} Point provenience recording and description For specific items uncovered that need
point proveniencing, you should assign a slash number. T hwc are unique within cach locus. In
other words, locus 56 can have slash numbers 1,2, and 3, as m lems@s 56/1, 56/2 and 56/ 3
Remember ihat every bilk flot soil sample collection receives a slash number, while every scatter
sample does not. Other slash numbered items might be a projectile point, an iz situ ccramic
bowl, etc. These arz each recorded at the bottom of the form, numbered in sequence. Add an
additional locus sheet to your locus if you hove more than 10 slash-numbered items or other

nolces,

10) Deseription and observations  This is where you write down your thoughts about the
iocus, its origin, purpose, mode of depostion, relation to other surrounding actions and cvents,
what 1s contained in i, ete. You should include your changing ideas if this occurs during the
excavation. | prefer more ongoing thoughts and not just a final summary from several days ol
excavating. This is much more ht‘ln"-:. taier when trying to interpret the archacology. It is very
important that yomn i : at loci this particular locus is equivalent to, above and
betow at the bottom section, that is the Harris Matrix relationships.

This seciion is very important and should always be filled in. This is critical informationr to

allow us to uncover the sequence of events on the site.

This is the interpretive section where you must delend your ideas about what this arca is, how it
1s different irom the arcas surrounding it, why you began it where you did, as well as what is
deposited moat and how these things relate. Please do not be too briet, add your ideas about what
might be poing on, including vour different hypotheses. Sometimes odd ideas that occurred to
you carticr become important ones later en. You can mention that you are not sure about certain
thoughts, dm‘mm‘.nlmg \\h\f you think these might be ﬂmssih]liﬁp es

|

N.I3, H"vou have more to say, or further descriptions that require another page, always use a
new, felshcel of paper, cither, blankggraphapaper. or lined. It must be & complete full-sized
sheet of naner, agagi-to facilitate duplication. On this page, you must add the relevant
provenicnce information and note page 3 of _cte. on it so that we know to link it with its other
pages in case of detachment. Please staple these together as you go through your notes.

17) On the back of the focus form On the other side of the locus fop\p 'Zﬁ,l’l}_".& ETVATINY o
provenicnee information on the top so that when these forms are photoCopied, they can always
be reunited with their front page. You will also draw a plan of the excavated locus., including a
scale, the north arrow and where the local datum is. On this plan you will draw in all important
things found, including all point provenienced (slash numbers) with their elevations. Plus, the
upper and lower measurements of the locus. There is a box provided for you to fill in these
upper and lower clevations along the site. Also attached in the dig book are some graphics
conventions that we would like to )ﬂ/uw to make the maps more understandable, All elevations

~m
-
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recorded on forms should be absolute elevations relative to the master site datum, not

relative to !*!w tocal datum. ), 6 B M AT {hn=

18) After the lacus is excavated al some point \ou will return to the form and {1l in the wun the
level, and the hnul cultural context. A1 ola b ¢ (oA e t ot b o L
(oo o tle_commipuafay '
l\ . Stratiegraphic Event Definition and Log
A stratigraphic event is defined as a single episode of deposition or erosion. There are two Kinds
of stratigraphic events, as anounu.r;d in excavation: deposits and cuts. FFor our purposes here,

the two are treated in the same manner.

Deposits consist of one or more loct of matrix that resulted from the same depositional event.
Depositional cvents are any relatively short-term process or action which results in the
accumulation ol a detectabic volume of matrix. BExamples here include wall construction, the filling
of a pit, or throwing a basket of ash outside, forming a recognizable lens.

The second type of stratigraphic event is a cut. ‘This refers to the removal of a certain amount ol
pre-existing matrix, forming a hollow, pit, trench, or similar feature. A cut is usually accompanicd
with a deposition elsewhere, but deposition may take place outside of the arca under excavation,
and thus the depositional event corresponding to cach and every cut will not always be evident in
the arca excavated.

Both depusitiona! events and cuts are stratieraphic cvents. Fach stratigraphic event receives a
unigque number. This unique designation has a binomial form, with the first component being a

roiii A to ) and the second being a sequential number, beginning with 1 and going as high
as necessary. Thus, A-1 is a valid, stratigraphic event number, as is '1-75. Assignments of letters

be ordm“ 1o excavation arca. Thus, one excavation arca will have stratigraphic cvents

bu’mmnﬂ with A, another with B2, the third with C, and so on until all excavation arcas have a
letier. Within cach excavation arca, stratigraphic events will be numbered sequentially. Thus, the
first stratigraphic event in the first excavation arca would be A-1, the second A-2 and so on until
the excavation is finished. Each excavation arca will be assigned a letter for this purpose at the
time that it is first opened.

v
’J

Information relevant to each stratigraphic event is recorded on the Relacion de Eventos
Estratigraficos. /-very siratigraphic event must have an entry on this form. it is impornant to
remember that, ideally, each locus will belong to one and only one stratigraphic event, though
they may belong to more, owing to mistakes committed in excavation. [ a locus is a mix ol soil
relating to more than one stratigraphic event, this fact should be noted both on the locus form and
on the part of the Relacion de Eventos Estratigrificos marked “Descripcion:™

It is annarent, upon reflection, that, since they are cvents, stratigraphic events occurred in the

past in a particular and determinate sequence. One of the primary goals of our excavation is to
reconstruct this sequence. Reconstruction of a detailed stratigraphic sequence allows us fine

9
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chronological control, s well as a more detailed understanding of the processes, both natural and
cultural, that are responsible for the formation of the site Ll;» it exists today. The 5]3;{?05 on the
I . e, o o e AL i 2 L

Relacidén de Evenios isstratigriaficos form marked Bistériora” and é@&m are meant to
be filled in with a list of the events that transpired before (Aaterior) and after (I2ustestor) the
stratigraphic event in question. 7hese do not refer to elevations or to the sequence of
archeeological excavation. Rather, they refer to the sequence in which stratigraphic events took
place in the past. Thus, the event ol a cut for a pit always precedes the fill for that pit, and the
fill into which the cut is made always precedes the cut itself.

While every locus must belong to at least one stratigraphic event, it is not the case that every
stratigraphic event must contain loci. Cuts contain no loct, and our only record of them is in the
Relacion de Eventos Estratigraficos. ‘Therefore, it is imperative that care and proper effort be
devoted to ittiing out this book. Otherwise, vital information will be lost. For all stratigraphic
events which do contain sediment (i.c. that contain toci) a list of the component loci must be
provided on the Relacion de Eventos Estratipraficos. This is to be placed in the space marked
“Locuses™.

V. The Level Summary Form (Relacion de nivel)

The determination of the end of a level is perhaps the hardest thing to define before the
excavation is completed. A level isdﬂrlgrl/jﬂzxtwé)g;zgp‘lﬂ block of excavated matrix (events and
loci) on the site within your excavation arca. Optimally, you will get a sense that there is a
change or break in the sequence or type of activities that occurred in your excavation arca. ‘This
1s when you {ill out one of these forms and deline a number of loci included in the level. 11 such a
a depositional break in the site does not occur or you cum“(}/(_‘cc it while excavating, please fill
out one of these forms every .5 m _/'Such a break is most clear between houses or floors butlt on
top ol cach other. This form should include an overview of your excavation arca by level, ‘This
is the place where details of architecture should be desceribed in detail, including ASDs.
You should summarize the depositional history as well as list the features, events, special
artifacts, architecture and what other levels yours might be associated with. Start with level | at
the surface and go down. You should make a profile as well as a Ilarris Matrix for all loci within
veur level, Any photographs that are taken should be listed on this form. There are a serics of
prompting questions that are listed on the first two pages, please address cach onc in turn. the
third page is for the Iarris Matrix and the fourth page is for a plan drawing of the important
aspect of this level. Included is an example of the form filled out .

N.B. When you make plans or drawings that arce in addition to the graphic paper on the
forms, you should record these in the graphics notebool. 'These should be numbered
consccutively and recorded also on the form that the profile or plan is associated.

Some general points ahout diggipe 4500wy .

There 1s a sheet of symbols that is laminatod for the ficld wiich should be used on your plans
and profiles and in your discussions, such as triangles for a locus (attached here). These symbols
help vou systematically convmunicate about the excavated arca as well as the plans that you have
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madc on the various forms. The cultural context codes are to be used and discussed amongst the
excavators. We want to try to be as systematic as possible so please continue {o compare soils
and deposits between excavation units as well as your use of the delinitjons. New cultural
contexts can be made if necessary. Speakavith- t-chree W NCW contexts.

O INA .

When beginning a new locus, there should be a new bag for every item type, ceramics, lithics,
hone, hots (a bag that will hold the bots within a picce of aluminum foil), poodics, ete. This

means a new tag inside cach of these bags as well.

l"_d‘r(:/!;‘l(? «?JQL\_I

All these I'm'ms togiethe wpfcnlnlion of the excavations and must be in black ink and
legible. You ¢in t g 5. but the real notes should be made while on the $pot.

I's OK to write one thing one day and write that you don't agree with that idez the Tollowing day
ad for what rcason.

As you are going over your forms and organizing your material at the end of every dig day, vou
must fill in cach locus on the cultural context volume summary form inthceemedor.  This is
very important. ‘This will become the basis of the computer data set where the contexts and
volumes are designated. ‘This sheet is numbered consecutively, like the locus book, and we wil
hunt down thosce that do not put in their datar See the attached example. Please inumber the
pages consceutively as well.

VI Laboratory procedures and /}A'lif:lcl Analysis

5 « ] T < e L s ; 1 )
At the end of the dig day, return all bags ol artifacts to their designated spots in the laboratory.
l.ce Steadman is the director ul'lhd'\ulmrulm')-', so ask her is you need guidance as (o where things
should be placed.

You must also record yeur excavated loci with all information on the caltural context leg
(Relacion de locuses) at the end of every dig day. This form should be on the wall in the
dining room by excavator. 1t is critical to keep this form up to date.

Iach artifact type will be processed shightly differently. What is most iimpartant whele digeine ig
to make sure that there is an inner tag to cach bag and that the outside tag is also tully filled out.
Both should be written in walter proof’ink, in other words, sharpies. For the flot bags you will
use the metal rimmed tags for the outside of the bags, placing the large plastic bag within the
smaller cloth one.

The ceramies will be soaked and washed in the ficld, as will the lithics and the bone. The fots
will be floated and processed at Chiripa. If there is some black soot on the ceramics please
do not wash them, but place them in a separate Iabeled plastic bag withis the larger
tyveck white collection bags. These will be checked for orgaiiies and scraped before they
arc washed, and therefore should be placed in a.separate location. For particularly fragile ttems,
bag them separately and mark on the white bag in large letters "Fragil". The ficld storage room
will have charts for cach artifact type in different arcas of the room, so that when you arrive in
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from the ficld at the end of the day, you will writcdowa-the bags (-fﬁun.cnmn.c.cs.)—yem'f’mvc
“brought in—Fhese-will-help-usfollow-the-bags-througirthe-system. Every artifact type should be
in a different box: bots, animal bone, human bone, metal, sherds, lithics, sherds to be scraped,
shell, pollen samples, flot bags, goodies. ete.
Gy e Odode. Ui iR e

FFor large and well protected ground stone, we will want to do a pollen wash before it is washed.
I you uncover onc of these stoncs/fu\fcr itan a larpe plastic bag immediately to keep it clean,
with the tag outside. 'Ihe technique is 1o use distilled water and a clean tooth brush, cleanmg out
every little pore and then pouring the water into the plastic container. Christine will probably be
doing this procedure.

Computer recording in the Laboratory ,

We have two ul\:}gwrs o (.vc,nlually reccord the rav data inteASETHRTfrtes. To begin to
record yetr gfod type, umhc computer coding form, that is organized by celumn, as seen on the
attached example and the definitions of cach phase. veryone can use the catalog coding o lor
their own files, examples of past uses exist in the lab and can be referred to if needed. Each class
of item (see term definitions) can make up its own definitions for columns 23-43 with weights
after that. Sce the attached artifact classes list. This is important for the computer coding. form
for coordinating the data. the Collection type also has codes that are attached. The lirst 22
columns should be based on the provenicnees aind codes of TAD,

Artilact Classes:

I ceramics
2 lithics

3 bone

4 metal

5 botanicals
6 shell

7 ¢lass

8 11ss bone
9 unknown

Collection Typcs

() grab sample (unsystematic)

I unscreened systematic

2 1/4 * screened

3 1/8" screened

4 flotation

S water screened

6 1/16™ screened .
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Site: A uniquely separate cultural pf}aee with a unique survey . . a‘\_t,,f
number and or name. ’

Arcdiv = architectural division:. A culturally defined series of
architectural features, such as‘a house compound that seem to be
contemporaneous.

Arcsubdiv = a specific structure or open space, that an
interconnected group of these will make up an architectural
division.

Unit: aprox 2 x 2 m, an arbitrary square to begin excavating and
recording.

Level: a series of loci and units, that make up a temporal-
depositional phase, can be larger than a architectural division.

Locus: smallest excavated volume should not be arbitrary, always a
unique number (Harris). This also includes cuts in the construction

of a feature. A locus represents an event. )
A T o8 it

slash number: the identification of a point provenienced item,
including bulk flotations, pollen samples, and special artifacts.

Field cultural context: labeled in the field during excavation and
writing up the locus form. Always be thinking of the other loci
surrounding the one you are digging.

Final cultural context: after the arcdiv, asd or level is completed,
rethink the loci, combine some and/or change some, as necessary to
best interpret the excavations.

Feature: a cuturally defined item, eg. hearth, pit, wall, floor.
remember, features include cuts. A cut is a creation of a boundary
between two events, fill = 1 locus, pit cut = 1 locus, both are part of
one feature.

Anaunit= analytical definitions for the excavation, such as phase,
arcdiv (house compund), ASD (structure), and feature (pit, wall).





