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subunits. In this situation, a major concemn is between-
zone fence integrity. Once a zone is cleared, it must be
maintained pig-free for a systematic approach to be
feasible. Otherwise, removal activities will be diverted
from actively bunted zones and used to repeatedly clean

zones that were previously “pig-free”. This will
detract from the overall success and timely completion of
the eradication project.

Pinnacles National Monument

Pinnacles National Monument (PNM) is administered
by the National Park Service and is located approximately
130 km south of San Jose, California. The Monument is
approximately 9,700 ha, 5,700 of which are enclosed by a
pig-proof fence. The terrain at PNM is steep. and thickly
vegetated. The primary woody vegetation located on
mountain tops and canyon sides consists of chamise
{Adenostoma fasciculatum) and mixed chaparral species.
Slopes and canyon bottoms are dominated by mixed
riparian woodland species such as oak and pine. The
climate is very hot and dry from May to November with a
cool, wet season from December to April.

Mainland Considerations

Mainland pig eradication projects offer challenges
above those on islands, as they depend entirely on the
integrity of the perimeter fence. Typically, pigs will exist
at a similar density outside of the fence as they do inside
the fence at the beginning of a project. When they
encounter the fence, they will walk along its length and
establish trails. Therefore, there is a constant threat of
their becoming reestablished if the fence integrity is
compromised. Even 2 small opening in the fence may
allow considerable numbers of pigs into the enclosure, as
they are effectively led to the openings by the fence itself.
Thus, a perimeter fence must be vigilantly monitored. If
possible, control efforts should be employed in the area
outside the fence to keep pig density low and prevent a
large number of pigs from entering if a breech in the
fence does occur.

Begause of the danger of fence failure on the
mainland, a parallel, double fence spaced 100 m apart
encompassing the entire eradication site would greatly
reduce the probability of a catastrophic breech (Figure 1).
Transverse cross sections established every kilometer
between the double perimeter fences would contain the
pigs to a relatively small area should an outer fence
breech occur, and the probability of an inner and outer
fence breech in the same 1 kilometer section should be
rare. While such a fence would be more than twice as
expensive as a conventional fence in initial cost, it might
prove more cost effective in the long run if it prevents
pigs from reentering the enclosure and requiring
additional removal efforts after the initial eradication has
been completed. As mentioned above, a maintenance
level hunting and trapping program could be established
around the perimeter of the fence to create a buffer zone
that would keep pressure off of the fence. The
combination of regular fence maintenance, a double fence
and buffer zone pig control could provide a comfortable
level of protection to a pig-free enclosure.
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Figure 1. Double perimeter fence with transverse cross
sections,

Considerations for both Island and Mainland
Situations

Safety is the number one concern for any eradication
project. Employees must be able to conduct themselves
safely in the field, especially when camrying and
discharging firearms on public lands. Firearms safety,
defensive driving, ATV operation, first aid training, and
other related courses should be completed by project
staff, if deemed necessary. Good communication among
field staff is also of primary concemn, as it will not only
improve coordination in hunting efforts but will increase
safety in case of injury or accidents.

Private landowner cooperation is valuable for both
island and mainland situations. A. good relationship with
local landowners can afford access to landlocked areas
and provide regular information on the local political and
social environment, Public perception is important, and a
level of professionalism should be maintained at all times.
Employees should be well versed in the responsibilities of
their appointment and be able to communicate about the
project’s justification and goals with people they
encounter. There will always be some opposition to
eradication projects, sometimes strong enough that it
leads to sabotage attempts. Vandalism of pig fence and
even traps and vehicles can slow a project or cause
serious setbacks.

In any eradication project, an effective monitoring
system must be established to track the pig population as
it declines. A series of transects using topographic
features, trails, and roads where available can be
established and walked on a scheduled basis in search of
pig tracks, scat, or other sign to provide consistent data on
the pig population. Bait sites can also be established and
checked on a daily or weekly basis, and trail cameras can
be positioned to record any activity.

Solid financial backing is a must for a pig eradication
project to be successful. Dependable funding allows for
an aggressive program without delays that can effectively
keep pressure on a pig population. As eradication








