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& w & PATRIARCHY ISN'T REALLY “A THING. INTHE 15 AND 1800= Row De :
Tl‘[ Ld«)' Omw = WE OFTEN TALK ABOUT IT AS A 4 WE HAVE A LONG-TERM STRUCTURE
mlw Path arcbs COHERENT SYSTEM, BUT CLEARLY THAT MANAGES TO STAY MORE OR

PATRIARCHY TODAY IS VERY LESS IN PLACE BUT ALSO CHANGE?

PARADOXICAL PATRIARCHY DIFFERENT FROM HOW T WAS... IT'S FILLED WITH PARADOXES.

in EARLY MODERN ENGLAND
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But in fact, there are lots of situations
where women would also take on agency,
Women in the market served the house-
hold, even when they were assertive and
confrontational,

“Household manunals” of the time detailed
how women were supposed to be modest
and submissive,

women,

"4dbe good PJoman is
called an FHouse wife..
Bnaile-Tike, with her

Bouse upon ber Head," !

Buy m
gryeat_ysmelts,
Mister!

AND WHEN A HUSBAND WENT AWAY, IT WAS i
OFTEN HIS WIFE WHO TOOK OVER GOVERNING 4
THE ESTATE - NOT ANOTHER MAN.

”%e ought to make her a
joint (Bovernor of the
family with himself..."?

THESE WEREN'T JUST
A EXCEPTIONS, THEY WERE
EXPECTATIONS.

‘Time to man up,
Mary, You're the
boss for a while.

" Thanks for

08
In English law, a wife’s money an
goods still be’longed to her husband.

‘Women needed to balance all these competing demands.

If they got the balance wrong, there were.

methods of restormlgbpatrlarchal
1

You are hereby
sentenced to be ducked
in the Cucking Stool for
horrible scoi%in and
base and scandalous
words!

equilibrium,

Jighni that’s
not helping,
Agnés!

and you
; could be
[ prosecuted
) Lasa
, sortish SCOLD.”

whore

! Bethel, or a Forme for Families by Matthew Griffith, 1633 2 Of Domesticall Duties by William Gouge, 1622



"HRe that It was a patriarch’s responsibility to If he couldn’t it risked
ﬁnﬁeﬂ) not keep his household in line, do thate turning the
to govern entire social
Deserveth "°3t . Ha’t ordsorwxgmde
ign."” ’m on to .
to vetgn. s Sp' I

o if neighbors thought a woman was

Stné daniRanE oisibEithil Making matters worse, it was a sort of

runnin%joke that, since women were
assumed to be directed by ungovernable
sexual appetites

nth be a N
married man
wasto bea

“CUCKOLD.”

Even in a world builr around male
superiority, not all men were superior,

Both Cuckol
It was almost impossi

gs and Scolds expose the Catch-22s of Patriarchy: |
le for anyone to meet the patriarchal standards of the time.

Uh... This looked a lot Alright Cor, look at ’
less complicated in darlin’ the buckles | And Women had
the instructions. LN on ‘im! responsibilities
Nlen were R which gave them
responsible for @‘1@‘9 = some degree of
the behavior _ ) independence..
of people who 10 .
oy O wbut
never fu
control...y ‘g}’{,’:ﬁ’ég
against the
paranoia
s of social
inversion,
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-- TO WORK
AROUND AND
THROUGH ITS OWN
INTERNAL INCON-
SISTENCIES.

EXPLORING THESE
CONTRAPDICTIONS HELPS
US TO UNDERSTAND IT
AS AN EVER-CHANGING
SYSTEM THAT HAS
PERSEVERED BECAUSE
OF ITS SHAPE-SHIFTING
ABILITIES.

PATRIARCHY IS LIKE "THE Thin!”
AN AMORPHOUS BLOB, REPEATEDLY

. MANAGING TO TAKE ON DIFFERENT

FORMS TO --

() What abo
her kids?

O Difficutt
woman
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