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TENEBRAE
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garrett michael george 

Full Score (Transposed) 



  

© 2019 Garrett Michael George (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved. 

 

Score and parts were typeset with the assistance of Julien Monick and Joseph 
Harkins. 



This work is dedicated to the memory of my grandfather, Nandy. 



This work was commissioned by the CCM Concert Orchestra to be performed 
on April 11, 2019, conducted by Prof. Jiannan Cheng. 

Duration: approximately 18 minutes 

performance instructions 

All accidentals remain for the rest of the bar in 
which they appear, applying only to the 
designated octave. 

The senza misura sections are not to be 
conducted. They are notated in a free meter 
designed to help soloists simulate the rhythms of 
plainchant. Thus all rhythmic values given in 
these sections are approximate (rhythms 
throughout the rest of the work are to be played as 
notated). 

The dotted barlines denote the conductor's beats 
which should be for soloists or small group only, 
not the entire orchestra. Normal musical time is 
resumed with the words "in time," at which a large 
downbeat may be given for the orchestra. 

instrumentation 

3 Flutes (3rd = Piccolo) 
3 Oboes (3rd = English Horn) 
3 Clarinets (1st and 2nd = Bb, 3rd = Eb) 
3 Bassoons (3rd = Contrabassoon) 

4 F Horns
3 C Trumpets 

2 Trombones
1 Bass Trombone
1 Tuba 

Timpani 
4 Percussionists (Vibraphone, Crotales, 
Whip, Bass Drum, Xylophone) 

Piano 

Strings 

For he shall grow up before him as a tender 
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he 
hath no form nor comeliness; and when we 
shall see him, there is no beauty that we 
should desire him. 

He is despised and rejected of men; a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and 
we hid as it were our faces from him; he 
was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet 
he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth. 

—Isaiah 53:2-5, 7 (KJV) 

Tenebrae for Orchestra is an extended meditation on 
the above text as well as on the beautiful Gregorian 
setting of it in the plainchant Ecce vidimus eum, from 
the Tenebrae service of Maundy Thursday during

the Tenebrae service of Maundy Thursday 
during Holy Week. The text speaks of a 
“lamb who opened not his mouth,” which I 
found evocative musically, and I was 
particularly drawn to the connection 
between scourging and healing. The whip 
strokes violently interrupt the music 
several times until being subsumed into a 
slow, upward ascension to heaven. The 
piece is a long, darkness-to-light sort of 
journey, the darkest F phrygian eventually 
to E minor and finally E major. I was 
captivated by the picture of Jesus still 
there, innocent, silently enduring the 
beating and the whipping and the 
oppression and hatred and scorn, still 
there despite the worst, never opening His 
mouth, receiving it all fully, but with an 
inner light that the darkness can never 
reach and which eventually triumphs over 
it. 

My grandfather—we called him Nandy—
died last year, and his favorite passage was 
always this one: “and by His stripes, we 
were healed.” This work is dedicated to his 
memory. 

program note 
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