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Recently, Dr. Sung-Deuk Oak, Associ-
ate Professor of Korean Christianity at 
UCLA, published the first volume of his 

current project titled Sources of Nursing History 
in Korea, 1886-1911. Commissioned by the Koran 
Nurses Association and partially funded by a 
Faculty Development Grant from the UCLA 
Center for the Study of Women, this volume is a 
curated collection of both primary and second-
ary source material documenting the nursing 
profession in Korea.  

Regarding the publication of this series 
important archival documents by Dr. Oak, 
Kyung Rim Shin, President of the Koran Nurses 
Association, said, “I hope that this series will 
unearth the primary sources of nursing work 
and education in the early modern and colonial 
Korea, and stimulate the in-depth study of its 
rich history. We hope that many vigorous young 
scholars, inspired by this project, will emerge 
and continue the in-depth study of nursing 
history in Korea, which is indispensable for the 
upgrading of the nursing work in Korea.”

The first volume contains both original 
Korean texts and English translations prepared 
by Prof Oak. Materials include the personal 
documents of both Western missionary doctors 
and nurses as well as the personal documents of 
three Korean nurses; magazine and newspaper 
articles about nursing work in Korea; and the 
Annual Reports of various hospitals and nursing 
schools in Korea. A planned volume will com-
pile and translate into English a range of histori-
cal and archival materials for the period from 
1886 to 1945. 

L e f t :  P a e s e  K i m ,  f i r s t  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e 
S e v e r a n c e  H o s p i t a l  N u r s e s ’  Tr a i n i n g 
S c h o o l ,  1 9 1 0 ;  a b o v e  r i g h t :  D r.  E s t h e r  K i m 
P a k ,  1 9 0 9 .  D r.  P a k  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  K o r e a n 
w o m e n  d o c t o r ;  s h e  r e c e i v e d  h e r  m e d i c a l 
d e g r e e  f r o m  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  W o m e n ’s 
M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  i n  1 9 0 0 ;  a b o v e  l e f t :  G r a c e 
L e e  a n d  M a r t h a  K i m ,  1 9 0 8 ,  f i r s t  g r a d u a t e 
K o r e a n  n u r s e s  w i t h  t h e i r  d i p l o m a s . 
P h o t o s  f r o m  S o u r c e s  o f  N u r s i n g  H i s t o r y  i n 
K o r e a ,  1 8 8 6 - 1 9 1 1 .
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