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RESEARCH ARTICLE

A γ-Secretase Inhibitor, but Not a γ-Secretase
Modulator, Induced Defects in BDNF Axonal
Trafficking and Signaling: Evidence for a Role
for APP
April M. Weissmiller1, Orlangie Natera-Naranjo1, Sol M. Reyna2, Matthew L. Pearn3,4,
Xiaobei Zhao1, Phuong Nguyen1, Soan Cheng1, Lawrence S. B. Goldstein2, Rudolph
E. Tanzi5, Steven L. Wagner1, William C. Mobley1*, ChengbiaoWu1*

1 Department of Neurosciences, University of California San Diego, San Diego, California, United States of
America, 2 Department of Cellular and Molecular Medicine, University of California San Diego, San Diego,
California, United States of America, 3 Department of Anesthesiology, University of California San Diego,
San Diego, California, United States of America, 4 V.A. San Diego Healthcare System, San Diego,
California, United States of America, 5 Genetics and Aging Research Unit, Department of Neurology,
Massachusetts General Hospital, Charlestown, Massachusetts, United States of America

* wmobley@ucsd.edu (WCM); chw049@ucsd.edu (CW)

Abstract
Clues to Alzheimer disease (AD) pathogenesis come from a variety of different sources in-

cluding studies of clinical and neuropathological features, biomarkers, genomics and animal

and cellular models. An important role for amyloid precursor protein (APP) and its process-

ing has emerged and considerable interest has been directed at the hypothesis that Aβ pep-

tides induce changes central to pathogenesis. Accordingly, molecules that reduce the

levels of Aβ peptides have been discovered such as γ-secretase inhibitors (GSIs) and mod-

ulators (GSMs). GSIs and GSMs reduce Aβ levels through very different mechanisms.

However, GSIs, but not GSMs, markedly increase the levels of APP CTFs that are increas-

ingly viewed as disrupting neuronal function. Here, we evaluated the effects of GSIs and

GSMs on a number of neuronal phenotypes possibly relevant to their use in treatment of

AD. We report that GSI disrupted retrograde axonal trafficking of brain-derived neurotrophic

factor (BDNF), suppressed BDNF-induced downstream signaling pathways and induced

changes in the distribution within neuronal processes of mitochondria and synaptic vesicles.

In contrast, treatment with a novel class of GSMs had no significant effect on these mea-

sures. Since knockdown of APP by specific siRNA prevented GSI-induced changes in

BDNF axonal trafficking and signaling, we concluded that GSI effects on APP processing

were responsible, at least in part, for BDNF trafficking and signaling deficits. Our findings

argue that with respect to anti-amyloid treatments, even an APP-specific GSI may have del-

eterious effects and GSMs may serve as a better alternative.
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Introduction
Alzheimer’s disease (AD), characterized with β-amyloid peptide-containing neuritic plaques
and Tau-containing tangles[1–6], is a neurodegenerative disorder leading to progressive cogni-
tive decline and dementia with increasing impairment of daily functions[3, 7–12]. To date,
there are no disease-modifying treatments for this fatal illness.

Attempts to develop treatments have been informed by neuropathological, genetic, animal
modeling and cell biological observations [9–11, 13–22]. All these sources point to amyloid
precursor protein (APP) and its processing as significant for pathogenesis and to APP process-
ing as a potential target for treatments[3, 12, 21, 23]. One potential target(s) is the processing
of APP that leads to the production of amyloid β peptides (Aβ peptides), which requires the se-
quential cleavage of APP by β-secretase and γ-secretase[9–12, 18, 21]. The 40 and 42 residue-
long Aβ peptides, Aβ40 and Aβ42, are the principal components of amyloid plaques (Fig. 1A).
A large body of cell biological and animal model data has suggested that an increased Aβ42 to
40 ratio may modulate the structure of toxic species and that excessive Aβ40/42 peptides induce
AD-relevant changes in neuronal structure and function [1–6]. The molecular structure(s) that
mediate neuronal effects and their mechanism(s) of action are under active investigation [9,
10, 13–18, 20, 24]. Soluble Aβ40/42 peptides, possibly as oligomers or in higher order assemblies,
may contribute to Aβ toxicity [3, 9–11, 14, 24–33].

Current efforts in drug development have targeted eliminating/reducing the production of
Aβ40 and Aβ42 [2, 7, 8, 32–34, 37, 38]. One approach involves the use of γ-secretase inhibitors
(GSIs) to prevent production of all Aβ peptides [39–43]. However, Phase III clinical trials using
the GSI, semagacestat, were discontinued due to detrimental impacts on both cognition and
daily function[7, 8, 35]. Although the mechanism for the deleterious effect was not defined, the
emergence of clinical findings suggests that inhibition of Notch processing by GSI contributed
to these effects, arguing for the development of Notch sparing GSIs [43–45]. Of note, however,
worsening of cognition by both semagacestat and a reportedly Notch-sparing GSI was recently
demonstrated in the ADmouse model of Tg2576 as well as in wild type mice [46]. An alterna-
tive approach for reducing Aβ42 and Aβ40 levels is to enhance, rather than inhibit, the activity/
processivity of γ-secretase via modulators of this enzyme complex, a class of small molecules
termed γ-secretase modulators (GSMs) (Fig. 1B)[34, 36, 43]. GSMs have been shown to de-
crease levels of Aβ42 and Aβ40 while increasing the levels of shorter Aβ peptides, such as Aβ38,
without affecting total Aβ levels [34, 46–50]. Because shorter Aβ peptides are viewed as non-
or less pathogenic [9–11, 20, 35, 36, 43], GSMs are being pursued as potential anti-amyloid
therapies.

As yet the data for GSI and GSM effects on neurons is limited, leaving uncertain what im-
pact they might have on the structure and function of neurons. To explore this topic we exam-
ined GSI and GSM treatments on a number of neuronal phenotypes. Among which, neuronal
trafficking and signaling of brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF) plays a critical role for
the development and maintenance of neuronal circuits[51–58]. Herein, using cultures of corti-
cal and hippocampal neurons, we examined axonal trafficking and signaling of BDNF and
other selected phenotypes. As the GSI, we used the arylsulfonamide-based BMS-299897[59], a
member of GSI family that includes the Notch sparing GSI avagacestat [7, 41]. The GSM,
sGSM41[36], a methylimidazole-containing arylaminothiazole, is one of a series of closely re-
lated GSM chemotypes [60] that shows increased solubility, ergo the designation sGSM [36].
Our studies provide evidence that GSIs, but not GSMs, disrupted BDNF axonal trafficking and
signaling and induced changes in neuronal morphology.

GSI Impairs Axonal Transport and Induces Neuronal Dysfunction

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379 February 24, 2015 2 / 24

authors thank Dr M. Farquhar, Y. Jones and T.
Meerloo and the Cellular and Molecular Medicine
Electron Microscopy Facility of UCSD for performing
embedding and sectioning of coverslips and the
UCSD Neuroscience Microscopy Shared Facility
(Grant P30 NS047101). The funders had no role in
study design, data collection and analysis, decision to
publish, or preparation of the manuscript.

Competing Interests: The authors have declared
that no competing interests exist.



Fig 1. Differential effects of BMS-299897 and sGSM41 on APP processing. A: A diagram depicts APP processing and the pathways that GSI or GSM
treatment differentially affects Aβ peptide formation and the production of APP C-terminal fragments (APP CTFs). First, β-secretase or α-secretase cleaves
APP, leading to the production of either β-CTF or α-CTF. Cleavage of β-CTF by γ-secretase at multiple sites yields several Aβ peptides and the APP
intracellular domain (AICD). Cleavage of α-CTF by γ-secretase gives rise to and AICD and the P3 fragment. B: Differential effects of GSI and GSM on the
production of Aβ species and APP β-CTF [34–36]. Rat E18 cortical neurons (DIV7) were treated with GSI BMS-299897 (C) or sGSM41 (D) for 24 hrs. The
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Materials and Methods

Ethics Statement
All surgical and animal procedures are carried out strictly according to the NIH Guide for the
Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. All experiments have been approved by the University of
California San Diego Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (Protocol# S09371).

Antibodies and Reagents
Rabbit antibodies against ERK1/2, pAkt1 were from Cell Signaling Technologies. Rabbit poly-
clonal IgGs against phospho-TrkB (pY490) were kindly provided by Dr Moses Chao (NYU),
the mouse monoclonal IgGs against TrkB were from BD. Mouse monoclonal IgGs against
pErk1/2 (E4) were from Santa Cruz. Other antibodies used include: rabbit polyclonal IgGs
against pCREB(ser133) (Cell Signaling), mouse monoclonal IgGs against β-actin, β-tubulin,
MAP2 (Sigma). C-terminal APP rabbit monoclonal IgGs (Epitomics), rabbit polyclonal IgGs
against the C-terminal fragment of APP[34], mouse IgGs against N-cadherin (clone C36)
(BD). Rabbit monoclonal IgGs against Akt1 were from Abgent. Rabbit anti-β-actin antibodies
were from Rockland.

Mouse IgGs against Tau were fromMillipore. Mouse IgGs against GAPDH were from Gen-
Tex. Secondary antibodies conjugated to Alexa for immunostaining, quantum dots 655-strep-
tavidin conjugates (QDs) for live imaging of axonal transport of BDNF were from Invitrogen.
Unlabeled human recombinant BDNF was from Genentech. All culture media, antibiotics and
buffers were from Life Technologies.

The GSI BMS-299897 and the GSM sGSM41 were supplied by Dr S. L. Wagner of UCSD.
BMS-299897 is an arylsulfonamide, whose core structure is shared with the Notch sparing GSI
avagacestat[34, 36, 46]. The sGSM41 (International patent WO 2011/163636 A2)[36], a methy-
limidazole-containing arylaminothiazole, is one of a series of closely related GSM chemotypes
[34]. Both BMS-299897 and sGSM41 were prepared in dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO). 0.1%
DMSO (final concentration) was used as the vehicle control for all experiments.

Primary neuronal cultures and microfluidic chamber cultures
Rat E17–18 primary embryonic mixed cortical and hippocampal neurons were dissected and
maintained as described [57]. Two-thirds of the media was replaced every 2–3 days until exper-
iments. For imaging experiments, hippocampal neurons were cultured into microfluidic cham-
bers with 450μmmicrogrooves (Xona microfluidics)[57]. For biochemistry experiments,
cortical neurons were cultured in home-made microfluidic biochemistry chambers with
450μmmicrogrooves. For signaling studies, mass cultures of cortical neurons were starved for
2hrs in neurobasal media and were stimulated with 50ng/ml BDNF. Neurons were harvested
and lysed in PBS containing 1% NP-40, 0.1% SDS, 0.1% deoxylcholate, 1mM PMSF (phenyl-
methylsulfonyl fluoride), 0.2mM sodium orthovanadate and protease inhibitor cocktail
(Roche). Axonal signaling assays were performed similarly except that BDNF was added only
to the distal axon chambers. Axonal lysates were collected by adding a small volume of lysis
buffer (15–20 μl) into the distal compartments.

media were harvested and levels of Aβ species (Aβ38, 40, 42) in the media were measured as described in Materials and Methods (n = 3, *P< 0.05, **P<
0.01 using student’s t-test). Treatment with 1μMBMS-299897 or 2.5μM sGSM41 showed the most robust effect and these conditions were used in all other
experiments herein. E: Western blotting analyses showing the processing of two substrates of γ-secretase, APP and N-cadherin, in cortical neurons treated
with vehicle (0.1% DMSO), 1μMBMS-299897, 2.5μM sGSM41 for 24 hrs. F: Quantitative measurement of mRNA levels by real-time PCR in cortical neurons
treated as in E. The mRNA levels are normalized to mRNA levels of β-actin (n = 3, mean±S.E., p values represent results of Student’s t-test).

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379.g001
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Drug treatments and siRNA transfections
Neuronal cultures were treated at indicated DIVs for 24 hrs with 1μM BMS-299897, 2.5μM
sGSM41 or the vehicle DMSO (final concentration: 0.1%) for most of the experiments, or for
different periods of time as indicated in specific experiments. Transfections of siRNAs were
performed on*100,000 neurons at DIV4 using NTER Nanoparticle transfection system
(Sigma) following the protocol provided. The siRNAs used were: 1) siRNA against rat APP
(Sigma: Product# PDSIRNA2D: SASI_Rn01_00086595 with starting sequence at 366), and 2)
the MISSION siRNA Universal Negative Control #1 (Sigma: Cat#SIC001). Knockdown experi-
ments were optimized by examining both mRNA and protein expression of APP. A knock-
down efficiency of*80% at the mRNA level as quantitated with the 7300 Real Time PCR
System (Appiled Biosystems) and*30% at the protein level by immunoblotting was
routinely achieved.

Live Imaging of Quantum dots-labeled BDNF (QD-BDNF)
Monobiotinylated BDNF was prepared in a method similar to that described previously [61].
QD-BDNF, which signals and transports like normal BDNF was prepared as described [57].
We chose QD655 with an emission spectrum that can be visualized in the TexasRed channel.
Following starvation for 2 hrs in neurobasal media, QD-BDNF (0.1nM) was added to the distal
chamber and allowed to incubate for 2 hrs as depicted in Fig. 2A. All images were captured on
a Leica DMI6000B inverted microscope with a 100x oil objective lens with a CCD camera
(Rolera-MGi Fast 1397 from Qimaging). The microscope is equipped with an environmental
chamber (37°C, 5% CO2). Images were collected at 1 frame/s for a total of 2 min per movie.
Ten to twenty movies were collected/condition. For each condition, 75–130 QD-BDNF signals
from at least two independent experiments were analyzed. Kymographs generated from each
movie were analyzed using the MetaMorph Software. Direction of movement was determined
by the angle measurement for each line on kymographs using cut-offs as specified below: retro-
grade (-1 to -89.4), anterograde (<-90.6), and stationary (90±0.5). All live-imaging experi-
ments were performed blindly to minimize bias.

SDS-PAGE, Western blotting
Equal amounts of protein samples were run on 4–12% Novex precast gels (Life Technologies).
For APP CTF detection, 4–20% precast gels were used. Immunoblotting was performed follow-
ing standard practice [62]. All blots were developed using the BioRad Clarity Western ECL
substrate and visualized on a BioRad ChemiDoc XRS+ with the BioRad ImageLab software. All
quantification was taken from blots within the linear range of exposure and all analyses were
performed using the ImageLab software (BioRad).

AβMeso scale assay
Aβ38, 40, and 42 were detected as previously described [34]. Briefly, 500K embryonic cortical
neurons were treated in triplicate in 400μl of media containing various concentrations of drugs
or vehicle. Media was collected 24 hrs later and Aβ peptides in the media were detected using
the Aβ triplex Meso scale assay (Meso Scale Discovery). The amount of Aβ peptides was pre-
sented as percentage of vehicle control.

mRNA extraction and quantification
mRNA levels of Hes1 and Hey1 were measured using cDNA synthesized from total RNAs
(RNAeasy Micro Kit from Qiagen). Quantitative real-time PCR reactions in triplicate were
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Fig 2. BMS-299897, not sGSM41, induces deficits in retrograde axonal trafficking of QD-BDNF. A: Microfluidic chamber cultures of rat E18
hippocampal neurons for live imaging of axonal transport of QD-BDNF. At DIV7, neurons were treated with vehicle, BMS-299-897 or sGSM41 followed by
live imaging as described in Materials and Methods. DA: distal axon; CB: cell body; DR: dendrites; PA: proximal axon. B: Representative kymographs
generated from a 90 sec time lapse series (captured at 1frame/s) of axonal movement of QD-BDNF are shown.C: Distribution of instantaneous velocities of
individual QD-BDNFmolecules moving in the retrograde direction under each treatment condition with the mean values marked as red horizontal lines. Time-
lapse recordings were collected from at least three independent experiments for each treatment conditions with 15–20 separate movies being collected
blindly from each sample. The data represent 70–125 QD-BDNFmolecules. D: Analysis of the average distance travelled by QD-BDNFmolecules for each
treatment condition. E: Breakdown of transport directionalities (Retro: retrograde, Antero: anterograde, and Stationary) of all QD-BDNF signals under each
treatment condition. The percentiles for each direction are shown. The data in D, E represent mean±S.E from three independent experiments. All p values
were calculated using student’s t-test.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379.g002
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performed for each sample using transcript-specific primers (Qiagen). Minus reverse transcrip-
tase (-RT), minus template, and minus primer controls were included to minimize background
signals. Melting curve analyses were performed to ensure the specificity and quality of the
qPCR amplifications. Expression of Hes1 and Hey1 was calculated using the comparative
threshold (ΔΔCT) method and normalized to GAPDH.

Immunostaining, mitochondria and synaptic vesicle analysis, and
electron microscopy
For mass cultures, neurons were maintained on Poly-L-Lysine-coated coverslips and were
fixed in 4% paraformaldehyde (PFA) in PBS for 15 min. Neurons were then permeabilized in
0.2% Triton X-100 in PBS. Samples were blocked using 3% BSA, 5% goat serum in PBS for 1 hr
at room temperature. Primary antibodies were added in block solution for 1 hr at room tem-
perature or overnight at 4°C. Secondary antibodies were added in 3% BSA for 1 hr at room
temperature. Coverslips were washed and mounted for analysis by microscopy. Images were
captured using Leica DMI6000B inverted microscope with a 100x oil objective lens and were
processed using ImageJ.

Treated neurons were fixed and stained for pCREB with a specific antibody (Cell Signaling).
Images were taken with a 20x objective lens by scanning the cells directly adjacent to the micro-
grooves. ImageJ was used to set the threshold for all pCREB images equally. To determine the
percentage of nuclei that were positive for pCREB, the “analyze particles” function in ImageJ
was used to automatically count the number of Hoechst-stained nuclei and the number of
pCREB-positive nuclei.

Deep Red FMMitotracker (Molecular Probes) was used to visualize mitochondria following
the manufacture’s protocol. A rabbit polyclonal synaptophysin antibody (GenTex) was used to
stain fixed neurons on coverslips. All images were acquired and analyzed blindly. For EM anal-
ysis, neurons were fixed and sectioned at the Cellular and Molecular Medicine Electron Mi-
croscopy Facility at UCSD following a standard EM flat embedding protocol. Images were
acquired on a FEI Tecnai Spirit G2 BioTWIN Transmission Electron Microscope and were
processed using ImageJ.

Statistical analysis
All experiments were repeated at least three times independently. Statistical analyses of results
and calculation of p values were performed using Prism5 (GraphPad Software, La Jolla, CA).
For pairwise comparisons, the Student’s t-test and Mann-Whitney tests were used. For multi-
ple comparisons, the Tukey one way ANOVA test was used.

Results

BMS-299897 and sGSM41 induced markedly different effects on
processing of APP and other γ-secretase substrates
GSIs inhibit production of all Aβ species while increasing the β-carboxyl terminal fragment of
APP i.e. β-CTF [34–36, 46] (Fig. 1B). Unlike GSIs, GSMs selectively prevent the production of
Aβ42 and Aβ40 with a concomitant enhancement of Aβ38 production [34–36]. Furthermore,
GSMs do not appear to cause accumulation of β-CTF [34–36, 46] (Fig. 1B). To confirm the dif-
ferential effect of BMS-299897 and sGSM41 treatment on APP processing in neurons, we mea-
sured the levels of Aβ42, Aβ 40 and Aβ 38, as described in Methods and Materials. BMS-299897
reduced the levels of each of the Aβ peptides. At*1.0 μM, BMS-299897 decreased these pep-
tides to levels ranging from 20 to 50% of the vehicle control (Fig. 1C). sGSM41, on the other
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hand, preferentially reduced Aβ42 and Aβ40 while increasing the levels of Aβ38 (Fig. 1D). Con-
sistent with previous results [34, 36], the total level of Aβ peptides was not markedly changed
by sGSM41, thus there was no apparent inhibition of γ-secretase by sGSM41. At 2.5μM,
sGSM41 essentially eliminated all Aβ42/40 species while increasing Aβ38 to*300% of the level
of vehicle controls. Based on these results, we elected to use a final concentration of 1.0 μM for
BMS-299897 and 2.5μM for sGSM41 in all remaining studies.

To further examine the differences in APP processing, we assessed the impact of BMS-
299897 and sGSM41 on the levels of APP CTFs. In agreement with published reports [34, 59],
treatment of cortical neurons with BMS-299897 increased APP CTFs while sGSM41 treatment
did not (Fig. 1E). These results show that BMS-299897 and sGSM41 exert different effects on
processing of endogenous APP in neuronal cultures.

In addition to APP, γ-secretase acts on a large number of substrates [43, 50, 63, 64], among
which are N-cadherin and Notch[39, 65–68]. We asked if the inhibition of APP processing,
seen with the BMS-299897 but not with the sGSM41, would be seen with these two substrates.
N-cadherin processing was dramatically inhibited by the BMS-299897, but not the sGSM41
(Fig. 1E). Inhibition of γ-secretase has been shown to increase the level of CTFs of Notch and
to impede the translocation of the Notch intracellular domain (NICD) to the nucleus, thus in-
hibiting downstream transcriptional events such as the expression of transcription factors,
Hes1 and Hey1 [46, 66, 68]. We tested BMS-299897 and sGSM41 effects on the expression of
these two factors by quantifying their mRNA levels. Treatment with BMS-299897, but not
sGSM41, significantly decreased Hey1 and Hes1 mRNA levels in cortical neurons (Fig. 1F).
These data are evidence that BMS-299897 is not Notch sparing at the concentration used in
our studies. Taken together, the results show that BMS-299897 and sGSM41 are markedly dif-
ferent in their effects on the processing of γ-secretase substrates in neurons. They confirm inhi-
bition of APP processing by BMS-299897 and enhanced processing of APP by the sGSM41.

BMS-299897, but not sGSM41, induced deficits in retrograde axonal
transport of QD-BDNF in hippocampal neurons
Increasing evidence suggests that accumulation of β-CTF (the carboxyl terminal 99 residues of
APP, also known as C99) disrupts the endocytic pathway [69] and negatively impacts neuronal
function [42, 70–79]. Given the different effects detected for BMS-299897 and sGSM41 on pro-
cessing of APP, and the marked increase in β-CTFs induced by BMS-299897 but not by
sGSM41 (Fig. 1E), we tested for possible effects on axonal trafficking of BDNF-containing en-
dosomes. We measured retrograde axonal transport of quantum-dot conjugated BDNF (QD-
BDNF) in hippocampal neurons grown in compartmentalized microfluidic chambers, as de-
scribed previously[55–57] (also see Fig. 2A). Axonal movement of QD-BDNF in neurons
treated with vehicle, BMS-299897, sGSM41 was captured by live cell imaging (S1–S3 Movies).
Analysis of the corresponding kymographs (Fig. 2B) revealed significant differences. Vehicle
treated cultures demonstrated persistent, processive movement of QD-BDNF, a pattern fully
consistent with earlier findings [55, 57]. In contrast, the BMS-299897-treated cultures showed,
in addition to processive movement, a much greater number of QD puncta that moved antero-
gradely, or switched between anterograde and retrograde trajectories (Fig. 2B). The pattern of
QD-BDNF movement in sGSM41-treated cultures much more closely resembled the vehicle,
with relatively few stationary or anterogradely moving puncta. Fig. 2C plots the instantaneous
retrograde velocity – i.e. the velocity while moving; the average for vehicle controls was*0.8
μm/s, a value consistent with earlier observations[55, 57]. The distribution of instantaneous ve-
locities was lower in BMS-299897-treated neurons with the average speed of*0.3 μm/s, a dif-
ference that was significant (p = 0.017). The distribution of instantaneous velocities in the
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sGSM41-treated cultures was similar to the vehicle-treated neurons and the average was not
significantly different. We further calculated the average distance travelled by QD-BDNF. This
value was significantly reduced by about 40% for BMS-299897-treated samples as compared to
the vehicle control (Fig. 2D). Though there was a trend to lower values in sGSM41-treated
neurons, the difference was not statistically significantly (Fig. 2D). To define the directionality
of axonal movement of QD-BDNF, we sorted and quantified the percentile of individual QD-
BDNF molecules moving retrogradely, anterogradely, or remaining stationary as defined in the
Materials and Methods. We observed that in comparison to the vehicle control, BMS-299897
treatment reduced the portion of QD-BDNF signals moving in the retrograde direction (p =
0.0198) with a concomitant increase in the portion of signals moving in the anterograde direc-
tion (p = 0.0147) (Fig. 2E). In contrast, directionality was not significantly affected by sGSM41
treatment (Fig. 2E). These findings show that the GSI, but not the sGSM, disrupted axonal
transport of BDNF.

BMS-299897, but not sGSM41, inhibited TrkB-mediated signaling in
neuronal cultures
Given that BMS-299897 induced deficits in BDNF axonal transport, this raised the possibility
that the compound might also impact BDNF signaling. We thus examined BDNF signaling in
both mass cultures and compartmentalized cultures of E18 rat cortical neurons; the choice of
cortical neurons was based on the ability to harvest sufficient amounts of protein lysates. As ex-
pected and consistent with earlier findings[34, 46], treatment with BMS-299897, but not
sGSM41, induced accumulation of APP CTFs, while having no apparent impact on the level of
full length APP in mass cultures (Fig. 3A). We then examined by immunoblotting activation
of the TrkB receptor and two downstream signaling pathways, Akt1 (part of the Akt/PI3K sig-
naling cascade) and Erk1/2 (part of the MAPKK signaling cascade). Following addition of
BDNF (50ng/ml), early and sustained activation of TrkB was observed after both BMS-299897
and sGSM41 treatments. The responses varied somewhat across cultures, but there was no sig-
nificant difference in pTrkB levels in comparison with the vehicle control (Fig. 3A and B). Ac-
tivation of Akt1 was also equally robust under all treatment conditions (Fig. 3A and C).
However, activation of Erk1/2 did distinguish the treatments in that BMS-299897-treated neu-
rons responded less robustly than the vehicle at both 5 and 30 minutes (Fig. 3A and D). The
response to BDNF signaling with the sGSM41-treated samples was not significantly different
from the control (Fig. 3A and D).

To explore further the possibility that disrupted trafficking of BDNF in axons was correlated
with changes in signaling, we used a 3-chamber microfluidic device in which adequate amounts
of axonal protein could be extracted (Fig. 3E). Axons were treated with 50ng/ml BDNF for
30 min followed by immunoblotting lysates from distal axons (DA). As indicated, lysates from
this compartment were enriched for Tau, an axonal marker; correspondingly, these lysates
were essentially devoid of MAP2, a dendritic marker protein that was present in lysates of the
cell body chamber (CB) which also contain dendrites (Fig. 3F). BMS-299897 treatment elicited
a much less robust of activation of ERK by BDNF at 5 min, as compared to responses in cul-
tures treated with either vehicle or sGSM41 (Fig. 3G and H). These findings are evidence that
the GSI, but not the GSM, negatively impacted BDNF-induced Erk1/2 signaling.

BMS-299897, but not sGSM41, induced changes in organelles present
in neuronal processes
Given the changes in BDNF trafficking and signaling, it was of interest to explore whether GSI-
induced deficits might be accompanied by structural changes in neuronal processes. We

GSI Impairs Axonal Transport and Induces Neuronal Dysfunction

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379 February 24, 2015 9 / 24



Fig 3. Differential effects of BMS-299897 and sGSM41 on BDNF/TrkB-mediated signaling pathways.Rat E18 cortical neurons were either cultured in
12-well plate (mass cultures) (A-D) or in microfluidic biochemistry chambers (E-H) to treat and harvest axons only. Neurons were pretreated with vehicle,
BMS-299897, sGSM41 for 24 hrs followed by stimulation with 50ng/ml BDNF as indicated. Equal amounts of protein lysates were analyzed by SDS/PAGE
and immunoblotting with specific antibodies as indicated (A). Semi-quantitative results are shown for the level of activated TrkB (pTrkB in B), activated Akt1
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examined mitochondria and synaptophysin-positive vesicles. Neurons were treated every
24 hrs with vehicle, BMS-299897 or sGSM41 from DIV4 to DIV7 (Fig. 4A). Mitochondria
were labeled with MitoTracker (Fig. 4B); the density of these puncta and their size, as judged
by their apparent length, were then evaluated (Fig. 4C and D). Relative to the vehicle control,
BMS-299897 treatment reduced mitochondrial density while markedly increasing length
(Fig. 4C and D). Treatment with sGSM41 did not reduce density; indeed, there was a signifi-
cant, albeit small, increase. Unlike BMS-299897, sGSM41 had no effect relative to the vehicle
on mitochondrial length (Fig. 4C and D). In parallel studies, synaptophysin-vesicles were ex-
amined (Fig. 4E). BMS-299897 treatment reduced the density of synaptophysin-positive
puncta and increased their apparent size (Fig. 4F and G). Treatment with sGSM41 had no sig-
nificant effect on either of these measures (Fig. 4F and G).

To further define the effects of BMS-299897 treatment, we examined neuronal processes via
transmission electron microscopy (Fig. 5). Mitochondria, which were readily identified, were
sparse in neurites of vehicle-treated neurons in low magnification (9,300x) images (Fig. 5). At
high magnification (18,500x), mitochondria were localized along microtubules (Fig. 5). Neu-
rons treated with sGSM41 showed no obvious differences in mitochondria as compared to ve-
hicle at either 9,300x or 18,500x magnification (Fig. 5). In contrast, neurons treated with BSM-
299897 displayed striking abnormalities. Specifically, there was abnormal accumulation of mi-
tochondria (marked with � in Fig. 5). Zoom-in images of these stretches revealed that mito-
chondria were neither enlarged nor fused, but rather that separate mitochondria were crowded
together (Zoom-in images in Fig. 5). These findings suggest that the apparent increase in
size of mitochondria with fluorescent imaging was due to focal accumulation. Thus, GSI, but
not GSM, induced changes in organelles that are present and actively trafficked in neuronal
processes, suggesting that GSI effects extend to organelles in addition to BDNF-containing
endosomes.

Extended BMS-299897-, not sGSM41- treatment induced changes in
the morphology of neurons
To examine the possibility that the GSI adversely affected other features of neuronal structure,
we examined early and late stages of dendritic arborization in hippocampal neurons following
treatment with vehicle, BMS-299897, or the sGSM41 for either 3 days (at DIV7) or 8 days (at
DIV12) (Fig. 6A). Neurons were stained with MAP2 antibodies to visualize dendrites and neu-
ronal somas (Fig. 6B). Treatment for 3 days resulted in no significant differences across treat-
ment groups in gross morphology (Fig. 6B), soma size (Fig. 6C), or the number of primary
dendrites (Fig. 6D). However, at 8 days of treatment, changes were evident in BMS-299897-
treated neurons (Fig. 6B). Quantitative analysis revealed a marked increase in soma size for
BMS-299897—treated neurons, as compared to either vehicle- or sGSM41-treated neurons
(Fig. 6C). There was also an increase in the number of primary dendrites in BMS-299987-
treated neurons (Fig. 6D). In addition, Sholl analysis showed a trend toward increased dendrit-
ic complexity in BMS-299897-treated neurons (Fig. 6E). Taken together, the data are further
evidence for changes in neuronal morphology induced by GSI but not GSM.

(pAkt1 inC) and activated Erk1/2 (pErk1/2 in D) (mean±S.E., n = 3 for pTrkB, n = 5 for pAkt1, n = 5 for pERK1/2, *P = 0.04, ***P<0.001 using Student’s t-
test). E: Diagram of microfluidic biochemistry chambers used for axonal signaling assays. F: Western blotting analyses of lysates from the distal axon
chamber (DA) and cell body chamber (CB). Samples from CB samples are enriched for the dendritic protein, MAP2 and samples from DA are enriched for
Tau. Total samples from the distal chambers were compared against 1/4th of lysates from the cell body chamber collected from the same experiment. Both
CB and DA chambers were pretreated with vehicle, sGSM41 or BMS-299897 and only distal axonal chambers were treated with BDNF (50ng/ml) for 0, 5 min.
G: Axonal lysates were analyzed by SDS-PAGE/immunoblotting for the level of pErk1/2, total Erk1/2 and β-actin. The results in G that are normalized against
β-actin (mean±S.E., n = 3, *P<0.05) are shown in H. All signaling data analyzed are from 3 or more separate experiments.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379.g003
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Reduced APP gene expression rescued axonal transport deficits
induced by BMS-299897 treatment
In view of the fact that APP is a substrate for γ-secretase and that BMS-299897 and sGSM41
exhibited marked difference in APP processing(Fig. 1E) as well as earlier findings for the im-
pact of the APP β-CTF on endocytic trafficking [1, 69, 80], we asked if BMS-299897 effect on
APP contributed to axonal transport deficits. To address this possibility, APP protein levels
were selectively reduced in hippocampal neurons using a specific siRNA prior to BMS-299897

Fig 4. BMS-299897, not sGSM41, alters the distribution of mitochondria and synaptophysin-positive vesicles within processes of rat E18
hippocampal neurons. A: Experimental design for examining distribution of mitochondria and synaptic vesicle precursors within neuronal processes. Rat
E18 hippocampal neurons at DIV4 were treated every 24 hrs with vehicle, BMS-299897 or sGSM41. Neurons at DIV7 were either labeled with MitoTracker
for analysis of mitochondria (B-D) or fixed and stained for synaptophysin with a specific antibody (E-G). B: Representative images of DIC and MitoTracker
under each treatment conditions. The density of mitochondria (C) and the measurement of mitochondrial profile (D) are quantitated and presented (n = 15–20
neurites for vehicle, sGSM41 samples. For BMS-299897-treated samples, n = 95–150 puncta, mean±S.E., ***P<0.001). E: Representative images of DIC
and synaptophysin immmunostaining for each treatment condition. The density of mitochondria (F) and the measurement of mitochondrial profile (G) are
quantitated and presented (For density analysis, n = 29–40 neurites, mean±S.E., *P<0.05. For profile measurement, n = 26–27 puncta). Scale bar = 20μm.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379.g004
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treatment; axonal BDNF trafficking was then assessed. The siRNA for APP resulted in a de-
crease of*30% at the protein level as compared to the control siRNA (Fig. 7A). A similar re-
duction in APP CTFs was achieved when neurons were subsequently treated with BMS-
299897 (Fig. 7A). In cultures treated with the vehicle together with either the siRNA for APP,
or the control siRNA, there were no significant differences in the directionality of BDNF trans-
port or the average retrograde velocity (Fig. 7B-D; S4–S6 Movies). In contrast, BMS-299897
treatment in the presence of the control siRNA resulted in marked changes in the directionality

Fig 5. BMS-299897, not sGSM41, induces clustering of mitochondria within processes of rat E18 hippocampal neurons. Samples were prepared as
in Fig. 4A. The ultra-structures of hippocampal neurites were examined using transmission electron microscopy as described in Materials and Methods. For
each treatment condition, representative images of 9300x, 18500x and Zoom-in are shown. Asterisk denotes a single mitochondrion, arrows point to
vesicles. EM data were verified by two independent researchers at the Cellular and Molecular Medicine Electron Microscopy Facility at UCSD.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379.g005
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Fig 6. Sustained treatment with BMS-299897, but not GSM, causesmarked changes in soma size
and dendritic complexity in rat E18 hippocampal neurons. A: Experimental paradigm for examining the
effect of sustained treatment with vehicle, BMS-299897 or sGSM41 on neuronal morphology of rat E18
hippocampal neurons. 3-day treatment and 8-day treatment were chosen to assess early and late changes in
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and velocity of movement relative to the vehicle controls; significantly, the differences were
largely prevented in neurons treated with the siRNA for APP (Fig. 7B-D; S4–S6 Movies).
Thus, in the presence of the siRNA for APP, BMS-299897 had no significant effect on either
average velocity or the directionality of BDNF movement (Fig. 7B-D; S4–S6 Movies). Remark-
ably, the siRNA for APP also prevented the marked*50% decrease in the GSI effect on aver-
age velocity (Fig. 7C).

That reducing APP gene expression prevented the BMS-299897-mediated effects on BDNF
axonal transport suggested that it would also prevent BMS-299897 effects on BDNF-mediated
retrograde signaling. To explore this, neurons cultured in microfluidic chambers were treated
with either APP siRNA or control siRNA followed by treatment with either vehicle or BMS-
299897. BDNF was added only to the axonal chamber for 30 min; neuronal somas in the cell
body chamber were then stained with a specific antibody to pCREB, a transcription factor that
is translocated to the nucleus upon activation by axonal BDNF/TrkB signaling cascades[58,
81]. As predicted, neurons treated with BMS-299897 in combination with the control siRNA
showed significantly less pCREB staining than neurons treated with vehicle + APP siRNA
(Fig. 7E and F), a finding consistent with the earlier documentation of decreased axonal
pErk1/2 levels (Fig. 3G). In contrast, the percentage of nuclei immunostained for pCREB in
cultures treated with BSM-299897 plus the APP siRNA was not significantly different from
those treated with the vehicle plus the APP siRNA (Fig. 7E and F). Thus, reducing APP expres-
sion, including the amount of APP CTFs, prevented changes in BDNF signaling induced by the
GSI. We conclude that the effects of the GSI on axonal trafficking and signaling of BDNF was
mediated, at least in part, by APP and/or APP CTFs.

Discussion
The pathogenesis of AD is complex and likely multifactorial, with a diverse set of pathological
signatures, including those for APP processing [3, 5, 9, 10, 12, 20, 27]. The many changes de-
tected have brought different views as to how the disorder is caused and progresses. The early
involvement of the endosomal pathway might contribute to pathogenesis due to either APP- or
to tau-linked pathology [82–84]. Indeed, the endocytic pathway plays an important role in pro-
cessing APP and in supporting transport of endocytic cargoes. Those cargoes carrying trophic
signals from axons to cell bodies are known to play an important role in establishing, maintain-
ing and modifying synaptic connections [85–88].

Our studies have established that GSI acts through altering APP processing to induce defi-
cits of axonal trafficking and signaling of BDNF. They suggest an important role for APP in
regulating endocytic trafficking and signaling of neurotrophic factors. Our findings are consis-
tent with a recent study demonstrating that APP directly interacts with the two surface recep-
tors for nerve growth factor (NGF): TrkA, p75NTR to mediate endocytosis and signaling by
NGF and its receptors[89]. Significantly, the study has demonstrated that downregulation of
APP leads to reduced cell surface levels of TrkA/p75NTR and results in inhibition of neurite
outgrowth by NGF[89]. Therefore, it is possible that APP impacts neuronal function by regu-
lating endocytic trafficking[80, 89].

Given the role for Aβ peptides, Aβ42 in particular, in both the pathology and pathogenesis
of AD, recent attempts used GSIs to reduce Aβ42 levels. Many GSIs have shown the ability to

neuronal morphology. B: Representative images of MAP2 staining for each conditions at Day 3 or 8. C:
Quantitative analysis of soma size (n = 25–30 neurons, mean±S.E., ***P<0.001). D: Quantitative analysis of
number of primary dendrites (n = 17–25 neurons, mean±S.E, ***P<0.001). E: Sholl analysis of neuronal
tracings for 8 day treatment with vehicle, BMS-299897 or sGSM41.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379.g006
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Fig 7. Knockdown of APP rescues deficits in velocity and directionality of axonally transported QD-BDNF induced by BMS-299897. A: Western
blotting analysis of typical siRNA-mediated knockdown effect on full length APP and APP CTFs. Rat E18 hippocampal neurons (DIV5) were transfected with
siRNA against APP or control siRNA for 72 hrs followed by drug treatment for 24 hrs. On average, the protein levels of APP and APP CTF were knocked
down to 70% of normal levels.B: Live imaging of axonal transport of QD-BDNF was performed as in Fig. 2and representative kymographs of QD-BDNF
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markedly reduce the levels of Aβ42 as well as shorter Aβ peptides [38–40, 43, 44, 68, 90, 91].
However, patients treated with GSI suffered from weight loss, increased skin cancer and infec-
tions [7, 8], in addition to worsening cognition. Similar memory deficits were found using GSIs
in AD mice as well as in wild type mice [42, 46]. In treated subjects, pathological changes con-
sistent with inhibition of Notch raised the possibility that this was responsible for treatment
failures [7, 8]. Accordingly, an attempt to produce APP specific γ-secretase inhibitors was sug-
gested [43, 44, 91].

The studies reported herein argue that the use of an APP specific GSI will still have deleteri-
ous effects on neuronal structure and function. It is possible that a potent GSI used at clinically
relevant concentrations, lower than those we employed, may minimize unwanted effects.
Given that inhibition of APP processing, the intended purpose of GSIs, can now be shown to
result in unwanted and possibly degenerative neuronal changes possibly through accumulation
of APP CTFs, even an APP-specific GSI might be toxic. In contrast, the findings for the sGSM
tested here showed the ability to reduce the levels of Aβ42 and Aβ40 without significantly im-
pacting any of the neuronal phenotypes examined, including those for BDNF trafficking
and signaling.

GSIs and GSMs both reduce the production of Aβ42 and Aβ40 but via distinct mechanisms
[35, 91]. GSIs inhibit production of all Aβ species; GSMs reduce Aβ42 and Aβ40 and increase
the levels of smaller Aβ species, such as Aβ38 [34, 36] (also see Fig. 1A and B). While the GSI
resulted in a marked increase in the level of APP CTFs, no increase was seen with the sGSM
(also see Fig. 1E). Our studies show that the GSI and sGSM had different effects on a number
of neuronal phenotypes. First, the GSI significantly impaired axonal trafficking while the
sGSM did not. Second, differences in endosomal transport of BDNF were observed for velocity,
net distance, and directionality with the GSI but not the sGSM. Third, changes in Erk1/2 sig-
naling downstream from BDNF were associated with the GSI but not with the sGSM. Since ret-
rograde axonal signaling of BDNF plays a critical role in neuronal maintenance and function
[52, 53, 58, 81, 85, 92, 93], we reasoned the GSI would invoke other downstream consequences,
including dysregulation of gene expression needed for the maintenance of neuronal circuits.
Indeed, the GSI-mediated effect on BDNF-induced Erk1/2 activation and nuclear translocation
of pCREB are evidence for this possibility. Further distinguishing the GSI from the sGSM were
changes on the structure of organelles in neuronal processes involving both mitochondria and
synaptophysin-positive vesicles. In GSI-treated cultures, there was a decrease in density of indi-
vidual mitochondrial puncta together with accumulation and abutment of mitochondria in
processes. The same pattern was seen for synaptic vesicles, a decrease in the apparent density
of individual puncta and an increase in their size.

Although it is not clear how changes in neurons were produced by the GSI but not the
sGSM, our findings point to a role for APP CTFs. This is supported by differences in APP pro-
cessing by the GSI and sGSM: While both reduce Aβ species, only the GSI increases APP CTFs
levels. In addition, GSI-induced changes were prevented by reducing APP gene expression.
Consistently, recent studies showed that altered APP processing, including overexpression of

movement (60 sec) within axons are shown for each condition. Retrograde direction is indicated. Analysis of QD-BDNF for average velocities (C) and
directionality of QD-BDNFmovement (D) revealed that knocking down APP prior to BMS-299897 treatment partially rescued the deficits in both the velocities
and directionality of QD-BDNF as seen previously. 15–20 separate movies were collected and analyzed for each chamber. The data represent 50–130 QD-
BDNFmolecules (mean±S.E.). Neurons that were cultured in microfluidic chambers were transfected with siRNA and treated with BMS-299897 as inA.
BDNF (50 ng/ml, final concentration) was added to the distal axon chambers only for 30 min. Neurons were fixed and stained for pCREB using a specific
antibody. The nuclei were stained with the Hoechst dye. Representative images are shown in E and quantitative analysis of the percentage of nuclei that
were pCREB-positive is shown in F (mean±S.E., n = 10 images, **P = 0.004). All images were obtained on a Leica DMI6000B inverted microscope (scale
bar = 50μm).

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379.g007
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APP CTFs, changed APP trafficking [94] and induced organelle accumulation [95–97] and mi-
tochondrial dysfunction [98–101]. We cannot rule out contributions by γ-secretase substrates,
other than APP, in the context of GSI treatment. As one example, GSI-induced changes in den-
dritic arborization are consistent with earlier reports for inhibition of Notch processing [66, 68,
94].

The most salient outcome of our study is that GSI-mediated disruption of BDNF trafficking
and signaling point to GSIs compromising an important neuronal function. Whether or not
this played a role in the failure of GSI Phase III clinical trials for treatment of AD [7, 8, 63], or
for GSI-induced changes in cognition in animal models is uncertain [42, 46, 70, 71]. But the
data suggest that changes in APP processing may create unwanted effects. Nevertheless, in a re-
cently completed large Phase III clinical trial, patients receiving the GSI semagacestat at a
lower dose failed to improve cognition. And at a higher dose, functional ability in AD patients
became significantly worsening as compared to patients receiving placebo. In addition, severe
adverse effects including skin cancers, infections etc were observed with the use of semagacestat
in human subjects [8]. Furthermore, in animal studies subchronic dosing with either GSIs or
Nortch-sparring GSIs impaired normal cognition in 3-month-old Tg2576 AD mice and even
in normal wild type mice[46]. GSIs did not rescue the deficits of memory deficits in a mouse
model of familial Danish dementia (FDD) [42]. Taken together, these results strongly suggest
that accumulation of APP CTFs, even in the absence of Aβ peptides, caused by GSI treatment,
posts significant toxic effects to synaptic function and cognition, among other adverse effects.
Accordingly, future attempts to inhibit γ-secretase activity must at the very least examine
changes in APP processing and the potential effects of these changes on neuronal function.

In contrast to GSIs, sGSM had little effects on neuronal function in the assays we performed,
and could potentially serve as a better therapeutic alternative. This conclusion is supported by
other observations pointing to the potential value of GSMs as anti-amyloid based drug thera-
pies [35, 36, 63, 64, 102]. GSMs such as sGSMs[34–36] and EVP-0015962[103] decreases Aβ42
with no apparent effects on either the total Aβ peptides or the level of APP CTFs. Both classes
of GSMs have been shown effective in reducing Aβ aggregates, amyloid plaques, inflammatory
markers. And most importantly, they have been shown effective in improving cognitive deficits
in Tg2576 AD mice[34, 103]. However, given the lessons learned with the GSI endeavors, it is
absolutely imperative to carefully examine both in vitro and in vivo the impact of GSMs on
neuronal structure and function prior to their clinical application.

Supporting Information
S1 Movie. QD-BDNF transport in vehicle-treated hippocampal neurons. QD-BDNF move-
ment within the microgroove area of the chamber. Signals that were moving to the right indi-
cate movement in the retrograde direction towards the cell while left-moving signals represent
anterograde transport. Signals that showed no movement represent stationary vesicles.
(AVI)

S2 Movie. QD-BDNF transport in BMS-299897-treated hippocampal neurons.QD-BDNF
movement within the microgroove area of the chamber. As in 1, signals that were moving to
the right indicate movement in the retrograde direction towards the cell while left-moving sig-
nals represent anterograde transport. Signals that showed no movement represent stationary
vesicles.
(AVI)

S3 Movie. QD-BDNF transport in sGSM41-treated hippocampal neurons. QD-BDNF
movement within the microgroove area of the chamber. As in 1, signals that were moving to
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the right indicate movement in the retrograde direction towards the cell while left-moving sig-
nals represent anterograde transport. Signals that showed no movement represent
stationary vesicles.
(AVI)

S4 Movie. QD-BDNF transport in Vehicle + APP siRNA-treated hippocampal neurons.
QD-BDNF movement within the microgroove area of the chamber. As in 1, signals that were
moving to the right indicate movement in the retrograde direction towards the cell while left-
moving signals represent anterograde transport. Signals that showed no movement represent
stationary vesicles.
(AVI)

S5 Movie. QD-BDNF transport in BMS-299897 + ctrl siRNA-treated hippocampal neu-
rons. QD-BDNF movement within the microgroove area of the chamber. As in 1, signals that
were moving to the right indicate movement in the retrograde direction towards the cell while
left-moving signals represent anterograde transport. Signals that showed no movement repre-
sent stationary vesicles.
(AVI)

S6 Movie. QD-BDNF transport in BMS-299897 + APP siRNA-treated hippocampal neu-
rons. QD-BDNF movement within the microgroove area of the chamber. As in 1, signals that
were moving to the right indicate movement in the retrograde direction towards the cell while
left-moving signals represent anterograde transport. Signals that showed no movement repre-
sent stationary vesicles.
(AVI)

Acknowledgments
We thank Ms Pauline Yue Hu for technical assistance. We thank Dr M. Farquhar, Y. Jones and
T. Meerloo and the Cellular and Molecular Medicine Electron Microscopy Facility of UCSD
for performing embedding and sectioning of coverslips and the UCSD Neuroscience Microsco-
py Shared Facility.

Author Contributions
Conceived and designed the experiments: AMW SLWWCM CW. Performed the experiments:
AMWONN SMRMLP XZ PN CW. Analyzed the data: AMWONNMLP PN SLWWCM
CW. Contributed reagents/materials/analysis tools: SC LSBG SLW RET. Wrote the paper:
AMWWCM CW.

References
1. Buxbaum JD, Thinakaran G, Koliatsos V, O'Callahan J, Slunt HH, Price DL, et al. Alzheimer amyloid

protein precursor in the rat hippocampus: transport and processing through the perforant path. J Neu-
rosci. 1998; 18: 9629–9637. PMID: 9822724

2. Freir DB, Fedriani R, Scully D, Smith IM, Selkoe DJ, Walsh DM, et al. Abeta oligomers inhibit synapse
remodelling necessary for memory consolidation. Neurobiol Aging. 2011; 32: 2211–2218. doi: 10.
1016/j.neurobiolaging.2010.01.001 PMID: 20097446

3. Hardy J, Selkoe DJ. The amyloid hypothesis of Alzheimer's disease: progress and problems on the
road to therapeutics. Science. 2002; 297: 353–356. PMID: 12130773

4. Koo EH, Sisodia SS, Archer DR, Martin LJ, Weidemann A, Beyreuther K, et al. Precursor of amyloid
protein in Alzheimer disease undergoes fast anterograde axonal transport. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A.
1990; 87: 1561–1565. PMID: 1689489

GSI Impairs Axonal Transport and Induces Neuronal Dysfunction

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379 February 24, 2015 19 / 24

http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0118379.s004
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0118379.s005
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0118379.s006
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9822724
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2010.01.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2010.01.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20097446
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12130773
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1689489


5. Mucke L. Neuroscience: Alzheimer's disease. Nature 461: 895–897. doi: 10.1038/461895a PMID:
19829367

6. Palop JJ, Mucke L. Amyloid-[beta]-induced neuronal dysfunction in Alzheimer's disease: from synap-
ses toward neural networks. Nat Neurosci. 2010; 13: 812–818. doi: 10.1038/nn.2583 PMID:
20581818

7. Coric V, van Dyck CH, Salloway S, Andreasen N, Brody M, Richter RW, et al. Safety and Tolerability
of the gamma-Secretase Inhibitor Avagacestat in a Phase 2 Study of Mild to Moderate Alzheimer Dis-
ease. Arch Neurol. 2012; 1–12.

8. Doody RS, Raman R, Farlow M, Iwatsubo T, Vellas B, Joffe S, et al. A phase 3 trial of semagacestat
for treatment of Alzheimer's disease. N Engl J Med. 2013; 369: 341–350. doi: 10.1056/
NEJMoa1210951 PMID: 23883379

9. Holtzman DM, Mandelkow E, Selkoe DJ Alzheimer disease in 2020. Cold Spring Harb Perspect Med
2. 2012.

10. Selkoe D, Mandelkow E, Holtzman D. Deciphering Alzheimer disease. Cold Spring Harb Perspect
Med 2. 2012; a011460. doi: 10.1101/cshperspect.a011460 PMID: 22315723

11. Selkoe DJ (2004) Alzheimer disease: mechanistic understanding predicts novel therapies. Ann Intern
Med 140. 2004; 627–638. PMID: 15096334

12. Selkoe DJ (2000) The origins of Alzheimer disease: a is for amyloid. JAMA 283. 2000; 1615–1617.
PMID: 10735401

13. Citron M, Vigo-Pelfrey C, Teplow DB, Miller C, Schenk D, Johnston J, et al. Excessive production of
amyloid beta-protein by peripheral cells of symptomatic and presymptomatic patients carrying the
Swedish familial Alzheimer disease mutation. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 1994; 91: 11993–11997.
PMID: 7991571

14. Hayashi H, Kimura N, Yamaguchi H, Hasegawa K, Yokoseki T, Shibata M, et al. A seed for Alzheimer
amyloid in the brain. J Neurosci 24. 2004; 4894–4902. PMID: 15152051

15. Hemming ML, Patterson M, Reske-Nielsen C, Lin L, Isacson O, Selkoe DJ. Reducing amyloid plaque
burden via ex vivo gene delivery of an Abeta-degrading protease: a novel therapeutic approach to Alz-
heimer disease. PLoSMed. 2007; 4: e262. PMID: 17760499

16. Joachim CL, Selkoe DJ. The seminal role of beta-amyloid in the pathogenesis of Alzheimer disease.
Alzheimer Dis Assoc Disord. 1992; 6: 7–34. PMID: 1605946

17. Palmert MR, Podlisny MB, Witker DS, Oltersdorf T, Younkin LH, Selkoe DJ, et al. The beta-amyloid
protein precursor of Alzheimer disease has soluble derivatives found in human brain and cerebrospi-
nal fluid. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 1989; 86: 6338–6342. PMID: 2503832

18. Selkoe DJ. Altered protein composition of isolated human cortical neurons in Alzheimer disease. Ann
Neurol. 1980; 8: 468–478. PMID: 7002020

19. Selkoe DJ. Deciphering the genesis and fate of amyloid beta-protein yields novel therapies for Alzhei-
mer disease. J Clin Invest 110. 2002; 1375–1381. PMID: 12438432

20. Selkoe DJ. Defining molecular targets to prevent Alzheimer disease. Arch Neurol. 2005; 62: 192–
195. PMID: 15710846

21. Selkoe DJ, Podlisny MB, Joachim CL, Vickers EA, Lee G, Fritz LC, et al. Beta-amyloid precursor pro-
tein of Alzheimer disease occurs as 110- to 135-kilodalton membrane-associated proteins in neural
and nonneural tissues. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 1988; 85: 7341–7345. PMID: 3140239

22. Walter J, Grunberg J, Capell A, Pesold B, Schindzielorz A, Citron M, et al. Proteolytic processing of
the Alzheimer disease-associated presenilin-1 generates an in vivo substrate for protein kinase C.
Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 1997; 94: 5349–5354. PMID: 9144240

23. Guo Q, Li H, Gaddam SS, Justice NJ, Robertson CS, Zheng H. Amyloid precursor protein revisited:
neuron-specific expression and highly stable nature of soluble derivatives. J Biol Chem. 2012; 287:
2437–2445. doi: 10.1074/jbc.M111.315051 PMID: 22144675

24. Shankar GM, Bloodgood BL, Townsend M, Walsh DM, Selkoe DJ, Sabatini BL. Natural oligomers of
the Alzheimer amyloid-beta protein induce reversible synapse loss by modulating an NMDA-type glu-
tamate receptor-dependent signaling pathway. J Neurosci. 2007; 27: 2866–2875. PMID: 17360908

25. Pensalfini A, Albay R III, Rasool S, Wu JW, Hatami A, Arai H, et al. Intracellular amyloid and the neuro-
nal origin of Alzheimer neuritic plaques. Neurobiol Dis. 2014; 71: 53–61. doi: 10.1016/j.nbd.2014.07.
011 PMID: 25092575

26. Lasagna-Reeves CA, Glabe CG, Kayed R (2011) Amyloid-beta annular protofibrils evade fibrillar fate
in Alzheimer disease brain. J Biol Chem. 2011; 286: 22122–22130. doi: 10.1074/jbc.M111.236257
PMID: 21507938

GSI Impairs Axonal Transport and Induces Neuronal Dysfunction

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379 February 24, 2015 20 / 24

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/461895a
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19829367
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nn.2583
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20581818
http://dx.doi.org/10.1056/NEJMoa1210951
http://dx.doi.org/10.1056/NEJMoa1210951
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23883379
http://dx.doi.org/10.1101/cshperspect.a011460
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22315723
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15096334
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10735401
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7991571
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15152051
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17760499
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1605946
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/2503832
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7002020
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12438432
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15710846
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/3140239
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9144240
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.M111.315051
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22144675
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17360908
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nbd.2014.07.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nbd.2014.07.011
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25092575
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.M111.236257
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21507938


27. Sarsoza F, Saing T, Kayed R, Dahlin R, Dick M, Broadwater-Hollifield C, et al. A fibril-specific, confor-
mation-dependent antibody recognizes a subset of Abeta plaques in Alzheimer disease, Down syn-
drome and Tg2576 transgenic mouse brain. Acta Neuropathol. 2009; 118: 505–517. doi: 10.1007/
s00401-009-0530-3 PMID: 19360426

28. Kokubo H, Kayed R, Glabe CG, Staufenbiel M, Saido TC, Iwata N, et al. Amyloid Beta annular protofi-
brils in cell processes and synapses accumulate with aging and Alzheimer-associated genetic modifi-
cation. Int J Alzheimers Dis. 2009.

29. Chen YR, Glabe CG. Distinct early folding and aggregation properties of Alzheimer amyloid-beta pep-
tides Abeta40 and Abeta42: stable trimer or tetramer formation by Abeta42. J Biol Chem. 2006; 281:
24414–24422. PMID: 16809342

30. Oddo S, Caccamo A, Tran L, Lambert MP, Glabe CG, Klein WL, et al. Temporal profile of amyloid-
beta (Abeta) oligomerization in an in vivo model of Alzheimer disease. A link between Abeta and tau
pathology. J Biol Chem. 2006; 281: 1599–1604. PMID: 16282321

31. Soreghan B, Pike C, Kayed R, TianW, Milton S, Cotman C, et al. The influence of the carboxyl termi-
nus of the Alzheimer Abeta peptide on its conformation, aggregation, and neurotoxic properties. Neu-
romolecular Med. 2002; 1: 81–94. PMID: 12025818

32. Shankar GM, Li S, Mehta TH, Garcia-Munoz A, Shepardson NE, Smith I, et al. Amyloid-beta protein
dimers isolated directly from Alzheimer's brains impair synaptic plasticity and memory. Nat Med.
2008; 14: 837–842. doi: 10.1038/nm1782 PMID: 18568035

33. Jin M, Shepardson N, Yang T, Chen G, Walsh D, Selkoe DJ. Soluble amyloid beta-protein dimers iso-
lated from Alzheimer cortex directly induce Tau hyperphosphorylation and neuritic degeneration. Proc
Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2011; 108: 5819–5824. doi: 10.1073/pnas.1017033108 PMID: 21421841

34. Kounnas MZ, Danks AM, Cheng S, Tyree C, Ackerman E, Zhang X, et al. Modulation of gamma-
secretase reduces beta-amyloid deposition in a transgenic mousemodel of Alzheimer's disease. Neu-
ron. 2010; 67: 769–780. doi: 10.1016/j.neuron.2010.08.018 PMID: 20826309

35. Wagner SL, Tanzi RE, MobleyWC, Galasko D. Potential use of gamma-secretase modulators in the
treatment of Alzheimer disease. Arch Neurol. 2012; 69: 1255–1258. PMID: 22801784

36. Wagner SL, Zhang C, Cheng S, Nguyen P, Zhang X, Rynearson KD, et al. Soluble gamma-secretase
modulators selectively inhibit the production of the 42-amino acid amyloid beta peptide variant and
augment the production of multiple carboxy-truncated amyloid beta species. Biochemistry. 2014; 53:
702–713. doi: 10.1021/bi401537v PMID: 24401146

37. Davis RC, Marsden IT, Maloney MT, Minamide LS, Podlisny M, Selkoe DJ, et al. Amyloid beta di-
mers/trimers potently induce cofilin-actin rods that are inhibited by maintaining cofilin-phosphorylation.
Mol Neurodegener. 2011; 6: 10. doi: 10.1186/1750-1326-6-10 PMID: 21261978

38. Li S, Jin M, Koeglsperger T, Shepardson NE, Shankar GM, Selkoe DJ. Soluble Abeta oligomers inhib-
it long-term potentiation through a mechanism involving excessive activation of extrasynaptic NR2B-
containing NMDA receptors. J Neurosci. 2011; 31: 6627–6638. doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.0203-11.
2011 PMID: 21543591

39. Kopan R, Ilagan MXG. [gamma]-Secretase: proteasome of the membrane? Nat Rev Mol Cell Biol.
2004; 5: 499–504. PMID: 15173829

40. Liu Q, Waltz S, Woodruff G, Ouyang J, Israel MA, Herrera C, et al. Effect of Potent gamma-Secretase
Modulator in Human Neurons Derived FromMultiple Presenilin 1-Induced Pluripotent Stem Cell Mu-
tant Carriers. JAMA Neurol. 2014.

41. Martone RL, Zhou H, Atchison K, Comery T, Xu JZ, Huang X, et al. Begacestat (GSI-953): a novel, se-
lective thiophene sulfonamide inhibitor of amyloid precursor protein gamma-secretase for the treat-
ment of Alzheimer's disease. J Pharmacol Exp Ther. 2009; 331: 598–608. doi: 10.1124/jpet.109.
152975 PMID: 19671883

42. Tamayev R, D'Adamio L Inhibition of gamma-secretase worsens memory deficits in a genetically con-
gruous mouse model of Danish dementia. Mol Neurodegener. 2012; 7: 19. doi: 10.1186/1750-1326-
7-19 PMID: 22537414

43. Wolfe MS. gamma-Secretase inhibitors and modulators for Alzheimer's disease. J Neurochem 120
Supp. 2012;l 1: 89–98.

44. Crump CJ, Castro SV, Wang F, Pozdnyakov N, Ballard TE, Sisodia SS, et al. BMS-708,163 targets
presenilin and lacks notch-sparing activity. Biochemistry. 2012; 51: 7209–7211. doi: 10.1021/
bi301137h PMID: 22931393

45. Quintero-Monzon O, Martin MM, Fernandez MA, Cappello CA, Krzysiak AJ, Osenkowski P, et al. Dis-
sociation between the processivity and total activity of gamma-secretase: implications for the mecha-
nism of Alzheimer's disease-causing presenilin mutations. Biochemistry. 2011; 50: 9023–9035. doi:
10.1021/bi2007146 PMID: 21919498

GSI Impairs Axonal Transport and Induces Neuronal Dysfunction

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379 February 24, 2015 21 / 24

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00401-009-0530-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00401-009-0530-3
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19360426
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16809342
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16282321
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12025818
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nm1782
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18568035
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1017033108
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21421841
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuron.2010.08.018
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20826309
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22801784
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/bi401537v
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24401146
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1750-1326-6-10
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21261978
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.0203-11.2011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.0203-11.2011
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21543591
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15173829
http://dx.doi.org/10.1124/jpet.109.152975
http://dx.doi.org/10.1124/jpet.109.152975
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19671883
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1750-1326-7-19
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1750-1326-7-19
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22537414
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/bi301137h
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/bi301137h
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22931393
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/bi2007146
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21919498


46. Mitani Y, Yarimizu J, Saita K, Uchino H, Akashiba H, Shitaka Y, et al. Differential effects between
gamma-secretase inhibitors and modulators on cognitive function in amyloid precursor protein-trans-
genic and nontransgenic mice. J Neurosci. 2012; 32: 2037–2050. doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.4264-
11.2012 PMID: 22323718

47. Eriksen JL, Sagi SA, Smith TE, Weggen S, Das P, McLendon DC, et al. NSAIDs and enantiomers of
flurbiprofen target gamma-secretase and lower Abeta. 2003; 42 in vivo. J Clin Invest 112: 440–449.
PMID: 12897211

48. Kukar T, Murphy MP, Eriksen JL, Sagi SA, Weggen S, Smith TE, et al. Diverse compounds mimic Alz-
heimer disease-causing mutations by augmenting Abeta42 production. Nat Med. 2005; 11: 545–550.
PMID: 15834426

49. Weggen S, Eriksen JL, Das P, Sagi SA, Wang R, Pietrzik CU, et al. A subset of NSAIDs lower amyloi-
dogenic Abeta42 independently of cyclooxygenase activity. Nature. 2011; 414: 212–216.

50. Oehlrich D, Berthelot DJC, Gijsen HJM. γ-Secretase Modulators as Potential Disease Modifying Anti-
Alzheimer’s Drugs. Journal of Medicinal Chemistry. 2010; 54: 669–698. doi: 10.1021/jm101168r
PMID: 21141968

51. Lu B, Nagappan G, Guan X, Nathan PJ, Wren P (2013) BDNF-based synaptic repair as a disease-
modifying strategy for neurodegenerative diseases. Nat Rev Neurosci. 2013; 14: 401–416. doi: 10.
1038/nrn3505 PMID: 23674053

52. Nagahara AH, Mateling M, Kovacs I, Wang L, Eggert S, Rockenstein E, et al. Early BDNF Treatment
Ameliorates Cell Loss in the Entorhinal Cortex of APP Transgenic Mice. J Neurosci. 2013; 33:
15596–15602. doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.5195-12.2013 PMID: 24068826

53. Nagahara AH, Tuszynski MH. Potential therapeutic uses of BDNF in neurological and psychiatric dis-
orders. Nat Rev Drug Discov. 2011; 10: 209–219. doi: 10.1038/nrd3366 PMID: 21358740

54. Patterson SL, Abel T, Deuel TA, Martin KC, Rose JC, Kandel ER. Recombinant BDNF rescues defi-
cits in basal synaptic transmission and hippocampal LTP in BDNF knockout mice. Neuron. 1996; 16:
1137–1145. PMID: 8663990

55. PoonWW, Blurton-Jones M, Tu CH, Feinberg LM, Chabrier MA, Harris JW, et al. beta-Amyloid im-
pairs axonal BDNF retrograde trafficking. Neurobiol Aging. 2011; 32: 821–833. doi: 10.1016/j.
neurobiolaging.2009.05.012 PMID: 19540623

56. Xie W, Zhang K, Cui B. Functional characterization and axonal transport of quantum dot labeled
BDNF. Integr Biol (Camb). 2012; 4: 953–960. doi: 10.1039/c2ib20062g PMID: 22772872

57. Zhao X, Weissmiller AM, Pearn ML, MobleyWC, Wu C. Real-time imaging of axonal transport of
quantum dot-labeled BDNF in primary neurons. Journal of Visualized Experiments. 2014; 51899.

58. Zhou B, Cai Q, Xie Y, Sheng ZH. Snapin recruits dynein to BDNF-TrkB signaling endosomes for retro-
grade axonal transport and is essential for dendrite growth of cortical neurons. Cell Rep. 2012; 2: 42–
51. doi: 10.1016/j.celrep.2012.06.010 PMID: 22840395

59. Anderson JJ, Holtz G, Baskin PP, Turner M, Rowe B, Wang B, et al. Reductions in beta-amyloid con-
centrations in vivo by the gamma-secretase inhibitors BMS-289948 and BMS-299897. Biochem Phar-
macol. 2005; 69: 689–698. PMID: 15670587

60. Oehlrich D, Berthelot DJ, Gijsen HJ. gamma-Secretase modulators as potential disease modifying
anti-Alzheimer's drugs. J Med Chem. 2011; 54: 669–698. doi: 10.1021/jm101168r PMID: 21141968

61. Sung K, Maloney MT, Yang J, Wu C. A novel method for producing mono-biotinylated, biologically ac-
tive neurotrophic factors: an essential reagent for single molecule study of axonal transport. J Neu-
rosci Methods. 2011; 200: 121–128. doi: 10.1016/j.jneumeth.2011.06.020 PMID: 21756937

62. Zhang K, Fishel Ben Kenan R, Osakada Y, XuW, Sinit RS, Chen L, et al. Defective axonal transport
of Rab7 GTPase results in dysregulated trophic signaling. J Neurosci. 2013; 33: 7451–7462. doi: 10.
1523/JNEUROSCI.4322-12.2013 PMID: 23616551

63. Okochi M, Tagami S, Yanagida K, Takami M, Kodama Takashi S, Mori K, et al. γ-Secretase Modula-
tors and Presenilin 1 Mutants Act Differently on Presenilin/γ-Secretase Function to Cleave Aβ42 and
Aβ43. Cell Reports 3: 42–51. doi: 10.1016/j.celrep.2012.11.028 PMID: 23291095

64. Xia W, Wong ST, Hanlon E, Morin P. γ-Secretase Modulator in Alzheimer's Disease: Shifting the End.
Journal of Alzheimer's Disease. 2012; 31: 685–696. doi: 10.3233/JAD-2012-120751 PMID:
22710916

65. Cai D, Leem JY, Greenfield JP, Wang P, Kim BS, Wang R, et al. Presenilin-1 regulates intracellular
trafficking and cell surface delivery of beta-amyloid precursor protein. J Biol Chem. 2003; 278: 3446–
3454. PMID: 12435726

66. Grosveld GC. [gamma]-secretase inhibitors: Notch so bad. Nat Med. 2009; 15: 20–21. doi: 10.1038/
nm0109-20 PMID: 19129776

GSI Impairs Axonal Transport and Induces Neuronal Dysfunction

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379 February 24, 2015 22 / 24

http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.4264-11.2012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.4264-11.2012
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22323718
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12897211
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15834426
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/jm101168r
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21141968
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nrn3505
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nrn3505
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23674053
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.5195-12.2013
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24068826
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nrd3366
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21358740
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8663990
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2009.05.012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2009.05.012
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19540623
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/c2ib20062g
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22772872
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2012.06.010
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22840395
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15670587
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/jm101168r
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21141968
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jneumeth.2011.06.020
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21756937
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.4322-12.2013
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.4322-12.2013
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23616551
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2012.11.028
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23291095
http://dx.doi.org/10.3233/JAD-2012-120751
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22710916
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12435726
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nm0109-20
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nm0109-20
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19129776


67. Haapasalo A, Kovacs DM. The Many Substrates of Presenilin/γ-Secretase. Journal of Alzheimer's
Disease. 2011; 25: 3–28. doi: 10.3233/JAD-2011-101065 PMID: 21335653

68. Selkoe D, Kopan R. NOTCH AND PRESENILIN: Regulated Intramembrane Proteolysis Links Devel-
opment and Degeneration. Annual Review of Neuroscience. 2003; 26: 565–597. PMID: 12730322

69. Lauritzen I, Pardossi-Piquard R, Bauer C, Brigham E, Abraham JD, Ranaldi S, et al. The beta-secre-
tase-derived C-terminal fragment of betaAPP, C99, but not Abeta, is a key contributor to early intra-
neuronal lesions in triple-transgenic mouse hippocampus. J Neurosci. 2012; 32: 16243–16255a. doi:
10.1523/JNEUROSCI.2775-12.2012 PMID: 23152608

70. Bittner T, FuhrmannM, Burgold S, Jung CK, Volbracht C, Steiner H, et al. Gamma-secretase inhibition
reduces spine density in vivo via an amyloid precursor protein-dependent pathway. J Neurosci. 2009;
29: 10405–10409. doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.2288-09.2009 PMID: 19692615

71. Tamayev R, Matsuda S, Arancio O, D'Adamio L. beta- but not gamma-secretase proteolysis of APP
causes synaptic and memory deficits in a mouse model of dementia. EMBOMol Med. 2012; 4: 171–
179. doi: 10.1002/emmm.201100195 PMID: 22170863

72. Suh YH. An etiological role of amyloidogenic carboxyl-terminal fragments of the beta-amyloid precur-
sor protein in Alzheimer's disease. J Neurochem. 1997; 68: 1781–1791. PMID: 9109502

73. Nalbantoglu J, Tirado-Santiago G, Lahsaini A, Poirier J, Goncalves O, Verge G, et al. Impaired learn-
ing and LTP in mice expressing the carboxy terminus of the Alzheimer amyloid precursor protein. Na-
ture. 1997; 387: 500–505. PMID: 9168112

74. Choi SH, Park CH, Koo JW, Seo JH, Kim HS, Jeong SJ, et al. Memory impairment and cholinergic
dysfunction by centrally administered Abeta and carboxyl-terminal fragment of Alzheimer's APP in
mice. FASEB J. 2001; 15: 1816–1818. PMID: 11481240

75. Yankner BA, Dawes LR, Fisher S, Villa-Komaroff L, Oster-Granite ML, Neve RL. Neurotoxicity of a
fragment of the amyloid precursor associated with Alzheimer's disease. Science. 1989; 245: 417–
420. PMID: 2474201

76. Fukuchi K, Kamino K, Deeb SS, Smith AC, Dang T, Martin GM. Overexpression of amyloid precursor
protein alters its normal processing and is associated with neurotoxicity. Biochem Biophys Res Com-
mun. 1992; 182: 165–173. PMID: 1731777

77. Yoshikawa K, Aizawa T, Hayashi Y. Degeneration in vitro of post-mitotic neurons overexpressing the
Alzheimer amyloid protein precursor. Nature. 1982; 359: 64–67.

78. Kammesheidt A, Boyce FM, Spanoyannis AF, Cummings BJ, Ortegon M, Cotman C, et al. Deposition
of beta/A4 immunoreactivity and neuronal pathology in transgenic mice expressing the carboxyl-ter-
minal fragment of the Alzheimer amyloid precursor in the brain. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 1992; 89:
10857–10861. PMID: 1438289

79. Neve RL, Kammesheidt A, Hohmann CF. Brain transplants of cells expressing the carboxyl-terminal
fragment of the Alzheimer amyloid protein precursor cause specific neuropathology in vivo. Proc Natl
Acad Sci U S A. 1992; 89: 3448–3452. PMID: 1565637

80. Rodrigues EM, Weissmiller AM, Goldstein LS. Enhanced beta-secretase processing alters APP axo-
nal transport and leads to axonal defects. HumMol Genet. 2012; 21: 4587–4601. doi: 10.1093/hmg/
dds297 PMID: 22843498

81. Heerssen HM, Pazyra MF, Segal RA. Dynein motors transport activated Trks to promote survival of
target-dependent neurons. Nat Neurosci. 2004; 7: 596–604. PMID: 15122257

82. Cataldo AM, Petanceska S, Peterhoff CM, Terio NB, Epstein CJ, Villar A, et al. App gene dosage
modulates endosomal abnormalities of Alzheimer's disease in a segmental trisomy 16 mouse model
of down syndrome. J Neurosci. 2003; 23: 6788–6792. PMID: 12890772

83. Israel MA, Yuan SH, Bardy C, Reyna SM, Mu Y, Herrera C, et al. Probing sporadic and familial Alzhei-
mer's disease using induced pluripotent stem cells. Nature. 2012; 482: 216–220. doi: 10.1038/
nature10821 PMID: 22278060

84. Jiang Y, Mullaney KA, Peterhoff CM, Che S, Schmidt SD, Boyer-Boiteau A, et al. Alzheimer's-related
endosome dysfunction in Down syndrome is Abeta-independent but requires APP and is reversed by
BACE-1 inhibition. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2010; 107: 1630–1635. doi: 10.1073/pnas.0908953107
PMID: 20080541

85. Chao MV. Neurotrophins and their receptors: a convergence point for many signalling pathways. Nat
Rev Neurosci. 2003; 4: 299–309. PMID: 12671646

86. Chao MV, Ip NY. Trophic factors: 50 years of growth. Dev Neurobiol. 2010; 70: 269–270. doi: 10.
1002/dneu.20779 PMID: 20186706

87. Ginty DD, Segal RA. Retrograde neurotrophin signaling: Trk-ing along the axon. Curr Opin Neurobiol.
2002; 12: 268–274. PMID: 12049932

GSI Impairs Axonal Transport and Induces Neuronal Dysfunction

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379 February 24, 2015 23 / 24

http://dx.doi.org/10.3233/JAD-2011-101065
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21335653
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12730322
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.2775-12.2012
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23152608
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.2288-09.2009
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19692615
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/emmm.201100195
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22170863
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9109502
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9168112
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11481240
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/2474201
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1731777
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1438289
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1565637
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/hmg/dds297
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/hmg/dds297
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22843498
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15122257
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12890772
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature10821
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature10821
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22278060
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0908953107
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20080541
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12671646
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/dneu.20779
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/dneu.20779
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20186706
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12049932


88. SofroniewMV, Howe CL, MobleyWC. Nerve growth factor signaling, neuroprotection, and neural re-
pair. Annu Rev Neurosci. 2001; 24: 1217–1281. PMID: 11520933

89. Zhang YW, Chen Y, Liu Y, Zhao Y, Liao FF, Xu H. APP regulates NGF receptor trafficking and NGF-
mediated neuronal differentiation and survival. PLoS One. 2013; 8: e80571. doi: 10.1371/journal.
pone.0080571 PMID: 24224055

90. Choi SH, Kim YH, Hebisch M, Sliwinski C, Lee S, D'Avanzo C, et al. A three-dimensional human neu-
ral cell culture model of Alzheimer's disease. Nature. 2014.

91. Crump CJ, Johnson DS, Li Y-M. Development and Mechanism of γ-Secretase Modulators for Alzhei-
mer’s Disease. Biochemistry. 2013; 52: 3197–3216. doi: 10.1021/bi400377p PMID: 23614767

92. Sendtner M, Holtmann B, Kolbeck R, Thoenen H, Barde YA. Brain-derived neurotrophic factor pre-
vents the death of motoneurons in newborn rats after nerve section. Nature. 1992; 360: 757–759.
PMID: 1465147

93. Weissmiller AM,Wu C. Current advances in using neurotrophic factors to treat neurodegenerative dis-
orders. Transl Neurodegener. 2012; 1: 14. doi: 10.1186/2047-9158-1-14 PMID: 23210531

94. Kaether C, Schmitt S, Willem M, Haass C. Amyloid precursor protein and Notch intracellular domains
are generated after transport of their precursors to the cell surface. Traffic. 2006; 7: 408–415. PMID:
16536739

95. Stokin GB, Lillo C, Falzone TL, Brusch RG, Rockenstein E, Mount SL, et al. Axonopathy and transport
deficits early in the pathogenesis of Alzheimer's disease. Science. 2005; 307: 1282–1288. PMID:
15731448

96. Gunawardena S, Goldstein LS. Disruption of axonal transport and neuronal viability by amyloid pre-
cursor protein mutations in Drosophila. Neuron. 2001; 32: 389–401. PMID: 11709151

97. Torroja L, Chu H, Kotovsky I, White K. Neuronal overexpression of APPL, the Drosophila homologue
of the amyloid precursor protein (APP), disrupts axonal transport. Curr Biol. 1999; 9: 489–492. PMID:
10322116

98. Calkins MJ, Manczak M, Mao P, Shirendeb U, Reddy PH. Impaired mitochondrial biogenesis, defec-
tive axonal transport of mitochondria, abnormal mitochondrial dynamics and synaptic degeneration in
a mouse model of Alzheimer's disease. HumMol Genet. 2011; 20: 4515–4529. doi: 10.1093/hmg/
ddr381 PMID: 21873260

99. Calkins MJ, Reddy PH. Amyloid beta impairs mitochondrial anterograde transport and degenerates
synapses in Alzheimer's disease neurons. Biochim Biophys Acta. 2011; 1812: 507–513. doi: 10.
1016/j.bbadis.2011.01.007 PMID: 21241801

100. Glater EE, Megeath LJ, Stowers RS, Schwarz TL. Axonal transport of mitochondria requires milton to
recruit kinesin heavy chain and is light chain independent. J Cell Biol. 2006; 173: 545–557. PMID:
16717129

101. Rui Y, Tiwari P, Xie Z, Zheng JQ. Acute impairment of mitochondrial trafficking by beta-amyloid pep-
tides in hippocampal neurons. J Neurosci. 2006; 26: 10480–10487. PMID: 17035532

102. Borgegard T, Jureus A, Olsson F, Rosqvist S, Sabirsh A, Rotticci D, et al. First and second generation
gamma-secretase modulators (GSMs) modulate Abeta production through different mechanisms.
Journal of Biological Chemistry. 2012.

103. Rogers K, Felsenstein KM, Hrdlicka L, Tu Z, Albayya F, LeeW, et al. Modulation of gamma-secretase
by EVP-0015962 reduces amyloid deposition and behavioral deficits in Tg2576mice. Mol Neurodege-
ner. 2012; 7: 61. doi: 10.1186/1750-1326-7-61 PMID: 23249765

GSI Impairs Axonal Transport and Induces Neuronal Dysfunction

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0118379 February 24, 2015 24 / 24

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11520933
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0080571
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0080571
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24224055
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/bi400377p
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23614767
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1465147
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/2047-9158-1-14
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23210531
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16536739
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15731448
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11709151
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10322116
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/hmg/ddr381
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/hmg/ddr381
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21873260
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbadis.2011.01.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbadis.2011.01.007
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21241801
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16717129
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17035532
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1750-1326-7-61
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23249765


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




