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EDITORIAL

This issue, while interdisciplinary in nature and therefore
including contributions on a number of different topics, is nevertheless
bound together by UFAHAMU's ongoing and committed inquiry into
all facets of the struggle for African liberation. Asamenew G. W.
Gebeyehu's "Background to the Crisis in Ethiopia, Part Two: The Post-
Monarchy Predicament" is the follow-up to "Part One: The Imperial
Heritage" in the last issue (Volume XVIII, No. 1). Gebeyehu's
questioning of the results of the 1974 "revolution" (the quotation marks
are his) forces us to seriously confront and perhaps rethink what is
connoted by the term "revolution," both in this specific instance and
more generally, in regard to what true progressive political and social
change needs to entail.

The scope of "Structural Changes and Strategic Priorities in
African Economic Development” by Tang Yuhua is literally sweeping;
whether such a large-scale consideration can be effective in regard to
specific local contingencies, Yuhua's observations shed light on some
recent developments in the field of economics which take on an even
greater urgency in light of the U, S.-instigated and -led Gulf War and its
aftermath. Some of the implications of this crisis—militarily over but
still largely unresolved—are examined by Angaluki Muaka in his article
"The Gulf Crisis and Its Implications for Africa."

The interconnectedness between such "real-life politics” and
artistic expression is exemplified in the life and work of Ngugi wa
Thiong'o. In this issue we are fortunate to have an interview with
Ngugi, conducted in November 1990 by William Acworth, in which he
discusses his involvement with the Kenyan political organization
Mwakenya, accompanied by two analyses of Ngugi's political
engagement as expressed in his literature: "The Historical Imperative in
African Activist Literature" by Alamin Mazrui and Lupenga Mphande,
and "National and Revolutionary Consciousness: Two Phases of
Ngugi's Artistic Praxis" by P. A. Aborisade.

Finally, a number of thanks are in order. First to Ahmed
Nassef, who unfortunately had to leave UFAHAMU much too early,
our heartfelt gratitude for the time and energy he gave during his tenure
as editor, and best wishes for his continued success in his many
endeavors. And secondly, many thanks to all the current members of
the editorial board, without whose blood and sweat (fortunately tears
were not called for) this issue would have been even more delayed than
it already is. The one name designated as "editor" belies the fact that
this issue was truly a collective endeavor. Asanteni sana nyote.

Joyce E. Boss





