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Seve ra l  La t i no  t r an smig ran t  g roups ,
pa r t i cu l a r ly Mex icano  immig ran t s  who
sus t a in  c lo se  t i e s  t o  t he i r  home land ,  have
been  l i v ing  “ t r ansna t i ona l l y”  fo r  decades .
Fo r  t he  pa s t  t h r ee  yea r s  ( 2000 -2003 ) ,  I  have
worked  c lo se ly  w i th  a  sma l l  g roup  o f  s econd -
gene ra t i on Mex icana  you th  ( ages  13 -16 )
whose  f ami l i e s  ma in t a in  c lo se  t i e s  t o  t he i r
pa ren t s ’  na ta l
communi t i e s
i n  J a l i s co ,
Méx ico .   Fo r
many  o f  t he
immigran t
member s  i n
these
communi t i e s ,
su s t a ined
t r ansna t i ona l i sm  and  r e tu rn  v i s i t s  cons t i t u t e  a
way  t o  t empe r  t he  U .S . ’s  sub t r ac t i ve  p roce s s
o f  a s s imi l a t i on .   I n  add i t i on ,  t he  t r an sna t i ona l
s o c i a l  s p ac e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  yo u n g  wo m e n
pa r t i c i pa t e  o f f e r  a  r i ch  s e t t i ng  t o  c l o se ly
examine  gende r  r o l e s  and  nego t i a t i on ;  t he
concep t s  o f  “ f ami ly, ”  “d i s c ip l i ne , ”  and
“ f r eedom” ;  a s  we l l  a s  t he  “ funds  o f
knowledge”  o f  t r an sna t i ona l  f ami l i e s  and
the i r  a ccompany ing  i nv i s i b i l i t y  i n  f o rma l
schoo l ing  p roces se s .

I n  t h i s  s t udy,  I  t ake  a  c l o se  l ook  a t  wha t
i t  means  t o  come  o f  age  a s  s econd -gene ra t i on
Mex icanas  engaged  i n  t r ansna t i ona l i sm—wi th
a  pa r t i cu l a r  emphas i s  on  t he  ro l e  o f  f ami ly,
gende r,  and  p l ace .  The  f i nd ings  demons t r a t e
how f ami l i a l ,  soc i a l ,  r e l i g ious  p r ac t i c e s
in t e r s ec t  w i th  bo th  gende r  and  t he  t r an s -
na t i ona l  soc i a l  space ,  shap ing  bo th  pa r en t i ng
s t r a t eg i e s  and  t he  young  women’s  l i ve s .
Th rough  t h i s  work ,  bo th  educa to r s  and  t he
po l i cymak ing  sphe re  can  come  to  unde r s t and
how immig ran t  ch i l d r en  i n  ou r  pub l i c  s choo l s
a r e  r e ach ing  beyond  t he  l oca l  and  fo rg ing
re l a t i onsh ip s  on  a  b roade r,  g loba l  s ca l e .
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I n  t h e  U S  t o d a y,  c h i l d r e n  o f  i m m i g r a n t s
c o m p r i s e  t h e  f a s t e s t - g r o w i n g  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e
u n d e r- e i g h t e e n  p o p u l a t i o n — o n e  o u t  o f  e v e r y
f i v e  c h i l d r e n  i s  t h e  c h i l d  o f  i m m i g r a n t s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y,  t h e  f a s t e s t  g r o w i n g  g r o u p  o f
c h i l d r e n  i n  U . S .  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i s  L a t i n o ;
o v e r  6 0 %  o f  t h e s e  L a t i n o  c h i l d r e n  a r e  o f
i m m i g r a n t  s t o c k .

 Immig ra t i on  t oday  and  t he  “new”
second  gene ra t i on  a r e  i nc r ea s ing ly  pa r t  o f
b roade r  p roce s se s  t ha t  a r e  o f t en  l e f t  ou t  o f
d i s cus s ions  on  pub l i c  s choo l i ng .   Wha t  many
educa to r s  do  no t  r e a l i z e  i s  t ha t  g loba l i z a t i on
and  i t s  mac ro - s t ruc tu r a l  f o r ce s  have  changed
the  p l ace s  and  modes  o f  i nco rpo ra t i on  fo r
many  r ecen t  immig ran t s  a f f ec t i ng  t he
demograph i c s  o f  many  s choo l  d i s t r i c t s .

I n  add i t i on ,  immig ra t i on  i n  t he  con t ex t
o f  g loba l i za t i on  means  t ha t  immig ran t s  c an
po t en t i a l l y  l i ve  t r an sna t i ona l l y  w i thou t
hav ing  t o  s eve r  t i e s  t o  t he i r  coun t r i e s  o f

o r i g in .  I  u se
the  no t i on  o f
transnationalism
to  r e f e r  t o  a
soc i a l  p roces s ,
i n  wh ich
t r ansmig ran t s
deve lop  and
ma in t a in

“mul t i p l e  r e l a t i ons”—fami l i a l ,  e conomic ,
soc i a l ,  o rgan i za t i ona l ,  r e l i g ious ,  e t c .—acros s
two  o r  more  soc i e t i e s .   Un l i ke  many  Eu ropean
immig ran t s  who  came  t o  t he  US  a t  t he  t u rn  o f
t he  cen tu ry,  immig ran t s  t oday  a r e  ab l e  t o
ca r ry  ou t  t r an sna t i ona l  l i ve s  because  o f
“ sho r t e r ”  d i s t ance s  be tween  t he  US  and  t he i r
na t a l  communi t i e s .

Whi l e  t he  geog raph i c  space  r ema ins  t he
same  be tween  immig ran t - s end ing  coun t r i e s
and  t he  US ,  t e l ecommunica t i ons ,  a i rp l ane
t r anspo r t a t i on ,  money -wi r ing  s e rv i ce s ,
improvemen t s  i n  ba s i c  i n f r a s t ruc tu r e  i n  home
coun t r i e s  g r ea t l y  r educe  t he  t ime  and  space
be tween  immig ran t s  and  f ami ly  back  home .

Pat r i c ia  Sánchez w a s  a  M i n i - g r a n t  r e c i p i e n t  i n
Sp r ing  2001 .
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