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UC Berkeley Field School in Oakland's Fruitvale District: ARCHAEOLOGICAL
Community Archaeology for a New Generation of Professionals RESEARCH

N.Tripcevich, S. Kansa, M. Reifschneider, B.Tung, R.S. Byram & C.A. Hastorf * ARF « UC Berkeley Contact: arf-labs@berkeley.edu, http://arf.berkeley.edu ‘ FACILITY ]%Englgglq?y
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The 2022 UC Berkeley Archaeological Research Facility Field School
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Students using GSSI 350Mhz Hyperstacking GPR with S. Byram . . i . . :
g P g y Sanborn footprints, GPR, and site grid e There is a need for field schools accessible to underrepresented groups.

N e Benefits of archaeology for community engagement and outreach
? “a i e Methods and presentation focused on pedagogical rather than research

1965 California Aerial Survey 2021 Bing Imagery M et h O d S goals

e Full range of training/skills
The Peralta Hacienda Historical Park boundary is shown in green, the GPR survey 9 . tg . ith in-h h logical : t
area in orange, and the excavation blocks in blue. © pre-excavation training witn IN-nouse archaeological equipmen

o post excavation processing
o field and lab-based data collection
o excavation workshops on analysis and interpretation

Investigations began with archival research and GIS layer development,
followed by community interviews, ground-penetrating radar survey,
precision GPS and excavation techniques including feature
documentation and stratigraphic analysis. GPR and archival map
research were used to locate features including a refuse pit with an
extensive household assemblage comprised of domestic mercantile, . | o
botanical and faunal material. On-campus lab analysis followed, with CEAPEES © e,
guest lectures and training in a wide range of techniques. Their | el 7 A iy A W
experience in many aspects of archaeological field and lab methods left Cams —d i~ Wl ~ ¢ WL e
students well prepared for professional work and/or graduate school. "l S =
Research findings are being incorporated into exhibits and presentations
at the community historical park, which serves local schools and other
organizations as well as the general public.
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aily workshops focused on analysis of faunal
remains, glass, ceramics, lithics, and plants, as well as data entry,
e - cleaning, analysis, and visualization.

In the Lab: D

Geospatial Training
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_ _ . In the Field: Students mapped and excavated mid-20th century houses and
The field school incorporated both traditional (map and compass) and undertook initial sorting of materials in the field at the Peralta Hacienda

digital mapping methods. Students gained several weeks of experience in Historical Park
both QGIS and ESRI Arc products as they participated in project planning,
gathering data from primary sources, and overlaying different datasets.

Field school students taking part in post-
excavation workshops back at UC Berkeley.
Clockwise from top left: flotation to recover
organic remains, zooarchaeological analysis
at the Bear Bones Lab, and sorting trays of
excavated materials in ARF’s Organics Lab.

These data sets included:

e Lidar topography and historical maps

e georeferencing Sanborn fire insurance maps, subsequently linked to
1950 Census data tables

GPR survey of potential test unit locations

interpretation of the GPR slice maps for possible testing

RTK GNSS mapping of modern and subsurface features

Total station mapping of units
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Find out more about the 2022 ARF Field School here:
http://arf.berkeley.edu/arf-field-school

Students shared final presentations with the Peralta Hacienda Historical
Park community organizing their data in ArcGIS Online and ESRI
StoryMaps.
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