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St. Louis Reds

for chamber orchestra

Commissioned by the Sheldon Concert Hall with funding
from the Sinquefield Charitable Foundation

Premiered by Alarm Will Sound to celebrate the
250" anniversary of the founding of St. Louis

Stefan Freund
(2012/2014)



Stefan Freund
(b. 1974)

St. Louis Reds

for chamber orchestra

Instrumentation
Flute/Piccolo Bongos
Oboe Marimba
Bb Clarinet 1 Piano
Bb Clarinet 2
Bassoon Violin I

Violin I1
F Horn Viola
C Trumpet Violoncello
Trombone Double Bass

Duration: ca. 5°30”

Program Note

About 100 years ago fellow Memphian W.C. Handy wrote St. Louis Blues. To celebrate the 100th
anniversary of St. Louis’s Sheldon Concert Hall I wrote a tribute to his seminal work entitled Sz.
Louis Reds. The piece takes figures and harmonies from the original and transforms them into a
short, fast, flashy work. References to the dark tango-like opening of the original, sped-up
versions of bluesy licks, and Handy's powerful cadential figure are prominent. References to
Missouri music legends Scott Joplin and Chuck Berry are also present.

St. Louis Reds was originally commissioned by the Sheldon for string quartet. This arrangement
was also commissioned by the Sheldon and was premiered by Alarm Will Sound for the 250"
anniversary of the founding of St. Louis. The original string parts are left intact, but rather than
function as an accompaniment, the other members of the ensemble share all of the material,
resulting in an orchestrational explosion of the original work.



Stefan Freund
(2012/2014)

St. Louis Reds

Arranged for Alarm Will Sound
for the Sheldon's STL 250 Concert
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