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afahama-n. ISwahWI underslandlng

UJahamu, UCLA's multidisciplinary Afric3nist
studentjoumal, seeks contributions that challenge broadly
accepted conceptualizations of African studies. Since
1970, Ufahamu has maintained its original vision of
creating a forum for protest against the increasingly
western-dominated and exclusionary African Studies
establishment. The journal continues to publish the work
of those marginalized by the academic press-Africans,
people ofAfrican descent, students, and non-academics.
Together with our readers and contributors. we reaffirm
our commitment to create intellectual linkages and feature
current critical views.
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Editors' Introduction

An Open Letter toAlI Ufaharnu Subscribers and Supporters;

It has been 35 years since Ufahamu began publishing
at UCLA thanks to the aspirations of a small group of
motivated UCLA graduate students. From those humble
beginnings, thejournal has touched the lives ofthousands of
scholars, activists, and artists. Throughout its existence,
Ufahamu has faced countless challenges, many of them
serious, to its ability to publish. But thanks to the impressive
efforts ofgenerations ofgraduate students at UCLA, we have
persevered.

This past year, Ufahamu once again faced a mortal
threat to its existence when the James S. Coleman African
Studies Center--Qlrr longtime home--cut financial support
for the journal from its annual budget. With the loss of the
majority of our financial support, we were forced to make
some very difficult choices, including whether we should
close the doors on our beloved journal. Faced with such an
overwhelming challenge, the Ufahamu community
responded forcefully, and with the help of a small group of
dedicated supporters, we have found a way to not only
continue publishing, but also restructure the journal to make
it more independent and better capable ofdealing with such
challenges in the future.

The result, as we hope you can see from our current
issue, is a better Ufahamu. With more hands on deck due to
the restructuring of the managerial positions, we are able to
produce a superior journal that respects the legacy of
Ufahamu while improving the overall quality ofthejournal.
We are confident that the changes we have made will allow
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EDITORIAL 9

us to maintain the highest standards while publishing
Ufahamu in a timely manner. We thank you for all your
support and patience throughout this difficult period.

In this issue, we present a selection of insightful
pieces that maintain the quality that you have come to expect
from Ufahamu. We kick things off with a special interview
with noted Zanzibari author Abdulrazak Gumah conducted
by UCLA's own Emad Minnatohori. Continuing UJahamu's
tradition of examining Africa as well as the Diaspora,
Chinyere Osuji presents the results ofber study of the lives
ofAfrican immigrants in present-day Spain. We follow this
with adiscussion by lsiaka SadnlUs on the impact ofwomen
on political parties in Nigeria. Ayobami Kehinde discusses
the work of Daniel Defoe as reimagined by J. M. Coetzee,
arguing that Coetzee poses a fundamental post-colonial
challenge to the Western literary canon. And fmally, Paulo
Granjo explores the role of"bridewealth" in contemporary
Mozambican society.

Sincerely,
Kim Vi Dionne
Zachariah Mampilly
Co--Editors·in-Chief
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