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NEWSLETTER

VorumEe 11, Numser 1

TheGrowingAchievement Gap for California’sEnglish Learners

CI ifornia’sschool accountability systemreliesprimarily
on asingle norm-referenced test: the ninth edition of
he Stanford Achievement Test (SAT9), which is
administered each spring to studentsin grades 2 through 11,
including al English learners. The state uses changesin SAT9
scores to reward and sanction schools as well as to track
student progress. Local newspapers report changes for
individual schools, praising schoolsthat raisetheir test scores
and criticizing those that don’t. Changesin SAT9 scoresfor
English learners have a so been used by the mediaas evidence
that Proposition 227, which drastically curtailed bilingual
programs, hasimproved their achievement. For example, an
August 2001 story in the New York Times, which was cited
in 25 other major U.S. newspapers, reported that as a result
of the state’s “cold bath” approach to instruction in English,
English learners“areimproving in reading and other subjects
at often striking rates.”

Thereare several problemswith using test scoresof English
learners to gauge their academic progress and to evaluate
the effectiveness of educational reforms. The most serious
problem is that testing students in alanguage in which they
are not yet proficient provides neither a valid nor a useful
indication of their subject matter knowledge. Accordingtoa
recent report on high-stakestesting by the National Academy
of Sciences, “when studentsare not proficient in thelanguage
of the assessment (English), their scores on atest in English
will not accurately reflect their knowledge of the subject being
assessed.” Moreover, any test administered IN English, isto
some extent atest OF English. Asaresult, positive changes
in test scores over time can give the inaccurate impression
that students have gained subject matter knowledgewhen, in
fact, they may have simply gained proficiency in English.

Another problem is that positive changes in test scores of
English learners at the same grade level over time can distort
the progress of these studentsrel ative to English-only students
over time. For example, an August 2001 press release from
the California State Department of Education reported that
reading test scores for 2nd graders increased by 11 percent

between 1998 and 2001. This statement wasbased on figures
that show the percent of students scoring at or above the
50th percentile increased from 40 to 51 over this period (see
Tablel).

Tablel
Percent of all California Studentsin Grades2-5 Scoring at or
abovethe 50" Percentilein SAT9 Reading, 1998-2001

Grade 1998 1999 2000 2001 Grade-level Cohort

Gan Gan
2 40 44 49 51 1
3 38 41 44 46 8
4 40 41 45 47 7
5 41 42 44 45 4 5

SOURCE: California Department of Education (2001), Press Release,
Retrieved February 10, 2002 from: http://www.cde.ca.gov/news/
releases2001/rel45.asp

Research has shown that annual test scores are highly
volatileand thus provide an inaccurate measure of the progress
that schools make in raising student achievement. A more
stable and suitable method is to compare the progress of a
particular cohort of students over time. The same state test
score data that showed an 11 percent increase in grade 2
reading scores (actually it was an 11 percentage point
increase), also showed that the percent of students in the
grade 2 cohort who scored above the 50th percentilein reading
increased amore modest 5 percentage points, from 40 percent
in1998t045in 2001 (Table1).

Using this same method, we examined the changein reading
and math test scoresfor successive cohortsof Englishlearners,
former English learners who were reclassified as Fluent
English Proficient (R-FEP), and English-only students between
1999 and 2001 (data were not available for 1998).
Weincluded R-FEP students because, over time, anincreasing
number of English learners become proficient in English and
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SOURCE: Data retrieved February 7, 2002 from: http://www.eddataonline.convstar/

Finally, studies of several
state-wide testing programs
have found that scores on
standardized tests can be
expected to increase for all
studentsfor several yearsafter
theinitial launch of anew test
because students perform
better as schools and teachers
begin to adapt to and prepare
for thetest. Indeed, Cdlifornia
test scores seem to be
following this pattern—the
largest increases appeared
immediately after thetest was
introduced and have since
flattened out. California aso
introduced a number of
statewide reforms during this
period, including class size
reduction in the Ilower
elementary grades. Thus, itis

are reclassified as fluent English speakers. Therefore the
number of English learners tends to decrease among older
grade cohorts while the number of R-FEP students tends to
increase.

The results reveal that English-only students made
substantially moreimprovement in both reading and math than
Englishlearnersover thelast threeyears. Intermsof reading,
for example, English-only studentsenrolledin grades 2 through
5 in 1999 improved their reading test scores by 4 to 5
percentage pointsrelative to the national average over athree
year period, while English learners’ reading scores declined
for students in grades 2 and 3, stayed even for students in
grade 4, and improved by only 1 percentage point for students
inthegrade 5 cohort (Figure 1). Reclassified studentsdidn’t
do any better. The grade 7 and grade 8 cohorts among all
three language groups showed substantial declinesin reading
scores over the three year period, with reclassified students
showing even greater declinesthan English-only students, but
English learners showing only modest declines. Math scores
showed similar changes.

A more fundamental problem in Californiais the absence
of a valid system of accountability to chart the academic
progress of these students. Some English learners come to
the USasimmigrantswith already well-devel oped academic
skills, others come from far less advantaged backgrounds
either inthe US or abroad. It isimportant to know the skills
that English learnersbring to school inorder totailor instruction
to their needs, and it isimportant to assess them in a manner
that allows us to measure their progressin both English and
in academic subjects.

hard to know what accounts
for theinitial risein California’s test scores since the SAT9
was launched in 1998.

Whatever thereasonsbehind California’sincreasesin SAT9
scores, the improvements do not seem to be benefiting all
studentsequally. In particular, English learnersdo not appear
to be showing the same improvements in test scores as
studentsfrom English-only backgrounds. In other words, the
evidence suggeststhat the achievement gap between English
learners and English-only students, contrary to public
pronouncements, iswidening.

— Patricia Gandara and Russell W. Rumber ger

UC LMRI Awards 2002 Research Grants

TheUC LMRI Faculty Steering Committee awarded seven
research grants in four program areas for 2002-03 totaling
$157,643. Thefirst program funded two Individual Research
Grants totaling $49,944. The second program funded three
Dissertation Research Grantstotaling $32,699. Thethird pro-
gram funded one Collaborative Research Grant for $50,000.
The fourth program funded one Teacher Research Grant to-
taling $25,000.

Following are the abstracts submitted by the funded grant-
ees (some have been edited for length due to space consider-
ations).
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DisserTATION GRANTS

Second LanguageL iteracy and I dentity For mation
onthelnternet: The Caseof Chinesel mmigrant
Youth IntheUS
WAaN SHuN Eva Lam, UC BERKELEY

Thisdissertation investigatesthekindsof literacy and identity
practicesthat are constructed on the Internet among Chinese
immigrant youth in the United States who are in the process
of learning English asasecond language. Through participant
observation, in-depth interviews, and discourse analysis of the
electronic documents produced by adolescent Chinese
immigrantswho communicate in English with their overseas
peers via homepages, on-line chat, and electronic mail, |
examinethe social and material contextsfor second language
reading and writing, and the relation between identity and
literacy development in networked computer environments.
The many and varied opportunities for ESL learners to
voluntarily engagein literacy experienceson the Internet have
not been the subject of in-depth educational research. The
aim of this project, therefore, is to explore how second
language literacy is related to the discursive construction of
identity aswriting entersthe electronic age and new forms of
social networking emerge through Web-based
communication.

Literacy LearningInA Bilingual Classroom For
Deaf Sudents
Y AEL BieEDERMAN, UC BERKELEY

This study examines the processes by which deaf students
inabilingual program use sign language, their first language,
tolearnto read and writein asecond language. Documenting
and understanding the strategies deaf studentsemploy tolearn
a written language through a visual-gestural language, will
provideinsightsinto thislittle understood areaand will inform
the development of effective teaching practices. Data are
collected and analyzed using methods of ethnographic field
research. Students from aclassroom at a bilingual school for
the deaf in New Zealand are observed and videotaped three
times per week engaginginliteracy activities. The duration of
the study is one school year. Students are also observed at
home using sign language and written language with their
families. Additionally, parents and teaching staff are
interviewed to discuss deaf children’s language and literacy
learning. By studying deaf children’sinteraction with printin
the classroom and home settings, | hopeto highlight thediverse
ways that deaf children use sign language to become readers
and writers. This in-depth ethnography of the everyday
enactment of bilingual education for deaf studentscan provide
new insights into deaf children’s literacy learning and help
improve historically low educational outcomes.
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Predictorsof English Reading Comprehension
Abilitiesin Native Spanish-speaking Children: The
Roleof Lower Order Cognitive Skills
GAYANE MEscHYAN, UC SanTA BARBARA

Language minority students are more likely to lag behind
their monolingual English-speaking peers on measures of
reading comprehension skills. Good reading skills are
necessary for academic success and for maintaining students
motivation in academic pursuits. Hence, we may conclude
that language minority children are at greater risk for poor
academic performance and higher drop out rates. Native
Spanish-speaking children comprise the largest language
minority group. The purpose of the present study isto identify
the predictors of English reading comprehension successin
native Spanish-speaking fourth and fifth graders. In addition,
it investigatesthe rel ationship between these children’snative
(Spanish) and second (English) language skills. The study uses
confirmatory factor analysisand structural equation modeling
to address these issues. The results of this study have the
potential to make important theoretical contributions to the
second language acquisition literature, while making practical
contributions to how native Spanish-speaking children are
taught English language reading skills.

CoLLABORATIVE GRANTS

RelationshipsAmong L iteracy and Cognitive
Functioning M easur esin M onolingual and Bilingual
Children at or not at Risk for L ear ning Disabilities
H. Lee SwansoN, UC RIVERSIDE
AND
MicHAEL GERBER, UCSB

This study addresses two theoretical issues: (1) whether
the performance of monolingual and bilingual children at risk
for learning disabilities share a common phonological core
problem and (2) whether various|levels of cognitive processes
related to literacy operate within the child’'s primary language
or reflect operations within the second language system. The
sampleincludes monolingual and bilingual children at or not at
risk for learning disabilities. The proposed researchisafollow-
up study of approximately 120 first grade children tested
individually and in small groups on abattery of cognitive and
literacy measure. Follow-up testing on individual and group
measures are proposed for grades 2 and 3. The proposal has
three purposes: (1) evaluate the stability of cognitive
processing, literacy, and classification measuresin monolingual
and bilingual childrenwho areat risk for learning disabilities;
(2) evaluate the psychometric properties of the cognitive and
classification measures; and (3) measure growth in cognition
and literacy performance. Thefindingsof thisstudy havedirect
application to the accurate identification of children at risk for
learning disabilitiesfor samplesthat vary in Spanish and English
proficiency.
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A Collabor ative Partnership: An Investigation of the
Effectsof mplementation of Bilingual Cultural
Pedagogy and Authentic Assessment on Deaf
Children'sLiteracy, Year 2

Tom HumpHRIES, UC San Dieco

In the second year of this investigation, we seek to
strengthen the established partnership among elementary
administrators and teachers of deaf and hard of hearing
children acrossthreelocal public school districtsin San Diego
County, and California School for the Deaf, Riverside with
educator-researchers from the University of California, San
Diego Teacher Education Program. The teachers,
administrators and educator-researchers will collaborate,
investigate and share findings with each other about the
implementation and effects of bilingual cultural pedagogy and
authentic assessment on deaf children’sliteracy performance.

The goals of the project are: (1) to strengthen the existing
community of educator-researchersincluding practitionersand
UCSD Teacher Education faculty; (2) to build the capacity
of teacher leadership at each represented school site and
ensure administrative support and understanding; (3) to study
the effects of how bilingual/cultural pedagogy joined with an
authentic assessment furthers the literacy achievement of
deaf and hard of hearing children; and (4) to describe for a
wider audience teaching practices that improve literacy
achievement for deaf and hard of hearing children by
presenting at local, state and national conferences.

INDIVIDUAL GRANTS

Explanatory M odelsof Mental Health Problems
Among Cambodian Children and Parents
Tamara DaLey, UCLA

Child mental health hasincreasingly gained recognition asa
critical areaof national focus, with 15-20% of childrenin the
United States estimated to experience an emotional, behaviora
or developmental disorder. Children of refugeesareat an even
greater risk than the general population. In addition to high
rates of poverty, these linguistic minority children also must
attempt to maintain and balance multiple cultures, a process
that often leads to intergenerational conflicts, acculturative
stress, and parent-child role conflicts (Evans & Lee, 1998).

A primary goal of thisstudy isto examinethe communication
between Cambodian mothersand children asit relatesto their
explanations of mental health problems, both among children
who have been referred for mental health services and those
who have not. Approximately 80 mother-child pairs will be
interviewed in their homesusing asemi-structured tool called
the EMIC, and the data obtained from this measure will be
used in conjunction with information about language use,
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openness of communication, and presence of symptoms to
provide an initial understanding of the relationship between
these factors. It is hoped that the results of this study will be
of specific useinfacilitating mental health servicesand policy
within the Long Beach Unified School Didtrict, adistrict serving
the largest community of Cambodian refugees in the United
States.

TheRoleof Parent and Sudent Perceptionsin the
Educational Achievement of LanguageMinority
Sudents: A QualitativeApproach
Ross ParkE, UC RIVERSIDE

The goal of the project isto gain a better understanding of
the antecedents of educational attainment in Mexican
American students. We propose to collect supplemental
gualitative dataon 8th grade Mexican American students and
their parentswho are participating in an ongoing longitudinal
study of economic stress. We will examine possible
discrepancies between parent and child values and the role of
student perceptions of their school’s appreciation of cultural
diversity, with special attention to attitudes toward language
minority students. The proposed project will expand ongoing
guantitative data collection with qualitative datato illuminate
some of the processes accounting for variability in the
educational outcomes of Mexican American students and
provide guidelines for social policy and preventative
intervention efforts on behalf Mexican American students.

DisserTATION GRANT REPORT

Linguisticand CommunicativeAspectsof American
Sign L anguage Development
Revna BeTH LINDERT, UC BERKELEY

With the establishment of bilingual education programsfor
deaf children in the United States, an increasing number of
hearing parentsarelearning American Sign Language (ASL).
This study begins characterizing the language used by this
new, unique, and understudied population. Five deaf children
(ages 2 through 4 at the start of the project) and their mothers
(three hearing, two deaf late-learners of ASL) engaged in
two tasks designed to elicit production of ASL “classifiers’
and comprehension of ASL spatial descriptions. The children
also engaged in these tasks with a native ASL-using deaf
adult.

Quantitative results for maternal production indicate, for
example, that hearing and deaf mothers use “classifiers’ to a
asimilar degree, although the deaf mothers produce a larger
variety of “classifiers’ than do the hearing mothers. Qualitative
analyses of the errors produced by hearing and deaf mothers
provide an in depth understanding of the process by which
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complex ASL morphology is learned and used in novel
contexts. These findings indicate that hearing mothers (like
deaf mothers) areableto uselinguistically complex ASL signs
(i.e., “classifiers”) when communicating with their deaf
children.

Resultsin terms of children’s comprehension indicate that
children understand objects named in spatial descriptions at
least half of thetime; they have more difficulty comprehending
descriptions of relationships between objects. Thisisespecidly
truefor children from hearing familieswhen engaging in the
task with their mothers. These findings indicate that deaf
children are capable of comprehending non-fluent parental
input; however, they are better able to understand some
messages when provided by afluent signer.

Finally, intermsof the children’s production of “ classifiers’,
guantitative resultsindicate, for example, that al children are
abletouse“classifiers’. However, older children producethese
forms more frequently than younger children. Qualitative
analyses of the children’s patterns of response and
unconventional forms provide an indication of the processes
by which complex ASL morphology is acquired and used.
These findings indicate that children from deaf and hearing
families can use complex ASL signs appropriately, although
with varying degrees of conventionality and frequency.

UCSB SuvaLL ReseaRcH GRANT REPORT

The English-only Movement: A Communication
Analysis of Changing Linguistic Vitality
HowaRrD GiLEs, UC SANTA BARBARA
AND
VALERIE ELIZABETH BARKER, SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY

The considerable growth in language minority popul ations
in recent years has been matched by an increasein language
policies encapsul ated by the English-only movement. Using
vitality theory as a framework, this three-part study
investigated if support for English-only policiesamong Anglos
is related to growing Latino group vitality (salience in the
population, socia institutions, and increased power/status) and
the presence of Spanish in thelinguistic landscape. The study
investigated these issues on three different populations:
members of the general population in Santa Barbara, and two
samplesof undergraduates from the University of California,
Santa Barbara. As predicted, Anglo-Americans’ perceptions
of a growing Latino vitality (e.g., increasing demographic
presence) together with adecreasing Anglo vitality, astrong
within-group language identity, and feeling “completely
American” were related to both support for English-only
policiesand (to alesser extent) socia limitationsonimmigrants.
Contrary to expectations, less contact with Spanish in the
linguistic landscape was associated with greater support for

English-only policies. Older participantswere much morelikely
to support English-only polices, whilethosewith ahigher level
of education and those of professional statuswere lesslikely
to support such policies.

NEW! ProposiTioN 227 Pace on LM RI WEBSITE

In June 1998, the voters of Californiapassed Proposition 227.
Because of thewidespread interest in thisissue and itsobvious
relevance to the schooling of English learners, both in
Cadlifornia and elsewhere, we have created a web page
(http://mww.Imri.ucsb.edu/prop227) to provide up-to-date
information on this topic. The information is divided into
three categories:

* Research (information based on the analysis of data

with no judgment about the quality of dataor analysis)
e Commentary (discussion and opinions)
* Related Links

NEW! UC LMRI Posrpoc

Start September 2002! See our web site for further details.
(http: //www.Imri.ucsb.edu)

UC LMRI’s 15th
Annual Conference

RETHINKING THE TEACHING
PROFESSION FOR ENGLISH L EARNERS

May 3-4, 2002 * Berkeley, CA

Featuring Keynote Speakers.
Lily Wong Fillmore, UC Berkeley
and
GuadalupeValdés, Sanford Univer sity

Sessonson:
» Professond Development for Teachersof English
Learners

» TeachersasResearchers

» Literacy Development of English Learners

»  Promoting Content AreaLearningin English
Learners

* PeerInteractionsand Language Use

REGISTER ON-LINE NOW!
www.lmri.ucsh.edu
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Assistant EsperanzaMartinez SUSSB'I' V\( LT [0 R — -F;--bllf_dgtf?f-i n-gc:?itef
tOOk over in December 2001 for EVErlY LEANEY ....oevvviiiieiiiiienrei s uplications 1tor
Maria Zamora, who graduated UC LMRI Faculty Seering Committee
from UCSB and isnow working
at Ohlone College. AdEIDEIO AGUIMTE JF ovvvvvvvvvvvvvvvevvvssssssssssssinsns UC Riverside
Bornin the southeast state of Margarita AZmitia........ccooeeveeieeieieresereeesee e UC Santa Cruz
. , ) KIS GUEIEITEZ ...ttt UC LosAngeles
_M ichoacan, MQXICO, Esperan;a Carolyn Huie HOFStELter ..o UC Berkeley
is a double major a UCSB, iN| || PaUlALEVIN ......vvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee UC San Diego
Spanish and Latin American Bfirba_ra Merinp ................................................................... UC Davis
Studies. Her father, Ramon, was a farmworker in the Sﬁ,ﬁﬂ'ﬁ’ Psi,‘rr']if']gftto ----------------------------------------------- Sgsséastgrina;?ig
strawberry fields and her_mOther’_ Magdal ena, a_houselefe. RODINSCArCA ..o UC Irvine
Esperanza took classes in Mexico-U.S. Relations while ok
studying abroad at the U.N.A.M. in Mexico City and islooking| || Russell W. Rumberger (Director) ...............ccccc....... UC SantaBarbara
forward to acareer in International Relations after graduation Ea”itd ?\1 Gté”dar a(UC LMRI Education POL'Ji éy OfC?_ntEV )f"t.r.] - l—;}rc [?(?Vif
|n2002 ANE INOTO ... ICe O e Fresiaen
During her free time she enjoys writing and she'd like one UC LMRI Saff
day to publish a book. While at UC LMRI she hopesto fine
tune her computer skillswhile assisting the LMRI faculty and] || RUSSEH W. RUMDEIGN ....o..occovvriiivissirisissinsssivssonss -... Director
Valery N. RIVEA ...cooeeeereeesee e Management Services Officer
staff. Beverly Leaney .......ccocoevncieininicienns Publications Editor/Admin. Asst.
Steve MCGhEE .......covvveeieeecvie e Computer Systems Administrator
Esperanza Martinez ..o Student Assistant

University of California Non-Profit
Linguistic Minority Research Institute Organization
South Hall, Room 4722 US. ';(ADISDTAGE
Santa Barbara, CA 93106-3220 Santa Barbara, CA
Permit No. 104
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