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DENA BELZER

en Plan for the Bay Area
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they can begin to educate themselves about the prob-
lems we are facing and some of the real options they
have to start moving towards meaningful solutions.

This is especially true for local elected officials, who
often have to make decisions about future develop-
ment in the face of opposition from people wanting to
stop or minimize growth. While environmental protec-
tion is often used as the justification for blocking
growth, there are many instances in which this resis-
tance is as much or more about a dislike of change than
it is about the environment. Typically, the elected offi-
cials lack a solid vision for the future on which they can
base any decision as to whether the change will be
good or bad for the community, and their professional
staffs tend to get bogged down with trying to analyze
variables that may link to the ostensible reasons people
are protesting growth, but are not relevant to people’s
real concerns.

As a result, decisions are reached at an ad hoc manner,
with no real or comprehensive understanding of how
the future is truly being impacted. The Blueprint begins
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to address this problem by providing both a vision and
technical information that shows how to create policy
that is linked to a vision. This approach is more proac-
tive than traditional growth management strategies,
and allows communities to be smarter about their

future, even if they have less control over growth than
they would like.

Urban Ecology has been able to reach thousands of
people with both the Blueprint itself, and with the
approximately one-hundred talks on the Blueprint that
were given all over the Bay Area in the first year after
its publication. This educational process is a critical first
step in making any real changes in the way we think
about our communities as they evolve. Over the coming
years, the Blueprint will hopefully continue to provide a
framework that allows people with diverse perspectives
to identify their common areas of interest and begin to
take concrete steps towards finding a more sustainable
future for us all.

BELZER: A GREEN PLAN

Early in the book, the
structure of the Blue-
print is explained to pro-
vide maximum clarity.
This is one example of
how the Blueprint
assures a high level of
accessibility.






