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The Beautiful & The Good

for orchestra
commissioned by the San Francisco Chamber Orchestra and the BMI Foundation

Michael Gilbertson
(2018)

Duration: 9 minutes

2222/2220/timp/strings
(instrumentation matches Beethoven Symphony No. 6)

When Beethoven signed autographs and notebooks, he would often quote a phrase: “the beautiful and the
good,” drawn from a favorite enlightenment poem. The phrase became a sort of artistic mantra for Beethoven.
The fusing of those two elements, aesthetic beauty and a consciousness of humanity, is the inspiration for this

new work. The content of my piece draws from Beethoven’s compositional style, utilizing classical harmonic
progressions and voice leading, as well as motives and gestures common to his music.



o the beautiful & the good

Commissioned by the BMI Foundation and the San Francisco Chamber Orchestra, Michael Gilbertson

Benjamin Simon, music director
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