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I N T R O D U C T I O N
The older adult population in the United States aged 65 and older is expected to almost double between
2012 and 2050, from 43.1 million to 83.7 million. In 2017, there were 6,784 people aged 65 or older killed
in a trafc collision in the United States; this accounted or 18.3 percent o all trafc atalities, while the overall
population aged 65 or older accounts for 14.9 percent of people in the United States and 19.4 percent of
all licensed drivers in 2017. Caliornia has the largest number o licensed drivers aged 65 or older in the
nation with 4,251,349, or 15.9 percent o all licensed drivers in the state. As drivers age, physical and mental
changes including reduced visual acuity, increased ragility, restricted movement, and cognitive impairment
can directly and indirectly result in age-related driving impairments.

—Katherine L. Chen, Bor-Wen Tsai, Garrett Fortin, and Jill F. Cooper—
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C A L I F O R N I A  F A C T S

NATIONAL DATA

n Nearly seven thousand 6,784 people age 65
and older were atally injured in motor vehicle
crashes in 2017, a 22 percent increase from
2008. This is much higher than the one percent
decrease in total trafc atalities or all ages rom
2008 to 2017.

n In 2017, drivers age 65 and older had a lower
involvement rate in atal collisions (16.6 per
100,000 licensed drivers) than drivers age 16-64
(24.1 per 100,000 licensed drivers).

n In 2017, the rate of pedestrian deaths per
100,000 population was highest for adults aged
80-84.

n O drivers 65 and older who were involved in
atal crashes in 2017, eight percent were alcohol-
impaired, less than the 20 percent o all drivers
involved in atal crashes that were alcohol-
impaired. O alcohol-impaired drivers involved in
fatal crashes, 5.6 percent were 65 and older.

n In 2017, there were 585 people age 65 and older
killed in trafc collisions in Caliornia, which is a
13.7 percent decrease from 678 in 2016.

n Pedestrian fatalities aged 65 and older
decreased by 18.8 percent, rom 239 in 2016 to
194 in 2017.

Aging Road User Fatality Trends, Nationwide and
California, 2013-2017

Top Five Primary Collision Factors for Aging Road User
Fatal and Serious Injury Collisions, 2017

Fall 2019 (revised)

Source: FARS 2013-2016, FARS ARF 2017

Source: Provisional SWITRS 2017
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Funding or this programwasprovidedby agrant rom theCaliorniaOfceoTrafc Saety, through theNational
Highway Trafc Saety Administration.
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n In 2017, drivers age 65 and older had a lower
involvement rate in atal collisions (11.9 per
100,000 licensed drivers) than drivers age 16-64
(19.4 per 100,000 licensed drivers).

(continued)
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