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TRAFFIC SAFETY FACTS
Aging Road Users

—Katherine L. Chen, Bor-Wen Tsai, Garrett Fortin, and Jill F. Cooper—

INTRODUCTION

The older adult population in the United States aged 65 and older is expected to almost double between
2012 and 2050, from 43.1 million to 83.7 million. In 2017, there were 6,784 people aged 65 or older killed
in a traffic collision in the United States; this accounted for 18.3 percent of all traffic fatalities, while the overall
population aged 65 or older accounts for 14.9 percent of people in the United States and 19.4 percent of
all licensed drivers in 2017. California has the largest number of licensed drivers aged 65 or older in the
nation with 4,251,349, or 15.9 percent of all licensed drivers in the state. As drivers age, physical and mental
changes including reduced visual acuity, increased fragility, restricted movement, and cognitive impairment
can directly and indirectly result in age-related driving impairments.

CALIFORNIA FACTS

Aging Road User Fatality Trends, Nationwide and
California, 2013-2017

Nearly seven thousand 6,784 people age 65

and older were fatally injured in motor vehicle catfornia Netional
crashes in 2017, a 22 percent increase from
2008. This is much higher than the one percent s - (e 2%
decrease in total traffic fatalities for all ages from 5,716—5.7/
2008 to 2017. . rous
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In 2017, drivers age 65 and older had a lower P - 544 =
involvement rate in fatal collisions (16.6 per
100,000 licensed drivers) than drivers age 16-64 - .
(24.1 per 100,000 licensed drivers).
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In 2017, the rate of pedestrian deaths per ek 2 &k oL il
100,000 population was highest for adults aged Source: FARS 2013-2016, FARS ARF 2017

80-84.

Of drivers 65 and older who were involved in
fatal crashes in 2017, eight percent were alcohol-
impaired, less than the 20 percent of all drivers
involved in fatal crashes that were alcohol-
impaired. Of alcohol-impaired drivers involved in
fatal crashes, 5.6 percent were 65 and older.

Top Five Primary Collision Factors for Aging Road User
Fatal and Serious Injury Collisions, 2017

[Sample Size: 1,855 collisions]

Improper Turning 18.8%
Unsafe Speed 15.0%
Automobile Right of Way 12.6%
In 2017, there were 585 people age 65 and older
killed in traffic collisions in Caln‘orma, which is a Pedestrian Violation 11.9%
13.7 percent decrease from 678 in 2016.
Pedestrian Right of Way 10.7%

Pedestrian fatalities aged 65 and older . : . ‘
decreased by 18.8 percent, from 239 in 2016 to 0% 10% 20% 30%

194in 2017. Source: Provisional SWITRS 2017



(continued)

In 2017, drivers age 65 and older had a lower
involvement rate in fatal collisions (11.9 per
100,000 licensed drivers) than drivers age 16-64
(19.4 per 100,000 licensed drivers).
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Time of Day and Day of Week for Aging Road User Fatal
and Serious Injury Victims, 2017

[Sample Size: 1,855 collisions]

Venhicle/

Pedestrian 26.6%

Broadside 20.6%

Hit Object 15.7%

Rear End 10.8%

Head-On 9.9%

0% 10%
Source: FARS ARF 2017; Provisional SWITRS 2017
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Top Five Crash Types for Aging Road User Fatal and
Serious Injury Collisions, California, 2017
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dnight-3AM 8 2 2 6 6 3 13 [2.410%1
3-6AM 12 8 13 16 15 9 14 [4.867%]
69AM 25 3 3 2 25 33 21 o)

9AM-Noon 36 37 39 54 49 48 33 [,gf’;’%]
Noon-3PM 64 52 68 53 64 55 52 (21 %)
36PM| 59 60 ) 49 53 54 46 (295
69PM 41 32 55 4 53 7 37 T
'M-Midnight 23 17 19 21 2 18 28 [7‘.3?%]
Unknown 1 2 2 0 4 1 ! [o.g%]
TOTAL 269 253 291 282 292 262 245 1,894
(142%)  [134%) [154%) [149%) [(154%) [138% [129%) [1000%
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