
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
Recent Work

Title
Li4 AND THE EXCITED LEVELS OP He

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5676994b

Authors
Cerny, Joseph
Detraz, Claude
Pehl, Richard H.

Publication Date
1965-07-01

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5676994b
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


UCRL-16266 

University of California 

Ernest 0. 
Radiation 

Lawrence 
Laboratory 

Li 4 AND THE EXCITED LEVELS OF He 
4 

TWO-WEEK LOAN COPY 

This is a library Circulating Copy 
which may be borrowed for two weeks. 
For a personal retention copy. call 

Tech. Info. Dioision, Ext. 5545 

Berkeley, California 



DISCLAIMER 

This document was prepared as an account of work sponsored by the United States 
Government. While this document is believed to contain correct information, neither the 
United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor the Regents of the University of 
California, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or 
assumes any legal responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any 
information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not 
infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, 
process, or service by its trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not 
necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the 
United States Government or any agency thereof, or the Regents of the University of 
California. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or 
reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof or the Regents of the 
University of California. 



!_,o:v:rcr:ce Raciiation Laboratory 
Berkeley, California 

I 
4 

Li A...l\iD TaE ZXS ITED 
).j. 

LEVELS OF He . 

Joseph Cerny: Claude Detraz, .'3.nd Richm·d E. Pehl 

Ju.ly 1965 

L7C?L-l526C 

'' 



-1-

Li4 AND ·THE EXCITED LEVELS OF He
4
t 

' :j: 
Joseph Cerny, Claude Detraz , ·and Richard H. Pehl 

Department of Chemistry and.Lawrence Radiation Laboratory 
University of California 

Berkeley, California 

July 1965 

UCRL-16266 

There is a continuing interest in a characterization of such nuclei 

as H
4 

and Li
4

; in addition, a determination of the mass of either should aid 

4 in locating the lowest T = l state of He , which is the subject. of.consid-

erable current speculation. To accomplish this we have again1 utilized the 

technique of simultaneous observation of (p,t) and (p,He3 ) transitions to 

analog final states--here applied to the Li6(p,t)Li4 and Li6(p,He3)He4* 
. ' ' 

(T = l)'reactions. The iatter reaction and the Li7(p,a)He4 reaction·also 

4 allow the investigation of the T = 0 states of He • 

Some of the recent data concerning the two lowest excited states 

4 2-8 of He are summarized in Table I. Since state I (~20 MeV, probably O+, 

T = 0) lies just above the.p+t threshold at 19.81 MeV excitation .. and state 

I~ ( ::::22 MeV, probably 1~ or 2-, T = 0) ,,: above the n+He3 threshold at 20.58 

MeV, their exact nature is uncertain. Besides these two states, Vlasov and 

Samoilov suggest9 the possibility that the lowest T = l state lies at 24 or 
/'. 

25 MeV. This would require Li
4 

to be unbound'by 4.5 to 5.5 MeV. 

We have used 43.7 MeV protons,from the .. Berkeley 88-inch cyclotron to 

·induce (p,t) and (p)He3 ) reactions on Li6 an~ (p,a) reactions on Li7 . Tar-

gets of separated isotopes were used; the general experimental setup was 
' . l 

reported previously. · 
.. 

Figure l presents a ~:i. 6(p,t~Li4 spectrlun at 15 degrees. Such data, 

taken between 10 and 35 degrees in the laboratory, show a broad state Vhich 

(Though we shall denote this 
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peak as the Li
4 

ground state throughout this report, it is probably not a 

. single state. 10 ) The width of .the unbound Li4 state is 5.0 ± 0.5 MeV at 

all angles. Using this Li
4 

mass, a Coulomb calculation predicts that the 

4 
T = 1 excited state of He is located at approximately 22.5 MeV (±0.3 MeV). 

4 
Finally, one predicts that the analog H nucleus is also unbound--by about 

11 . 2.0 MeV. These masses directly confirm the negative results of previous 
. 4 4 ' 12 .. 

searches for the 13-decay of H or Li (see Imhof et al. ) . 

Figure 2 presents spectra from the Li
6

(p,He3 )He
4 

and Li7(p,a)He
4 

reactions. State I was observed in both of these reactions,: ·appearing at 

20.10 ± 0.15 MeV. If its O+ assignment is correct, the (p,He3 ) transition 

to this levei should correspond to an,angular momentum transfer of L = 0 

(or 2), while the (p,6:) transition would require L = 1 transfer. The 

angular distributions of Fig. 3a are in accord with these expectations and 

strongly support this o+ assignment. · First, the (p,He3) 

sentially identical to the Li6(p,He.3)He,4 g.s. transition 

transition is es-

and both appear 

to be fairly pure L = 0, according to our two-nucleon transfer systematics 

in the .light elements; 1 . and, second, the limited (p,a) data are consistent 

with the Li7(p,a)He4 g.s. transition which must have L = 1 transfer. 
. . 

It is apparent from Table I that large discrepancies exist in both 

the location and width of state II as reported from different experiments. 
4 ·.· ./ ; ' 

These fluctuations and the above Li results lead us to postulate that 

there are in fact at least two states near 22 MeV~ We expect one to be a 

T = 0 state with a width of about 1 MeV, clearly apparent in the work of 
2 . 

Parker et al. at 21.2 ± 0.2 MeV, and the other(s) to be the T = 1 state(s) 

4 
predicted from our Li mass to appear at 22.5 ± 0.3 MeV. An analysis of 

\ 

the data using the width1! given by 
1

Parker et al. for the prominent peak 

which appears. at 21.4 ± 0.25 MeV in the Li6(p,He3 )He4 spectra (Fig. 2a) 
I 

indicates the presence of an additional, somewhat smaller peak at 22.5 ± 

0.3 MeV. As expected, this new peak is broad; however, no width could be 
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obtained due to the complexity of the sp~ctra. This 22.5 MeV level can be 

4 4 
postulated as the .. first T = l excited state of He -the analog of the Li · ·· 

ground state. 

Further confirmation of this assignment is presented in Fig. 3b, 

where both analog transitions, ti
6
(p,t)Li

4 
g.s. and Li6(p,He3)He

4* (22.5· 

MeV, T = 1), are shown. The monotonically decreasing angular distr"ibutions 
. r 

to these T = 1 states over the observed angular range are similar to the 

ti6(p,He3)He4* (21.4 MeV, 1- or 2-, T = 0) angular distributionj all three 

transitions are consistent with the L = 1 angular momentum transfer that 

would be expected to 1 or 2 states. Finally--and most importantly~the. 

relative cross sections to these two analog levels, after correcting for 

14 
isospin coupling and phase .space, are quite similar (within the large 

uncertainties of peak separation and background subtraction) as would be 

required for transitions proceeding from identical initial to final states 

l through s, T = 1 pickup of two nucleons. 
. . 4 

To summarize, we have observed the unbound ground "state',' of Li . 

4 
and predict that H must b~ unbound by 2 MeV. ·We have obtained angular 

distributions to the 20.1 MeV state of He4 which are consistent with its' 

4 O+ assignment and have identified the lowest T:.·= :1 "state" of He at an 

excitation of 22.5 ± 0.3 MeV. 
..~"· 

It is a pleasure to acknowledge valuable.-·discussions with Dr. H. G . 

Pugh and Dr. T. A. Tombrello a:p.d to thank Claude Ellsworth for preparation 
\ 

of the lithium targets. 
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Ref. Reaction 
·, 

2 d(He\p)He 
4 · 

3 
4 4 He (p,pJ )He 

- 4 
4 . He3(d,p)He 

5 
4 . 4 

He (p ,p~ )He 

6 T(d',n)He 4 

1 
- 4 

T(d:,n)He 

8 T(p,p)T 

Table I. Evidence for the first two excited levels of He4. 

State I 

Bombarding Position Width Position 
energy (MeV) (MeV) (MeV) (MeV) 

31.8 19-94 ± 0.02 0.14o ± 0.025 21.24 ± 0.2 

40 20.46 ± 0.14 - 0.3 22.0 ± 0.14 

6-10 20.08 ± 0.5 0.2 ± 0.05 

·55 22.4 ± 0.1 

7-83 20.1 0.35 ± 0.05 
··--·-· ·- ·- ·-

19 22 

resonance 20.) ± 0.1 -,. 

I. 

" 

State II 

Width 
(MeV) 
--

1.1 ± 0.2 

several MeV 

1.7 ± 0.5 

// . 
. !/{.~~­

. <:r'j. 
·--·"-

I ' 
0'\ 
I 

~· 
I 
I-' 
0'\ 
1\) 
0'\ 
0'-
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FIGURE CAPriONS 

' 

Fig. 1. An energy sp~ctrum of the Li6(p,t)Li
4 

reaction at, 15° using 43.7 

MeV protons .. The counts above channel 420 arise from a slight deuteron. 

breakthrough into the triton region ·of th~identifier spectrum. 

Fig. 2. Typical energy spectra from a) the Li
6

(p,He3 )He
4 

and b) the 

Li7(p,a)He4 reactions at 43.7 MeV. Part a exhibits the analysis of 
~ 

the prominent 

Fig. 3 • a) Angular 

2 
peak at 21.4 MeV using the width reported by Parker et al. 

distributions to the 20.1 MeV excited state of He
4 

for 

the two reactions Li6(p,He3)He4* and.Li7(p,a)He4*. ,The arbitrary unit, 

-1 common to both distributions, corresponds roughly to 15-20 ~b. ster • 

· b ) A comparison of the angular distributions of the analog reactions· 

Li
6
(p,t)Li

4 
g.s. andLi

6
(p,He3 )He

4* (T = 1, 22.5-MeV). The (p,He3) 

cross sections have been multiplied by 1. 99 to adjust for isospin coupJ..ing 

and phase space factors.· · Dlle to the complexity of the spectra, the 
' 

relative cross sections have been obtained from only the "corrected" / 

peak heights, assuming comparable widths for these analog states. 

Probable uncertainties. introduced by this procedure are indicated. 

,~·,· 

-·-. 



-·8- ' 

. ' 

... 

.~-·· ... 

400 L .s(. ) L'4 I p, t I 

15 deg . ', ... 

300 

; 100 

MUB-6643 

·• Fig .. 1 

I· 
! 



.. 

(; 

ff) -c 
::J 
0 
u 

ff) -c 
::J 
0 
u 

500 

400 

300 

200 

100 

0 

400 

100 

~9-

Eexc (MeV) 30 :;;; 20 10 

\~~~~~~~ ~fj Li 
6 

( p, He 
3

) He 
4 y

1 

15 deg 

I 
I > 11> 

I ::;: 

I 0 
C\J 

1 

Eexc (MeV l 30 

Channel 

I 

\ 
.Fig,. 2 

' I 

20 

0 (a) 

,/ 
_,.,.. 

t 810 

. ·-···--· .. 

. / 

.-..- !aoo 

\ 



(/) 
+-
c 
::J 
:;:... • I ,_ 
0 
"--· ..a 
"-
0 .......... 

E 
~cJ 

bl~ -o "'0 

-0.2 

(a) ,,6 3 4* 
oLI(p,He)He 

· t::. L i 7 ( p, a ) He 4 * 
20.1- MeV state 

-10-

/• 

-(/) 
+-

.... 
0 ,_ .... 

..a .... 
0 -

E 
cJ --. 

..gj~ 0.5 -"'0 
<l> .... 
0 
<l> .... 
0 0.2 

(..) 

I 0 2 0 . 3 0 4 0 50 60 · 
8 (deg") c.m. 

]3"'ig. 3 

(b) 

t::. 

0 

0 
t::. 

0 

. o Li
6
(p,t) Li

4 

. L .6( H 3) H 4* t::. 1 p, e e 

T= I states 

0 
t::.t::. 

·~ 0 

10 20 30 . 40 50 60 

. Bc.m. (deg) 

, .... .. ·,~':: 
MUB-6645 

,, 

l 
. f 

! 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
: 
i 
I 
I 



. t 

This report was prepared as an account of Government 
sponsored work. Neither the United States, nor the Com­
m1ss1on, nor any person acting on behalf of the Commission: 

A. Makes any warranty or representation, expressed or 
implied, with respect to the accuracy, completeness, 
or usefulness of the information contained in this 
report, ·or that the use of any information, appa­
ratus, method, or process disclosed in this report 
may not infringe privately owned rights; or 

B. Assumes any liabilities with respect to the use of, 
or for damages resulting from the use of any infor­

mation, apparatus, method, or process disclosed in 
this report. 

As used -in the above, "person acting on· behalf of the 
Commission" includes any employee or contractor of the Com­
mission, or employee of such contractor, to the extent that 
such employee or contractor of the Commission, or employee 

of such contractor prepares, disseminates, or provides access 
to, any information pursuant to his employment or contract 
with the Commission, or his employment with such contractor . 






