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Formulaic Language: Pushing the Boundaries by Alison Wray.  

Reviewed by Jonathan Schmidgall 
University of California, Los Angeles

Wray’s more recent work has persistently pushed this research agenda forward 

memory as lexical units has become increasingly important for language teachers, 
researchers, and testers to understand.  Studies have suggested that learning and 

mental question:  What is the role of formulaic language in language acquisition?
Wray’s new book on formulaic language serves as an introduction to major 

conceptual issues, a review of relevant theoretical models and recent empirical 

tions and an overview of previous work.  After a brief introduction (Chapter 1), 

; 
; and 

to manipulate the hearer

and formulaic language.  The importance of formulaic language in oral tradition 

formulaic language.  Part Two contains four chapters that explore and attempt to 
integrate relevant concepts, models, and methods in grammatical theory, corpus 

methods and then by proposing an alternative approach based on intuition.  After 

These studies examine formulaic language in a variety of language use domains, 



ware for people with cerebral palsy (Chapter 11), the language learning classroom 

their language use, based on personal and shared identity.  Next, the author turns to 
the questions of “How central is formulaic language in natural language learning 

formulaic language in particular language use domains, and suggests additional 
questions to motivate empirical inquiries.

ally calling the reader’s attention to key points of tension.  Some of this tension 

the author also examines the boundaries that exist between disciplines (e.g., gram
matical theory and corpus linguistics) and elements of language (e.g., novel and 
formulaic).  While the focus on ‘boundaries’ may seem easy to apply to most 
theoretical and empirical investigations, it is particularly useful here.  The author 
strives to maintain as broad a perspective as possible, as evidenced in the careful 
attention paid to research in grammatical theory, corpus linguistics, and cognitive 
linguistics while simultaneously constraining the discussion in an attempt to build 
and evaluate an integrative model.

 reads as a natural progression 
of Wray’s earlier book 

section of language teachers and researchers as the conclusions have implications 
for models of language use and strategies for language learning, teaching, and 
assessment.  In particular, it will serve researchers well as it pulls methods and 

problem of identifying formulaic language as part of an empirical investigation.  
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