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FANTASY NOIR

INSTRUMENTATION

1 Piccolo (doubling flute)
2 Flutes

3 Oboes

3 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

1 Contrabassoon

4 Hornsin F

3 Trumpetsin C

3 Trombones (2 tenor + 1 bass)
1 Tuba

Timpani (ordinary mallets + super ball rubber mallet)

PERCUSSION 1:
Crotales, hi-hat, ride cymbal, maracas, snare drum, toms.

PERCUSSION 2:
Vibraphone, tin cans, bass drum, tam-tam, kick drum.

PERCUSSION 3:

Xylophone, temple blocks, bongos, medium cowbell, ratchet.

Harp
Piano

Strings

Score is in C
Approximate duration: 12 minutes

PERFORMANCE NOTES

- When brass have written a "percussive air sound"
reverse the mouth piece and strive for maximum
volume.

- Multiphonics, when specified as so, can be random
and dramatic - pitch is secondary to character.

An exception is m. 101, where the bassoons should
look to the below fingering:

- Pianists, percussionists, and
J— bassists with an affinity for
— improvisation, especially within the
jazz idiom, should feel free to ad. lib
when the notation suggests. It is
very much in the spirit of this music
to take advantage of those moments
to play virtuosically and uninhibited
by the notes on the page. And in
@ ® moments of a double time swing
1 2. feel, for the kit player, feel free to play
[1 that time as you might naturally,
ﬂﬂ with accents/fills beyond this earnest

L1B2 attempt to notate it.

- There is an opportunity at m. 298, should a group be interested,

to trigger an electronic patch simulating vinyl crackle. This gives the
impression of listening to a much older recording of a classic noir
that the music echoes. Should that be of interest, the patch can be
provided.

- Divisi amongst strings should split evenly into 2 unless otherwise
specified. Several sections use a deeper, divisi per-stand system. In
the case of uneven numbers (i.e. 3 Viola staves for 4 stands of
players), delegate parts as evenly as possible (final stand each player
takes one stave).

- When winds have a.3 but with only a diad written, the third player
should defer to the higher voice.

- String glissandi should be deliberate and exaggerated, especially
with use of triangle/square noteheads (indeterminate high note/
indeterminate note alonog contour, respectively).

PROGRAM NOTE

This piece was written in 2019-2020 for the USC Thornton Symphony. Growing up, the music of cinema surrounded me. It was one
of my earliest introductions to music composed in the 20th century. Particularly, the music that came of Hollywood's "Golden

Age" influenced me significantly. The composers employed such a variety of orchestration and harmony. Listening to these scores
was my earliest introduction to many types of music; some scores that wielded the romantic lyricism of Wagnerian drama,

other scores that brought extended techniques and dissonant crunches into motion pictures. As such, my output is undeniably and
inseperably infused by a narrative drive, albeit one that is less programatic in form as much as generally inspired by mood. This piece
is my love letter to the scores of noir cinema, a music for the fog engulfed alleys and the cases afoot. It is certainly a send up and an
homage to the genre, but also a depature from, reimagining what a noir can entail.

Thank you to my teacher Donald Crockett and his guidance with this piece.

Special thanks to artist Tom Shropshire for gracing the cover of this score with his art. For more of his work, visit ShropshireArt.com.



Jor the USC Thornton Symphony
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Free, approx 10-15 seconds

a2 stagger breathing as needed
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a2 stagger breathing as needed
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23 stagger breathing as needed
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2.2 stagger breathing as needed
~
%
Bsn. %
——
create a hazy cloud of sound with pitches from this set.
feel free to abstract both rhychm and dynamic in filing the space.
2 Al . >
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create a hazy cloud of sound with pitches from this set.
Hp. feel free to abstract both rhythm and dynamic in filling the space.
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Pro play with this figure on an infinite loop.
. feel firee to accelerate/decelerate musically with vibes/harp.
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