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Sanctuary Short Ill: Enclesure: Geographies of Refusal, a toolkit

Questions guiding the short film
To think critically about sanctuary requires interrogating the role of the university and its reproduction of racial
capitalism. How do you inhabit and transform the university?

In foregrounding the colonial relationalities that underpin the terms of sanctuary and asylum extended by the West to
racial others, we seek to disrupt the universal grammar of Western humanism and hope to enact a “reworlding” of
humanism. Please tell us how you think about these issues.

What is the practice of refusal and in what ways does it challenge reform and recognition? How should we think about
refusal in relation to liberation?
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Guiding Questions

Prologue: Reform and Recognition

How do the institutions you engage with respond to structural harm? How do you witness and experience
reformist logics play out?

Within an abolitionist politic, how do you envision the future of an institution like academia? Can it survive an
abolitionist reckoning?

University

What does being undisciplined mean to you? What are the stakes of organizing against the university apparatus
for you?

What does the desecration of the university conjure up for you? How might you re-imagine a space of higher
education that refuses the terms of the current neoliberal university?

If you are within the university, what role would you like to see tenured professors (or otherwise institutionally
protected members of your community) play in organizing in the face of institutional harms?

Humanism

Refusal

Is the re-worlding of humanism a viable project to you? If not, what other projects reveal themselves?

How do humanist metrics, ideologies, and practices show up in your critical arenas (whether that be academia,
or other formalized spaces)? How do you uncover and disavow these violent structuring logics?

Spend a moment considering the following question from the introduction of Becoming Human: Matter and
Meaning in an Antiblack World (2020) by Zakiyyah Iman Jackson: “If being recognized as human offers no
reprieve from ontologizing dominance and violence, then what might we gain from the rupture of 'the human'?"

How is a politics of refusal constituted, embodied, and articulated? What does the development of a politics of
refusal necessitate of our imaginations? Our relations?

To what daily or quotidian practices of refusal are you committed? How does refusal operate collectively in your
communities?
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