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ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS 

A Simultaneity of Conflicting Modes of Expression 

 

by 

 

Nicholas Oberg Deyoe 

 

Master of Arts in Music 

University of California, San Diego, 2008 

Professor Roger Reynolds, chair 

 

 The three pieces presented here are examples of three manifestations of a new 

structural principal in my compositional work, the coexistence of two fundamentally 

different types of musical material within the same piece.  The two types are: 

fast/energetic, directional, and often assertive music; and slowly moving, quiet, and with 

a concentration on subtle sonorities. While these two modes of musical expression (fast 

and slow) are not uncommonly used together, my uses of them require special care as I 

anticipate significantly contrasting modes of listening in relation to these two types of 

situations.  Through three pieces, I explore three different ways of creating an 

environment in which two contrasting elements can exist in a meaningful way. 
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- fifteen players - 

(2007) 



Instrumentation:

2 flutes 
clarinet in A 

horn in F
trumpet in C (with straight mute)
trombone
tuba

2 percussionists  
          player 1:

          vibraphone
          chimes
          medium tam tam
          2 bongos
          2 woodblocks (high, medium low)

          player 2:

          marimba
          crotales (G4 and D4)
          3 suspended cymbals 
                  (small, medium sizzle, large)
          large tam tam
          2 tom toms (low and medium)
          2 woodblocks (medium high, low)
                
piano

strings (solo players):
2 violins
1 viola
1 violoncello
1 contrabass

Performance indications:

                        Unless otherwise specified, all trills intended as 

                              half-step trills

                               Succession of quarter tones

                               These symbols indicate pitch alteration of  'slightly 
                               higher' or slightly lower. They are not meant to be 
                               precise, but should instead be a slight shading of
                               the given pitch
                               
                               These symbols indicate a pitch that is lowered by 
                               1/6 or 5/6 flat. (equivalent to the 7th partial of 
                               the harmonic series and is used only in the piano 
                               parts to indicate resulting harmonic pitches). 

Flutes:                             
                               Timbral trill (bisbigliando) rapidly alternate between 
                                two or more fingerings for the same pitch 

                               tongue pizz: percussive, but pitched.
                               tongue ram: thrust tongue into hole. Resulting pitch
                                                   sounds a major 7th below
Piano:
                               mute string near the hammer before playing

                               Harmonics: the diamond notehead represents the 
                               sounding pitch. The notehead in parenthesis 
                               represents the key to be played.

Strings:
                                Bartók (snap) pizzicato               
                
                                Heavy bow pressure.  This technique should contain 
                                a fair amount of noise, but should still have clear 
                                pitch. This sign only applies to the notes it appears 
                                above.

                                Normal bow pressure (only used to cancel pressure 
                                bowing)

                a.s.p.        alto sul ponticello (on or extremely near the bridge)
                 s.p.          sul ponticello
                 ord.         ordinary bow position
                  s.t.          sul tasto
                a.s.t.         alto sul tasto (above the finger board)

Percussion: 
         mallets/beaters:
                                soft vibraphone mallets
                                medium vibraphone mallets
                                hard vibraphone mallets
                                mallet handles
                                triangle beater

                                dead strokes (for marimba and vibraphone)

                                 Suggested seating:
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Score is notated in C
duration: c. 15 minutes
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

Notation explanations:







bisb.



concert pitch score
duration: c. 15 minutes

composed between September 2007 and January 2008 for The Kenners, 
Eliot Gattegno and Eric Wubbels



7th p.





































  Order of quarter-tones.

These symbols indicate pitch alteration of  'slightly higher' or slightly lower. 
They are not meant to be precise, but should instead be a slight shading of
the given pitch

Lowered by 1/6 tone, lowered by 5/6 tones (only used in piano harmonics)

Saxophone Techniques:

Bisbigliando: rapidly alternate between two or more fingerings for the same pitch 

Teeth on reed: the shape/line or instructions shown with the notehead will 
determine the steadiness/shakiness of the technique.

Slap tongue: regular (reg), reverse (rev), and pizzicato (pizz) are all used. rev indicates 
the sudden stopping of the sound by thrusting the tongue against the reed.  Pizz 
indicates a sound imitating the pizzicato sound of a string instrument. If no indication 
is given, 'regular' is to be asumed.

angled arrows denote glissandi which do not need to be smooth. 
straight arrows denote a gradual change from one technique to another (appearing in piano as well)

Piano Techniques:

Muted strings:
standard mute - string should be dampened, but pitch should be clear.

half mute - very light finger pressure on the string.  Pitch should still ring, but 
with high partials choked out of the sound.

complete mute - hard finger pressure on the string with very little resulting pitch.
this is a more percussive technique.

silently depressed keys - either prepared and held in advance, or held with the
sostenuto pedal.

cluster

harmonics - the key to be played, with the resulting pitch (diamond head) as well as
the desired partial will be given.

Grace-note types
as fast as possible

fast, but irregular
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4 1 (.)* (- 1 2 (.)
/5 3 5

'
(Ped.)
(Sost.)

9
:

9 9 9 9
(Sost.)

9 9 9

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!
0 9 9 9 9 9 9

0 1 (.)*
1 2 (. (. (. (.)*

/ 2 (.)
/ 2 2 (.)

/ 23 1 (.)*
#
(*
4

(.) (.) (.) (.)* (+
(
( (5

(

(* ( (.)*
2 (.)

/ 23

(.)* (( ""(.) ((2 (.)* (.) (.) (.)
3

7
3

' 9 9 9 9
(Sost.)

9

36

36

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 9 1 2
ff

(*
3

( "
$$$(
/ $$$(

bisb.$$$> "

0 (.)* (.)

#(*
4

(.)
2 (.)

/ 23

(.)*
2 (.)

/ 23

(.) (.)
(5

(
(* 2 (.)*

/ 23 (+ ( (* (* (* ( (.)*
#(
4

(.)
2 2 (

/
3 7

3

' 9
Sost.

9
1/2 6

9

!"

!"

!"

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 $$$(
/ 2

C1 -,+++
,,

>
>) "
" (

(
4

, 2 1 2
'

f

()+
/ 23

0 (5 ( (* ( (* (+ ( (+ (+ (* ( (((** ((5 (* (* (* 1 (*
/

mp

(* ( ((** ( ((+5 (( 2
f

((
/ 2

3
7 6

7

3
5

'
6

9
(Ped.)
(Sost.)

(+ ((55 ( (5 (( (( 2 ((
; 2
3

5

3
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""

""

""

37

37

!"

!"

!"

""

""

""

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0
mp

(* ( (* (+ ( (% (

f

( (% ( ( (5 (5 ( (% ( (.) ()
(* (% (* ( (( ()*

(% =
p

9

C1

@

-,,,+++

p

>
>)

3 3 5

3 5

0
mp

(*

((*

(((5

#(*
4()*

(

(+

(()() () (*

ff

( (+ (((5 ((( (((5 ((( ((( """ 1

mp

1 $$$>* " ====5*

===
=
5
*

====5*

===
=
5
*

3 3

3

' 2 ( "
/ 2 (

3 9
ff

(
) (* "

5

5

38

38

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!
0 =

=
fff sempre

=
= (5

bisb.

;
(

3

;( (5 (
64

0 ====5*

===
=
5
*

9
fff

1 1

'
(Ped.)

9

(((5

( (-)*
(5 (( (+ (+ (+

(+ (5
((((*+ ()5 ((((*+ (5 ( ((((*+ (5 ()

(* (+

(5 (5

5

6

7

5

!"

!"

!"

""

""

""

!"

!"

!"

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!
0 >) " >5 " >) " ((

47 8

0
>>>>*** """"

>> ""

(5
(

(5

(( 1 (*
( (5 (

(* , 1 (*
(((((+5*

3

5

5

'
(Ped.)

1 1
(*

1 (

((55 ""

(((55
( 1
3

!"

!"
!"

39

39

""

""
""

#"

#"
#"

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0

+
>* ;(

CDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD47 8 (teeth on reed): irregularly steady and shaky

0

(
(*

((5 (* ( (((55
(((*

$$$
(* "" ( (5 ( (* (

5 7

'
(Ped.)

(
(((
(**5 """"
"

(* ( ( ((((
(555 #(*

4

: 6

((((
(

(+
(* ( (

, ((5 "
"

;

3
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#"

#"

#"

""

""

""

!"

!"

!"

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 9 9

0 (* ( ( ((5 ( (5

#
(
4

(

( (((**5
#

(5
((((

/
(((+5

3

2 #

((((*+ (5

(((((
5
55
;

#
(5
4 #

( (5((((*+ (* (
$$$$=*

7
3

'
:

6 (Ped.)

@
:

(* "
(
) 2 (((**5

;

!"

!"

!"

""

""

""

&"

&"

&"

40

40

q = c. 46-52

q = c. 46-52

""

""

""

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 9 9 9-
subtone

ppp
=
-
* @ >*

-
c
,,,
+,, Bb

0
ff

( ( (+ (*

(((5

1
mf

$$$$(*
$$$$=* 9-

B
9 9

5

' (+ ( (* ((5 ( (* 1
6

@
(Ped)

9
6

41

41

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0
p

===* 1
pp

>* "
ppp

1 "

Bb

1

-,++
+,,

Ta

C

pp

=
=
* =

=
>
> @

0 9
pp

2 ((+5
/
1 @ 9 @ 1

pp

#(
4 (* 1 1

ppp

(*
; @ 9

3

' @
mp(?* 1 9 @

mp

1 (- 9 9 9

42

42

%7

%7

%7

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 1
1% "

pp

=% > 1%
dolce

1
pizz'

mp pp

>* "
subtone

(
4
(%

5

(
ppp

.
/ 2

norm.
.% "
/

(

C1-,,,,
,+

p

==+7%8
mp

==
p

3 5

0 9 9
pp

#(*
4
( 1 @ 1

p

(?*
/ 2 1

pp

(* 13 2" (*
8 1

(half mute)

2 ((B
/ ,5 1 9 9

'
(Ped.)

1
p (?* @

ppp

1
pp

(
; 1 , (?*

; 2
5 mf

2 ()?*
; @ >5

ppp sempre

( 1 @ @ 1 2" 9(*
8

3
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%7

%7

%7

43

43

""

""

""

!"

!"

!"

""

""

""

44

44

q = c. 92 - 96

q = c. 92 - 96

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 (( ""1 "
'pizz

mp pp

(-*
/
(% ( " (* "

#(
/

(
/

(% "
$$$>7%8

$$$1

C1

1
B

-,,,+++

p

(
()

=
=

> "1B ppp

>
p

>
>)

>
>

( (
pp

(%
/
( "

pizz

2
p  pp

'
#()
4

(* > "" (%*
/

(
64

B
1@'3

0 9 1
mp

(?*
/2"

p
(? "
/ (?*

/ 2
mp p

1 #
(?*
4
(? "
/,

ppp

2(3 @1 2 9 9(-
; @ 1

"

mf

(+
/21
3

mp

(?
/22

p

(B
/,5 1

pp

(?
ppp

(? 1
pp

1 9
ppp

9(+
;

3

' 9 9
(Ped.)

9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
(?
1

34
@

!"

!"

!"

""

""

""

45

45

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

'
subtone

ppp

>* "
pp

norm.

(
/ ()3 ( ( >

p

(
ppp

(%
;

> "

p

1 "

'f'

.)
; 2 'pizz

mf p

>% " (
f

(
pp

> "
-,,,,,+

mp

c
>>>>
*
%*

""
"
"

((((
mf

3

0 @
ppp sempre

1
(

2 (; 2
3 1 @ 1 1 2" (*; (* 1 @ 1 1 (*

3 @ 9
mf

(?*
1 1 2

p

2 (* (
5

3

' 9
(Ped.)

9 9 9 9 9 9

&"

&"

&"

""

""

""

46

46

%7

%7

%7

""

""

""

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

'
((((

mp

>>>>
""
"
"

p

((((
;
2 1 0

pp p
poco

( (% "(- ( "
pp    no cresc.

(5
;
( = > "

64
1

(pp)

() (* () ( " ( " ( () (* > ' (%*3 3

0 (*
mf

(?
4 1 @

pp sempre

(+ 1 (?+
1 @

(
1 1 1 (*3 1

#(+
4

(
(* @

p sempre

(?
/ 1

(half mute)

2 (B5
/ 2 @ 1

(
5

' 9 9 9 9
(Ped.)

9 9 9

&"

&"

&"

%7

%7

%7

47

47

q = q.

q = q.

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

' > (
3

(

ff pp

( " ()% > " 1 9 0

pp

>* "
(sing stems down)

> "
mf

*> "> "
p

> "> (+
mp

*+ > "> "
(vocal gliss)

*< > "> " > "> "
5

0 2
(*
; 1 (+ 1 (5

4 (5
1

64
@

p

(-* (
/
(?
3

pp

(?*
/ 2 2 1 " 9 9 9 9 9

p

1 " ( "645

' 9 9
(muted note should 
not be restruck)

9 9 9 9 9 9 9
(Ped.)

9
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48

48

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 ((1
1 11 9

sfz

** > "> "
p

> "( " 1 "
f

$$$>* "

poco

$$$( "
bisb.

f

$$$( "
$$$> "

ff

$$$> " 9
mp

>* " (%
-CDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

0 #(
4 (5 2 2 (+ 1 (5

mf

1 9 (half mute)

((?
/ 1 (B*

/ 1 " 9 9 9 9
pp

(

(5 (
(5
(*

( (5 (*

(+ (+

( (5

(+

(+

3

' 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 0 '

49

49

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0
f

C7 8
(-*
(- (-) (-+

(-) (-)5
7:6

> "
bisb.

poco

>5 " (
mf

(-)
(-5 ( " (-)) "

sfz

(mf)@
( " (-)
) "(-) " (-)* " > "

(sing)

( > " >

0
f

1
((((5** 1 2"

5((((55 """"
; (-)5 " > " ( "

f

()
CDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

mf
(5
/ 2"

f

()+ "
/
() " () " #(*

/( " (5 "
mp

( " (5 " 1
mf

(
/
( "

f

'
(*

( 1 9
: 6

9 9 9
(Ped.)

9 1 " (* "( " (+ "
(-)5 "

50

50

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 > "> "
f

2"
( "

(* " () " (< " (
mp

(+

f

(-+ ( >
(5

3:2

> "
pp

> " > "
64

(
; 2 2 1 "

5:4e.

0 9 (((5 "
""

( "

(5 " (+ "

(5 "

(+ 1 ((
) 1 1 1

()53
1 "

mf
)(?5
" ,

"

f

(5
4 1 2

mp

(?5
/ 2

p sempre

1 #(*
4
(
/
( (*

;
( " (5 (+ ( "( "

5:4e.

' 2
#(
4
(5 (* ( (

; ()* 9 1 1
((
)
5* 9 9 9 9 9

51

51

52

52

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0
pp sempre

(+ () #(*
/
(+ ( "

Bb

C

(-* "

-+,,,
,,

>>>**
"
"" >>>

"
"" (((

/
( ( (*

/
> "> " > "> " 9

0 (- (* (5 ( ( (-*
/

( " (+ " 1 ((?
1 ((* ((5

pp

#
(*
4

(5
/ 2

p

9 9((55
/ 1 "

mp

2 (- ( "
p

#
(
4CDDDDDDDDD ( " (5 (*

3

' 9 9 9 1 1 2 9 9((
; ((*

(((5*
; 1 " 9
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F7

F7

F7

53

53

%7

%7

%7

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!
0 1 " 'pizz

mp p

(* "

C1-,,,+++
(
; (
()
+ (

( "
" >

> "
" >

> "
" >

> "
"

9 9

0 #(+
4

( ( (* 2 #
(
4 (+

ff p (no cresc.)

( "
()5 "
2" ( "

/
> "

CDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

ff

(
/ (
(
)5

, "
((((55 """"
; , "

sfz

((((55 """"

()
"

((((5 """"
()+ " > "

f sempre

( "
CDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD #

(

(* (* (* >+ "
CDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

'
(Ped.)

9 9 9 9 9 9 2"
#(5
4

(5 "

((* "
" (+ "

54

54

F7

F7

F7

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 9 9 ' 1 "
ff

(ff)

(.)* "(.) " (.
)% " (.)% " , "

bisb.

f

(- " () "( " 9- , '()+
(* "

(-)+ "
(* "

(+ "5:4e.

0 > " ( "
C7 8DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

( (5

( (5 (5

(+
> " > "
CDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

(5 ( (+

()*

(

(- (*

(*

#(5
4

(+ "
((* "
" ((+5 ""

(+ "' 1 " 2 (-)5 ( "CDDDDDDDDDDDD
1

sffz

(((()**
/ 1 " 2" , "()* "

8 1 " 9

F7

F7

F7

""

""

""

%7

%7

%7

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

' 9
e = e

9 0 1
ff

(.)*
/ () ( (-)

5 > "
64

0
sffz ff sempre

>> "" >>55 "" (() "" ((55 ""
==5 ==5 ((5+

/
((55 ( (((5+

(5

mp

(

(
( (5 (

(* (* (+

(5

(

(*

( (

(5

( (*

16

'

:

2"

6
f

(* "
/ ( ( (*

mp

( " (+ " 1
ff

()* ()* (()5+

(Ped.)

( (
; 0

( (* " ()+

55

55

slightly slower

slightly slower

56

56

&"

&"

&"

!7

!7

!7

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0
pp

>-"

(not coordinated with the piano)

> "
47 8

9
B

9 9 9 9 9
C

Bb

@
-+,,,
,,

pp
(((*** >>>

"
"" >>>

"
"" >>>

0
mf

(
-
+ " ( " > "

p

>
?
" >

?
" >

?
"

pp

>
?
" ( " (

B
" (

B
"

"

mf

( " (
?/

>
?

pp

(
?

CDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
9 9

"

mp

(
B/

(
p

(?
4 1 (B

/
3

5 3

0
(hold until a good deal of the 
previous resonance has faded)

9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
(Ped.)

9 9 '
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!7

!7

!7

&"

&"

&"

#7

#7

#7

F7

F7

F7

""

""

""

!7

!7

!7

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!
0 (((

/ 1 9 1 " 1 9 9 9

0
mp

(
; (*

mp

(* #
(*
4 (+

pp

((5+

4
1

mf

p

((((55
; 2 (((55+

3

(
mp

#
(* (* (;

(

p

(+
/
( (5 (-( (* (

( (

(5
; (5 " (

/
(

mf

#
( (5

(7 (

#(
4

(5
;
(
;

5
3

3

' , (5
8

((5+
pp

9(*
/ 1 " 2

#(*
4
(

3

9 (*

/

(*
3

&"

&"

&"

57

57

#"

#"

#"

&"

&"

&"

%7

%7

%7

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 2 (%
;

(
mpB
$$
(%
; $$$

>
f

bisb.

$$$
>% "

$$$
>

$$$
> "

p

$$$
>%

$$$
> "

pp

$$$
(9 1 '

3

0
p

(((55 ((5 (5 (+ (+ ((* 2
mf

(?*
/ 2 (?*

/ 23 , "

f

()*
/ 25

mf

(?*
/ 2 1 1 (?*

/ 2
mp

(?*
/ 1 (?*

/ 2 (?*
/ 2 1 2

p

(B*
3

1 @ 99
5

3

'
(Ped.)

(5 ( (+ ( 9 9 9 99( (* (+
5

%7

%7

%7

58

58

#7

#7

#7

F7

F7

F7

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

'
f

=(-* " (-* " ( (-)
;

( (+ (% () (* () ( (* =( " (-* "(
- " (-) " #(5

4(
; ( ( (-)% () (

0

mf

(+
;

> " ( "
5

0
f

9 9 , "

( "

((55 "" ((+* ""
mp

(* ( (5 (5 ( (-*
f

( (-) (+ 2 1 9
5

'

:
()*
/ () #

(5
4 ( " (((555 """

(+ " ,
(*
8 ( ((

.)+* (-)* (+
(( "" (*

6

( " ( " ( " 1 " 9 9
3

%7

%7

%7

59

59

q. = c. 66 - 72

q. = c. 66 - 72

""

""

""

%7

%7

%7

60

60

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!
0

p

. " 1 "

B

9
dolce pp sempre

=-5 > "
bisb.

>5 " >5 " 9
64

' 1 5
ppp (no cresc.)

subtone

(*
/
( "

0 9 9 9-

ppp

((*
/ (+ #(*

4
((* ""

(+ "
((((5
55

"
""" 1 " ,

sffz pp

((((
)
5
55

"
""" ( 1 "

ppp

((((**
""""

pp

((((
4 (55

mp

(?
/ ,

pp

(?* (+ " ( "

mf

(* " (* "

' 9 9 9- 9 9 9 9 9
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61

61

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

' > " 0
pp

( 2 (% ( (% () " () ( (%* " ( (
/ 1

C1

1 "
-+,,,,
,

mp / p

(with timbral fluxuation)

((+% "
" >> "" >> "" (( "" ((

/
1

0 1
pp

(
4
(

#

(* (*
( 1

mp

2 (?5
2

p

2 (?+
2 (B

/ 2
pp

((((5
55
; 1

"

f

()+
/

mp

2" (? "
,

pp

(B
4 1 9

7th p.

2

mp

A
pp

(+
/ 1 " 2

pp

(?
/ 2 ,

"

f p

() (? (? (?*
5

' 9 9 9
(Ped.)

9 9 ( 2 1 " 9

62

62

Ten. Sax.

Pno.!

0 1 "
mp / p

((+% "
" >> "" >> "" 9

B
1 "

mp

((% "
" >> "" >> ""

p

>> "" (( ""
'

mp 

(rev.)

(()

/
1

0 2"
mf

(? "
/ 1

mp mf

(?
/ ,

"

pp

( "(B
2 1 " 1 "

"

mf

(
/ 2"

mp

9(?
4 1 "

7th p.

2A " 1 2A
/
1 " 1 2A

/
1 " 1 "

mp

(?
/ 1 1 "

mp

(?
/ 15

' 9 9 9 9 1 " ( " 1 (

/

1 " 1

September 2007 - 10 January 2008

(

/

1 " 9 9
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